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Student Resource Ideas
Reading Ideas:
1. Start a Book Club : It can include family members, your child’s friends

and their parents, or just the two of you. Select a book together and
establish small reading assignments (perhaps one or two chapters per
week). Choose a specific “meeting” time and place, such as a we ekly
walk around the block, or chat over some snacks at home and discuss
the book. Talk about its themes, using concrete examples you find in the
text. After you finish one book, pick another by the same author about a
similar topic (or in the same genre) and compare the two.
2. Gain Perspective : Read two different texts about an event you and
your child attended (or you can each write your own personal account
of it). Ask your child to compare the differences in the perspectives they
are written from.
3. Read an d Research : Help your child come up with a question about a
topic of interest, and work together to explore a variety of sources for
the answer. Use technology, books, magazines, newspapers, and, if
relevant, poetry and fiction.

Writing Ideas:
1. Practice Ty ping : Experiment with the many different ways your child
might do this — for instance, he can play typing games, type something
he has written, or transcribe a conversation you have together.
2. Become Investigators : Pick an event or moment such as a family meal,
preparations in the morning, or a car ride. Ask your child to silently
observe the scenes and take detailed notes on what he observes. Your
child can then read his notes to everyone who was there. (Giving ki ds
journals they love to write in will make this all the more fun).
3. Pick a New Perspective : Use a piece you or your child wrote or pick a
text written by someone else, like a short story or article. Ask your child
to rewrite the piece from a different pers pective, like that of another

character in the story or a person who witnessed the event. Talk to your
child a bout the differences in those perspectives.

Other ideas:
1. Alphabetical Scavenger Hunt - This can be done indoor or outdoor (stay
away from others but you can get some fresh air/go for a walk). Have your
child find different items starting with different letters of the alphabet.

2. Lego Challenge Calendar - Each day challenge your child to create a
different lego creation. Here is a link to a calendar yo

u could use:

Free Printable 30 -Day LEGO Challenge (instant download!)
3. Rock Decorating - Collect rocks and decorate them using permanent
markers or paint. Children can decorate with words or pictures that help them
feel peaceful or calm.

4. Live in the Moment with Mindful Walking - Mindful walking is a great
way to reconnect our minds with our bodi es and get into the present. Being
present is essential for learning. Through mindful walking, we can grow our
awareness of the body through movement, increase calmness and a sense of
peace, and if we are outdoors, connect with all of nature's beauty. Exp lain
that they will coordinate each step with their breath. Breathing in, they should
feel one foot lift up and gently take a step forward. Breathing out, they should
feel their other foot move to meet the first. Walking slowly, they will gently
guide thei r attention to their breath and steps if their mind wanders. Ask
students to come up with a positive word to silently say to themselves as they
walk, ex. "peace," "joy," "happiness," etc. If you are outside invite students to
take notice of the beauty tha t surrounds them like the trees, flowers, or
clouds. Even if you live in a city, try and have students notice the sights and
sounds of the outdoors. As students walk, have them move their attention
gradually up their body, concentrating on how each feels a s they move (legs,
arms, knees, ankles etc.)

5. Origami - Research origami ideas on the internet and pick one origami
activity to teach yourself/have your student teach themself. Here is a popular
one: how to make an origami jumping frog.

6. B ookma rks -Ha ve your child color/ ma ke a bookma rk to use when they a re
rea ding.
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Name: _______________________

Hyperbole (pronounced: hy-PER-bol-ee) is a an exaggerated phrase
used in writing that is not meant to be taken literally.

Hyperbole Cafe
by Lill Pluta

Welcome to our restaurant
Where everything's gigantic.
A hundred waiters hold one dish.
Our kitchen can get frantic.
Our soup is deeper than the sea.
Our noodles stretch a mile.
The bread is longer than a train.
It's sure to make you smile.
We pile our peas up mountain high.
One cookie hides the moon.
We pour our iced tea into boats.
We hope you'll visit soon.
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Name: _____________________________________

Hyperbole
Write a sentence that uses hyperbole to describe each item below.
example: a quick runner
James runs faster than a speeding bullet.
1.

a large pile of snow
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

2.

a heavy math book
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

3.

a deep puddle of water
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

4.

a tall boy
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

5.

a quiet girl
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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Name: _____________________________________

Hyperbole
Tell whether each sentence uses hyperbole.
Write “hyperbole” or “not hyperbole” on each line.
___________________________ 1.

James is growing so
fast, soon he'll be taller than the trees.

___________________________ 2.

My backpack weighed a ton.

___________________________ 3.

It is raining extremely hard outside.

___________________________ 4.

I am so tired I could sleep for a year.

___________________________ 5.

Megan is the best speller in the class.

Rewrite each sentence. Add hyperbole to your new sentence.
6.

It is freezing cold outside.
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

7.

The living room in our house is very small.
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

8.

Cara is a very smart girl.
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
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Name: ______________________________

The Tropical Rainforest
Rainforest Series, Part 1 - by Mikki Sadil
Tropical rainforests are among the most mysterious of all
geographical biomes in the world. A biome is an area with very
distinctive plants and animals that have adapted to life in that
particular environment.
Rainforests have covered large portions of the Earth for
millions of years, and can have trees that are 1,000 years-old or
more. They are called rainforests because they are among the
wettest areas on Earth, receiving anywhere from 80 to 100 inches of rain a year. In most rainforests, the
temperature ranges from 70 to 85 degrees Fahrenheit all year long, and the air is almost always humid.
Rainforests have four very distinct layers of trees. The first is the emergent layer which has giant
trees growing from 100 to 240 feet tall. These trees have umbrella-shaped crowns that grow high above
the rest of the forest. They have their own distinct plant and animal life.
The next layer is called the canopy. These trees grow up to 130 feet tall, and they form a tight
canopy, or covering, over the rest of the forest which allows very little sunlight to come down. The
branches and trunks of these trees are covered with smaller plants and appear to be tied together with
hundreds of vines. About 90% of all rainforest animals live way up high in the canopy.
Rainforest Facts

The third layer is the understory, and it's very shady. Only
about 15% of the sunlight from the canopy falls, and it tends be

•

Rainforests produce about 40%
of the world’s oxygen.

•

About 25% of all medicines
come from rainforest plants.

•

1,400 plants in the rainforest
are believed to offer cures for
cancer.

very warm and humid. Trees and leafy plants that require little
sun grow here, with the trees growing to about 60 ft. This layer
has many smaller trees, shrubs, vines, and plants, but little air
movement. There are many animals and insects living in this
layer.
The final layer of the rainforest is the forest floor. It is
surprisingly dark and less than 2% of the sun's light reaches this
area. Because the sun's rays don't shine on the ground, there is
very little plant life on the forest floor. It is an area covered with
fallen leaves, seeds, dead flowers, and fruits and branches that
decompose very quickly. It also has a distinctive variety of
animals and plants that live here.
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Name: ______________________________

The Tropical Rainforest
by Mikki Sadil

1.

In a rainforest, the tallest trees can grow...
a. almost 200 feet tall
b. more than 200 yards tall
c. over 270 feet tall
d. almost 250 feet tall

2.

The forest floor tends to be very dark. Why?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

3.

What is a biome?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

4.

5.

Most animals that live in the rainforest live in the...
a. emergent layer

b. canopy

c. understory

d. forest floor

Read the following sentence from the article and choose the best definition for the underlined
word.
In most rainforests, the temperature ranges from 70 to 85 degrees Fahrenheit all year long,
and the air is almost always humid.
The underlined word means...
a. difficult to breathe

b. containing lots of oxygen

c. warm and comfortable

d. containing lots of water vapor
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Name: ______________________________

The Tropical Rainforest
by Mikki Sadil

Match each vocabulary word on the left with
its definition on the right.

_____ 1. giant

a.

difficult to understand

_____ 2. umbrella

b.

adjusted to certain conditions

_____ 3. canopy

c.

covering

_____ 4. decompose

d.

device for keeping rain or sun off
of a person

_____ 5. Fahrenheit

e.

decay; rot

_____ 6. mysterious

f.

huge

_____ 7. adapted

g.

scale for measuring temperature
commonly used in the USA
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Name: ______________________________

The Tropical Rainforest
by Mikki Sadil
In the article, “Tropical Rainforest,” you learned about the four
different layers of the rainforest.
Write a short paragraph that compares and contrasts the rainforest's
canopy and the forest floor. Be sure you tell how the canopy and floor
are the same, and how they're different.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
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ANSWER KEY

The Tropical Rainforest
by Mikki Sadil

1.

In a rainforest, the tallest trees can grow... d
a. almost 200 feet tall
b. more than 200 yards tall
c. over 270 feet tall
d. almost 250 feet tall

2.

The forest floor tends to be very dark. Why?
Most light is blocked by the the canopy.

3.

What is a biome?
A biome is an area with distinctive plants and animals that have adapted to life in a particular
environment.

4.

5.

Most animals that live in the rainforest live in the...

b

a. emergent layer

b. canopy

c. understory

d. forest floor

Read the following sentence from the article and choose the best definition for the underlined
word.
In most rainforests, the temperature ranges from 70 to 85 degrees Fahrenheit all year long,
and the air is almost always humid.
The underlined word means...

d

a. difficult to breathe

b. containing lots of oxygen

c. warm and comfortable

d. containing lots of water vapor
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ANSWER KEY

The Tropical Rainforest
by Mikki Sadil

Match each vocabulary word on the left with
its definition on the right.

f

1. giant

a.

difficult to understand

d 2. umbrella

b.

adjusted to certain conditions

c 3. canopy

c.

covering

e 4. decompose

d.

device for keeping rain or sun off
of a person

g 5. Fahrenheit

e.

decay; rot

a 6. mysterious

f.

huge

b 7. adapted

g.

scale for measuring temperature
commonly used in the USA
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Name: _______________________

Hitchhikers in the Bathroom
by Liana

Mahoney

Imagine this. You step up to the sink, wet

Pseudoscorpions

your toothbrush, and begin cleaning your

usually live outside in

pearly whites. Out of the corner of your eye,

mulch, under tree

you see something moving on the wall.

bark, and in leaf litter.

Suddenly, you realize you’re not alone in the

So how do they end

bathroom. Your heart pounding, you turn

up in the bathroom?

toward the tiny intruder to get a better look.

They use those pincerlike claws to hitch a

You’re horrified to see that it has eight legs,

ride on other bugs,

and a pair of oversized pincers on its front

such as flies and

end. Is it some kind of miniature octopus, or

beetles. When these insects come in, so do

a bizarre crab? Is it going to sting you?

the pseudoscorpions - attached to their legs!

Actually, it’s a bug, and it’s no more harmful

These tiny arachnids prefer moist places.

to you than a housefly. This tiny bathroom

Since the bathroom tends to be humid after

bug is called a pseudoscorpion (SOO-doh-

bathing and showering, it’s a likely place to

SCOR-pee-uhn). But don’t be fooled by its

find them. But they are easily overlooked.

name. It’s not really a scorpion; it’s just a

Most pseudoscorpions are only about two to

relative. The pseudoscorpion is a kind of

eight millimeters long.

arachnid (uh-RAK-nid), which means it is
closely related to spiders, scorpions, and

Pseudoscorpions don’t bite or sting humans,

mites. Like scorpions, pseudoscorpions have

and they can even be helpful. These bugs

a segmented body and two enormous

feed on common household pests, such as

pincers. But pseudoscorpions lack the

carpet beetle larvae, ants, mites, and small

curved stinger that all true scorpions have.

flies. Welcoming this hitchhiker into your
home may mean there are fewer household
pests to “bug” you!
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Name: _______________________

Hitchhikers in the Bathroom
by Liana

1.

Mahoney

If you wanted to find a pseudoscorpion outdoors,
where would you look?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

2.

Use the Venn diagram to show how pseudoscorpions and real scorpions are alike and how
they're different.
pseudoscorpions

real scorpions

both

3.

How can pseudoscorpions be helpful to humans?
___________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: _______________________

Hitchhikers in the Bathroom
by Liana

Mahoney

Match each vocabulary word from the article with the
correct definition.

_______ 1. bizarre

a. the immature forms of an insect

_______ 2. moist

b. having a very small size

_______ 3. enormous

c. strange, unusual

_______ 4. miniature

d. extremely scared or shocked

_______ 5. larvae

e. somewhat wet or damp

_______ 6. intruder

f. divided into sections

_______ 7. segmented

g. very large in size; huge

_______ 8. horrified

h. invader
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ANSWER KEY

Hitchhikers in the Bathroom
by Liana

1.

Mahoney

If you wanted to find a pseudoscorpion outdoors,
where would you look?
Pseudoscorpions usually live outside in mulch, under tree bark, and
in leaf litter.

2.

Use the Venn diagram to show how pseudoscorpions and real scorpions are alike and how
they're different.
pseudoscorpions

real scorpions

both
no curved
stinger ,
does not sting,

segmented body,

curved stinger,

8 legs,

stings humans

two pincers

helpful (eats bugs)

3.

How can pseudoscorpions be helpful to humans?
Pseudoscorpions feed on common household pests, such as carpet beetle larvae, mites, and
small flies.
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ANSWER KEY

Hitchhikers in the Bathroom
by Liana

Mahoney

Match each vocabulary word from the article with the
correct definition.

c.

1. bizarre

a. the immature forms of an insect

e.

2. moist

b. having a very small size

g.

3. enormous

c. strange, unusual

b.

4. miniature

d. extremely scared or shocked

a.

5. larvae

e. somewhat wet or damp

h.

6. intruder

f. divided into sections

f.

7. segmented

g. very large in size; huge

d.

8. horrified

h. invader
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Name: _______________________

Spitting to Survive
by Liana

Mahoney

Spit keeps our mouths moist and softens our food
when we chew. Without spit in our mouths, we
would have a hard time talking. We would find it
even harder to swallow. But for some animals, spit
works better after it has left the mouth. Some
animals are experts at surviving because they are
expert spitters.
Llamas are animals often found in petting zoos and
farms. These animals seem to like their personal
space. A llama that feels threatened or annoyed will
spit slimy gobs at you to get you to leave it alone.
Sometimes llamas even spit on each other to steal
food! This trick usually works, because llama spit
includes food from the llama’s stomach, and it can
be quite smelly. When a llama spits on another

Spitting cobras are also known for their expert aim.

animal, the animal usually loses its appetite and

These snakes spray poisonous venom from their fangs

walks away, leaving its food behind.

to protect themselves. Scientists believe that these
snakes actually aim for the eyes! When the cobra’s

The archer fish is a very skilled spitter. This fish is like a

venom gets into the eyes of an animal, the venom

submarine with a loaded weapon. It takes aim and

causes terrible pain, and even blindness. This gives

spits jets of water at insects and other small creatures

the snake plenty of time to get away.

to knock them into the water. Then it gulps them
down quickly. To create such a forceful stream of

Spitting is considered to be rude behavior in people.

water, an archer fish closes its gills, and uses its

But for some animals, spitting can be a smart way to

tongue to form a tube in its mouth. Then the fish

get lunch –or a clever way to avoid becoming

sticks its snout out of the water and aims. Aim!

lunch!

Launch! Lunch!
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Name: _______________________

Spitting to Survive
by Liana

Mahoney

1. List the three ways spit helps humans.
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
2. Which animal creates a forceful stream of water to capture insects?
a. humans

b. archer fish

c. spitting cobras

d. llamas

3. Name two reasons a llama might choose to spit.
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
4. How does a spitting cobra use its spit to protect itself?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
5. What is the author's purpose for writing this passage?
a. to tell funny stories about animals

b. to teach the reader how animals survive

c. to express opinions about animals

d. to show how animals are different
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Name: _______________________

Spitting to Survive
by Liana

Mahoney

1. List the three ways spit helps humans.
Spit helps humans chew by softening our food. It also helps us talk and swallow.

2. Which animal creates a forceful stream of water to capture insects? B
a. humans

b. archer fish

c. spitting cobras

d. llamas

3. Name two reasons a llama might choose to spit.
A llama spits when it feels threatened or when it is trying to steal food.

4. How does a spitting cobra use its spit to protect itself?
A spitting cobra spits poisonous venom in the eyes of its predators so it has time to
escape.

5. What is the author's purpose for writing this passage? B
a. to tell funny stories about animals

b. to teach the reader how animals survive

c. to express opinions about animals

d. to show how animals are different
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INTRODUCTION

F

ormative reading assessments can be the
difference between success and failure for
students. Teachers who have successful
track records in teaching reading often point to
formative reading assessments as being the key
to their students’ successes.
Why are formative reading assessments so
valuable? Formative assessments allow teachers
to reflect on what has been taught, what has
been learned, and whether to move forward
with instruction or reteach the lessons.
Formative reading assessments can answer
the following questions: Have the students
mastered the reading skill? Should the reading
skill be retaught?
What are the
students’ weakest
reading skills?
What are the
students’ strongest
reading skills?
Who needs to
have the reading
skill retaught?
This book
is designed so
that classroom
teachers can
quickly ascertain
whether or not the
students within
the class are ready

6

to begin a new reading skill or if they need to
continue practicing a reading skill they have
not mastered.
Ten story sets are included in this book.
Each story set is composed of a story and
10 formative assessments that include the
following: main idea, supporting details,
inferences, cause and effect, comparison and
contrast, chronological order, author’s purpose
and perspective, word analysis, context clues,
and synonyms and antonyms.

ATIVE
M
R
O
F
0
0
1
E NT S
A S S E S S M ed
in
are conta
book!
within this

BLISS

TM

Formative Assessments Should Be

BLISS!™
Administrators and teachers often visualize
Immediate:
the formative assessment
ent process as
The teacher walks a
and checks for correct
being a grading-intensive,
sive,
responses—immediately.
responses—im
The teacher
in-depth event. A good
d
can determine
deter
the percentage of
formative assessment is
students
studen who understand the
the tool a teacher can
skill or concept. The teacher
use to determine
Brief
then
the has to decide to reteach
who understands
the
th concept, expand the
the concept, to
instruction,
i
or teach a
what degree they
new
n concept.
Simple
Legitimate
understand the
Supportive:
S
concept, and who
The teacher focuses on
does not understand
student
needs for upcoming
st
the concept at all.
instruction.
Results from
ins
Formative assessmentss
formative assessment are
the fo
ERY!
should not create MISERY!
Immediate
Supportive
used as the Realignment Point
In fact, the formative
teacher’s instruction. The
for the teach
n and
assessment process can
Realignment Point
Poin is simply the point at
should be pure BLISS™™ for the teacher
which the teacher examines the content the
and the student. What do I mean by BLISS?™
students have mastered after instruction
BLISS™ is an acronym that represents my five
and realigns the instruction to meet the
components for effective formative assessments.
students’ new instructional needs.
BLISS™ formative assessments are Brief,
Legitimate, Immediate, Supportive, and Simple.
Simple:
Brief:
A quick and easy measure of whether the
Formative assessments should be three or four
students got it or not.
questions linked to a specific skill or concept
just taught.
Author’s Note: The Realignment Point is a term coined

Legitimate:
The formative assessment should test what
was taught.

by the author to describe the point of instruction at
which the teacher must decide whether to move forward
with instruction or reteach the lesson or
portions of the lesson.
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STORY SET 1
Why the Ocean is Salty
A FILIPINO FOLKTALE

L

ong ago there lived a giant by the name
of Angelo. Angelo was the only son of
the king of the giants. Angelo was a
hard worker and he loved to wander the land
and help other people. When Angelo was not
helping other people, he enjoyed wandering in
the mountains and digging
many deep caves.
One bright sunny day,
Angelo walked down from
the mountains to the
seashore. Now at this time
the waters of the ocean
were pure and fresh. People
and animals could drink
the waters of the ocean
because there was no salt in
the water.
As Angelo was walking
along the beach, he saw a
woman crying. The crying
woman was Freda. Freda
explained that she lived in
one of the deep, dark caves he had dug. She
told Angelo that she was tired of living in the
subterranean cave. Freda begged Angelo to
build a large house beside the ocean for her.
Freda thought she would be happy living in a
big house by the ocean.
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Angelo felt sorry for Freda and promised her
he would do as she asked. Freda said the house
must be large and it must be built of bricks as
white as snow.
Soon Angelo began his task. Angelo could
not find any bricks as white as snow. The only
thing he could find that was
pure white was salt. Angelo
had never seen salt before and
he thought it was beautiful.
Angelo spent many months
cutting huge bricks of white salt
and using the bricks to build
the house.
When the house was
finished Freda began to cry
again because she thought the
white salt house next to the
ocean was not large enough
for her. She cried for days. As
Freda cried, her tears began
to dissolve the salt and wash
the house away. Freda’s tears
eventually washed all of her house into the
ocean. The ocean water became salty due to
Freda’s tears. Freda demanded that Angelo build
her another house. Angelo said if Freda wanted
a new house, then she would have to build it.
Freda then cried all the way back to her cave.

STORY SET 1
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Main Idea
1

What would be another good title for this story?
A. The Gentle Woman
B. How the Weeping Woman Made the Sea Salty
C. The Cruel Giant
D. all of the above

2

The main idea of the passage
A. is to tell a folktale of how the ocean became salty.
B. is to describe how to use salt in building a sturdy home.
C. is to praise Angelo for being a great builder.
D. is to praise Freda for being kind to other people.

3

The central point of the first paragraph is
A. to introduce the reader to the character of Angelo.
B. to explain to the reader how the ocean became salty.
C. to explain who dug caves in the mountains.
D. to introduce the reader to the character of Freda.
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STORY SET 1
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Supporting Details
1

Which statement is best supported by information in the story?
A. Freda hates to cry.
B. Angelo dislikes hearing people weep.
C. Freda is generous.
D. Freda is greedy.

2

Before the salt mansion dissolved, the ocean was
A. wild and untamed.
B. calm and peaceful.
C. pure and clean.
D. fresh and salty.

3

Which sentence best supports why Angelo helped Freda?
A. Freda explained that she lived in one of the deep caves he had dug.
B. Angelo felt sorry for Freda and promised her he would do as she asked.
C. When the house was finished Freda began to cry again because she thought the
white salt house next to the ocean was not large enough for her.
D. Angelo was tired of hearing Freda cry.

4

Why was Freda crying at the end of the story?
A. Freda had to return to the cave to live.
B. Angelo was tired of hearing Freda cry.
C. She thought the white salt home next to the ocean was not large enough for her.
D. Freda was so happy to be living in a big house by the ocean.
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STORY SET 1
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Inferences
1

The author might agree
A. Angelo should make the woman a new, larger mansion.
B. Angelo’s work was poor.
C. Freda was ungrateful.
D. the water in the ocean tasted better after the salt dissolved.

2

The reader can infer that
A. salt is not a good building material.
B. it is not good to build salt houses too close to the ocean.
C. some people are not grateful when someone does a favor for them.
D. all of the answers are correct.

3

The reader can conclude that
A. Angelo was a selfish man.
B. Freda had a good sense of humor.
C. Angelo was kind.
D. Freda had a cheery personality.

4

Based on the information in the story, what do you think Freda would never do?
A. Return to the cave to live.
B. Build her own home.
C. Ask another person to build her a house.
D. Ask Angelo for a third time to build her another house.
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STORY SET 1
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Cause and Effect
1

At the beginning of the story, why was the woman crying?
A. The woman was lost.
B. The woman was tired of living in a cave.
C. Angelo refused to build the woman a house.
D. The woman’s house was made of salt.

2

Why did Angelo agree to build a house for the woman?
A. Freda was crying and Angelo felt sorry for her.
B. Freda said she would pay Angelo.
C. Angelo had never worked with salt before.
D. Freda was tired of digging caves.

3

Why did Freda cry after the house was built?
A. The house was the wrong color.
B. The house was not large enough.
C. The house was unattractive.
D. The house should have been built on the mountaintop.

4

According to the story, why did the ocean become salty?
A. Angelo threw blocks of salt into the ocean.
B. Salt deposits were in the ocean.
C. The rain washed salt into the ocean.
D. Freda’s tears washed the salt house into the ocean.
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STORY SET 1
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Compare and Contrast
1

What were the differences between Angelo and Freda?
A. Angelo was selfish and Freda was generous.
B. Angelo felt sorry for himself and Freda felt sorry herself.
C. Angelo felt sorry for Freda and Freda felt sorry for only herself.
D. There was no difference between the two.

2

How were Freda’s feelings similar at the beginning of the story compared to the end
of the story?
A. At the beginning of the story she was happy, but at the end of the story she
was miserable.
B. At the beginning of the story she was miserable, but at the end of the story she
was happy.
C. She was miserable at the beginning of the story and miserable at the end of
the story.
D. Freda was happy at the beginning of the story and happy at the end of the story.

3

How did the ocean differ at the beginning of the story compared to the end?
A. At the beginning of the story the ocean was calm and peaceful, but at the end of
the story the ocean was rough and choppy.
B. At the beginning of the story the ocean was rough and choppy, but at the end of
the story the ocean was calm and peaceful.
C. At the beginning of the story the ocean was fresh and salty, but at the end of the
story the ocean was fresh and pure.
D. At the beginning of the story the ocean was fresh and pure, but at the end of the
story the ocean was salty.
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STORY SET 1
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Chronological Order
1

Which event from the story happened AFTER Angelo saw the crying woman?
A. Angelo became a hard worker.
B. Angelo walked down from the mountains to the seashore.
C. Angelo dug caves.
D. Angelo built a mansion of salt blocks.

2

What is the LAST event in the story?
A. Angelo walked along the seashore.
B. The crying woman began walking to her cave.
C. Angelo built the woman a beautiful mansion.
D. The ocean became salty due to the woman’s tears.

3

Place the events in chronological order.
1. The salt dissolved into the ocean.
2. The crying woman returned to her cave.
3. Angelo agreed to build a beautiful house for the woman.
4. Angelo walked to the seashore.
A. 3, 1, 2, 4
B. 4, 3, 1, 2
C. 1, 2, 3, 4
D. 3, 4, 2, 1
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STORY SET 1
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Author’s Purpose and Perspective
1

The author most likely views Freda as being
A. a happy and contented person.
B. a sad and greedy person.
C. a happy and selfish person.
D. a cheerful and selfish person.

2

What is the most likely reason the author wrote this story?
A. to entertain the reader with a folktale of how the ocean became salty
B. to tell the reader the true story of how the ocean became salty
C. to convince the reader that the ocean is salty
D. to compare how the ocean was different at the end of the story from the beginning
of the story

3

Which word below best describes the author’s view of Angelo?
A. withdrawn
B. concerned
C. regretful
D. hysterical

4

Which word best characterizes the overall tone of the passage?
A. tragic
B. entertaining
C. scary
D. frightening

15

STORY SET 1
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Word Analysis
1

Read the sentence from the story.
Freda’s tears eventually washed all of her house into the ocean.
In which of the following sentences does washed have the same meaning as in the
sentence above?
A. The children washed the big, fluff y dog.
B. The man and woman washed the filthy windows of the building.
C. The swift river washed the bridge away.
D. The children washed in the lake.

2

What does the word beautiful mean?
A. full of or having beauty
B. act of wanting beauty
C. without having beauty
D. state of having little beauty

3

Read the following sentence.
Angelo was a hard worker and he loved to wander the land and help other people.
The word worker means
A. to make work.
B. state of work.
C. full of work.
D. a person who works.
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STORY SET 1
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Context Clues
1

Read the sentence from the story.
She told Angelo that she was tired of living in the subterranean cave.
As used in the sentence above, the word subterranean means
A. underground.
B. above ground.
C. sun-drenched.
D. threatening.

2

Read the sentence from the story.
As Freda cried, her tears began to dissolve the salt and wash the house away.
What is the best meaning of the word dissolve as used in the sentence?
A. solidify
B. bake
C. liquefy
D. heat

3

Read the sentence from the story.
Freda’s tears eventually washed all of her house into the ocean.
What is the best meaning of the word eventually as used in the above sentence?
A. in time
B. never
C. formerly
D. already

17

STORY SET 1
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Synonyms and Antonyms
1

Which two words have nearly the OPPOSITE meaning?
A. bright/brilliant
B. giant/huge
C. crying/giggling
D. dark/gloomy

2

Which two words are MOST SIMILAR in meaning?
A. brick/block
B. white/black
C. wander/remain
D. dissolve/solidify

3

Which two words have nearly the OPPOSITE meaning?
A. seashore/beach
B. cave/cavern
C. mountain/valley
D. ocean/sea

4

Which two words are MOST SIMILAR in meaning?
A. promise/pledge
B. built/destroy
C. cry/laugh
D. salty/sweet
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STORY SET 2
The Blind Poet

T

hree or four hundred years after the
Trojan War, there lived a poor blind
poet named Homer. Homer wandered
about from place to place. As he walked he
played upon his lyre, a musical instrument
somewhat like a small
harp. As Homer roamed,
he recited wonderful
verses which told about
the adventures of the
Greek heroes and their
great deeds during the
Trojan War. The Trojan
War is believed by some to
be a ten year war between
Greece and Troy.
Stories were told that
this elderly blind man
had not always been poor
and blind. It was said
that having embarked
by mistake upon a ship manned by pirates,
Homer not only had been robbed of all his
wealth and blinded, but had been left upon a
lonely shore.
By some happy chance, poor Homer found
his way to a part of the country where there
were towns and villages. Homer soon won
many friends. Instead of spending all his time
weeping over his troubles, Homer tried to

think of some way in which he could earn his
living, and at the same time give pleasure to
others. He soon found that reciting the heroic
poems of the past brought joy to all who
listened. These heroic poems focused on great
Greek heroes.
As the people in those
days had no books, no
schools, and no televisions,
these poems seemed
very wonderful.
Little by little Homer
turned them into verses so
grand and beautiful that
we admire them still. As
he wandered from place
to place, old and young
crowded around him to
listen to his tales. Some
young people were so
struck by the tales that they
followed Homer everywhere, until they too
could repeat them. This was quite easy to do
because Homer had put them into the most
beautiful language the world had ever known.
As soon as these young men and women had
learned a few of the tales, they too began to
travel from place to place, telling the tales to all
they met. This is how Homer’s verses became
known throughout all of Greece.
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STORY SET 2
The Greeks
who could
recite Homer’s
poems eventually
went to the
islands, stopping
at every place
where Greek was
spoken. Other
youths learned
the poems.
Although the
poems were not
written down for
many years, they
were constantly
recited and
sung, and thus
kept alive in the
memory of the people. As for Homer, their
author, we know little about him. We are told
that he lived to be very old. Homer remained
poor as long as he lived. He continued to earn
his living by reciting his poems. Although he
lived in poverty in life, he was greatly honored
after his death. His two great heroic poems—
the Iliad, which told all about the Trojan War,
and the Odyssey, which told how the hero
Ulysses sailed about for ten years on his way
home from Troy—were finally written down,
and kept so carefully that they can still be
read today.

20

So many people admired these poems that
some years after Homer’s death an attempt was
made to find out more about him and about the
place where he was born.
Fifty cities claimed the honor of giving him
birth. Although it was never known for certain
where he was born, most people thought
the Island of Chios was his birthplace. The
Greek towns, wishing to show how much they
admired the works of Homer, sent yearly gifts
to this place, in honor of the grandest poet the
world has ever known.

STORY SET 2
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Main Idea
1

What would be a good title for this passage?
A. The Most Famous Poet of Greece
B. All People Should Become Poets
C. How to Write Poetry
D. Beautiful Poems

2

The central point of the passage is
A. to tell about the poet Homer.
B. to tell why people in Greece enjoyed poetry.
C. to tell how dangerous sea travel was years ago.
D. to tell how Homer became blind.

3

The primary purpose of the first paragraph of the passage is
A. to introduce the reader to Homer.
B. to introduce the reader to Greek poetry.
C. to tell the reader how Homer became blind.
D. to tell the reader about the daily life of Homer.

4

The primary purpose of the last paragraph of the passage is
A. to tell of the great poems of Homer.
B. to tell of the Greek Islands.
C. to tell about famous poets of Greece.
D. to tell how proud the Greeks were of Homer.
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STORY SET 2
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Supporting Details
1

Which detail from the passage helps show how much the Greeks enjoyed
Homer’s poetry?
A. Homer had the most beautiful voice in Greece.
B. As the people in those days had no books, no schools, and no televisions, these
poems seemed very wonderful.
C. As he wandered from place to place, old and young crowded around him to listen
to his tales.
D. Little by little Homer turned them into beautiful verses.

2

How did Homer become blind?
A. He was in a boating accident.
B. He had a disease.
C. He was born blind.
D. He was blinded by pirates.

3

When did Homer become a poet?
A. before the Trojan War
B. before he boarded the boat with pirates
C. after the pirates left him on the shore
D. after the young and old came to hear him recite poems

4

Where were gifts sent after Homer died?
A. to the Island of Chios
B. to the pirates
C. to the Trojans
D. to Rome

22

STORY SET 2
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Inferences
1

Why did Homer become more popular over time?
A. Homer’s poems were written down and sold to visitors.
B. Homer’s poems were retold by many storytellers and the people who heard
the poems liked them.
C. Homer became rich because of his poems.
D. Homer’s poetry made people sad.

2

Based on information in the passage, which is the most accurate statement
regarding Homer?
A. Homer sat around feeling sorry for himself after he became blind.
B. Homer felt he could not earn a living because he was old.
C. Homer expected other people to write poems for him.
D. Homer continued to improve his poems to make the poems better.

3

The reader can infer that Homer was
A. lazy.
B. arrogant.
C. dishonest.
D. resourceful.

4

Why did over 50 cities claim to be Homer’s birthplace?
A. Each city was proud of Homer and wanted to claim being the place where he
was born.
B. Each city wanted to disrespect Homer.
C. Each city wanted to laugh at Homer.
D. The city would become famous for being the place where Homer died.
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STORY SET 2
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Cause and Effect
1

Homer began reciting poems
A. because there were no books or schools.
B. because he was blind.
C. because he needed to earn a living.
D. because he thought poetry should be repeated.

2

Homer lost his wealth due to
A. giving it to less fortunate people.
B. being robbed by townspeople.
C. being robbed by pirates.
D. the Trojan War.

3

People enjoyed the poems Homer recited because
A. the poems were easy to read.
B. the poems were shown on television.
C. the poems entertained people.
D. the poems were easy to remember.

4

Young people followed Homer so that
A. they could hear his poems about the Greek Gods.
B. they could read his books.
C. they could enjoy the gifts he received.
D. they could learn the poems and eventually repeat them from memory.
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STORY SET 2
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Compare and Contrast
1

According to the passage, Homer’s life was different after he met the pirates. Which
sentence describes how Homer’s life was different?
A. Before he met the pirates Homer was a successful poet; after he met the pirates he
was not a successful poet.
B. Before he met the pirates Homer could see; after he met the pirates he was blind.
C. Before he met the pirates Homer was happy; after he met the pirates he was sad.
D. Before he met the pirates Homer fought in the Trojan War; after he met the pirates
he recited poetry.

2

How were Homer and the young poets alike?
A. Homer and the young poets made people happy by reciting poetry.
B. Homer and the young poets were poor.
C. Homer and the young poets were blind.
D. Homer and the young poets enjoyed wandering the world.

3

How were Homer’s poems different early in his career compared to later in his career?
A. Early in his career his poems were not as grand as later in his career.
B. Early in his career his poems were grand and later they were not.
C. Early in his career his poems were the same as later in the career.
D. Early in his career his poems focused on nature; later in his career he focused on
the Trojan War.
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STORY SET 2
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Chronological Order
1

According to the passage, which event happened FIRST?
A. People claimed their cities to be Homer’s birthplace.
B. Greek townspeople sent gifts to the Island of Chios.
C. Homer was blinded by pirates.
D. The Trojan War occurred.

2

What happened AFTER Homer was robbed and blinded but BEFORE he began
reciting poems?
A. He fought in the Trojan War.
B. He was left on a lonely shore.
C. He was honored as being a great poet.
D. He boarded a boat with pirates.

3

What is the LAST event that happened in the passage?
A. Homer earned money reciting poems and singing songs.
B. Homer returned to his hometown.
C. Homer became blind.
D. Greek townspeople sent gifts to the Island of Chios.

4

What happened AFTER Homer began wandering the land reciting poems?
A. The pirates blinded him.
B. He became rich and famous.
C. He returned to the city where he was originally born.
D. People followed him and learned to recite the same poems.
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STORY SET 2
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Author’s Purpose and Perspective
1

With which statement would the author of The Blind Poet most likely agree?
A. Homer was a determined man.
B. Homer was a man full of self-pity.
C. Homer was a selfish man.
D. Homer was a dishonest man.

2

The author would most likely believe the young poets followed Homer because
A. Homer made lots of money.
B. Homer was famous.
C. they wanted to learn how to recite the poems like Homer.
D. they wanted to help Homer.

3

The most likely reason the author wrote this passage was to
A. explain how to be a great poet.
B. inform the reader about a great poet.
C. persuade the reader that Homer was the greatest poet who ever lived.
D. persuade the reader that war is wrong.

4

Which word best characterizes how the author feels about Homer?
A. jealous
B. admiration
C. disrespect
D. delight
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STORY SET 2
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Word Analysis
1

Read the following sentence.
As Homer roamed, he recited wonderful verses which told about the adventures of the
Greek heroes and their great deeds during the Trojan War.
The word recited means
A. told from memory.
B. identified specifically.
C. spelled correctly.
D. named specifically.

2

What does heroic mean as used in the following sentence?
These heroic poems focused on great Greek heroes.
A. having or displaying qualities of a coward
B. having or displaying qualities of a hero
C. someone acting as an informer
D. someone who is disloyal

3

What does musical mean as used in the following sentence?
As he walked he played upon his lyre, a musical instrument somewhat like a small harp.
A. of or pertaining to music
B. a song sung by a musician
C. place for music
D. to play music again
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STORY SET 2
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Context Clues
1

Read the sentence below from the passage.
So many people admired these poems that some years after Homer’s death an attempt
was made to find out more about him and about the place where he was born.
In this sentence attempt means
A. pioneer.
B. effort.
C. challenge.
D. struggle.

2

Read the sentence from the story.
So many people admired these poems that some years after Homer’s death an attempt
was made to find out more about him and about the place where he was born.
What does the word admired mean as used in the above sentence?
A. regarded with sadness
B. regarded with anticipation
C. regarded with regret
D. regarded with wonder and delight

3

Read this sentence from the passage.
Some young people were struck by the poems.
What does the word struck mean as used in the above sentence?
A. hit
B. find unexpectedly
C. affected
D. walked out
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STORY SET 2
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Synonyms and Antonyms
1

Which two words have nearly the SAME meaning?
A. wonderful/moral
B. wonderful/noble
C. wonderful/decent
D. wonderful/superb

2

Which two words are SIMILAR in meaning?
A. focus/concentration
B. focus/edge
C. focus/rim
D. focus/frame

3

Which two words have nearly the SAME meaning?
A. grand/great
B. grand/poor
C. grand/ordinary
D. grand/humble

4

DAY 8 - WORD OF THE DAY

Which two words are OPPOSITE in meaning?
A. constantly/continually
B. constantly/always
C. constantly/seldom
D. constantly/regularly
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STORY SET 3
Pandora and the Golden Box
A GREEK MYTH

O

nce long ago, people had no fire to
use to cook or keep warm. A man
named Prometheus knew the Mighty
Ones kept their fire on the mountaintop in a
great fire pit. Prometheus snuck
up to the fire pit and took a
few embers. He then ran from
the mountaintop and shared
the fire with the people of
the earth.
Several days later Zeus,
the king of the Mighty
Ones, looked down from
his mountaintop home
and saw fires burning
and people enjoying
the warmth. Zeus
became very
angry because
he did not want
people to have fire.
He thought only the
Mighty Ones should be allowed to have fire.
“Who has done this?” he asked.
Someone answered, “Prometheus!”
“What!” he cried. “Well, I will punish
him! Let those puny men keep their fire. I will
make them ten times more miserable than
they were before they had it.”

Of course it would be easy enough to
deal with Prometheus at any time, so Zeus
was in no great hurry. Zeus made up his
mind to bother mankind first. He thought
of a plan for doing it in a very strange,
roundabout way.
Zeus ordered a beautiful golden box
made. He placed thousands of horrible
creatures inside the box. Zeus’s sister,
Hestia knew what Zeus intended and
she placed one other creature in
the box without
Zeus knowing it.
“Now,” said
Zeus, “I will give
this as a gift to a
curious person.”
Zeus knew that Pandora
was the perfect person to
receive the box. She was
beautiful, had a pleasant voice,
good manners, and a kind heart. But
more than anything, Pandora was curious.
One morning Zeus knocked on Pandora’s
door and gave her the golden box. Zeus told
her the box held many wonderful things.
Zeus’s sister, Hestia, had accompanied him
to Pandora’s house. She warned Pandora to
never, never open it, or look at the
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things inside the box. As soon as Zeus and
Hestia left Pandora’s house, Pandora started to
think about what might be in the box.
“There must be jewels in the box,” Pandora
said to herself.
Then she thought of
how they would add to her
beauty if only she could
wear them.
“Why did Zeus give
them to me if I should
never use them or look at
them?” she asked herself.
The more she thought about the golden
box, the more curious she was to see what was
in it. Every day she took it down from the shelf
and felt the lid. Pandora tried to look inside the
beautiful golden box without opening it.
“Why should I care what Hestia told me?”
she thought to herself. “She is not beautiful and
jewels would be of no use to her. I think that I
will look inside the box. Hestia will never know.
Nobody else will ever know.”
She opened the lid slightly, just enough to
peep inside. All at once there was a whirring
and rustling sound. Before she could shut it, ten
thousand strange creatures with horrible faces
and gaunt, dreadful forms flew out of the box.
There were things that nobody in all the world
had ever seen. The creatures fluttered about the
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room for awhile and then flew away to find new
homes with people.
These horrible creatures that had emerged
from the beautiful, golden box were diseases
and worries. Up to that time, mankind had
not experienced sickness or
worries of any kind.
These creatures
flew into every house.
Without anyone seeing
them, they settled down
in the hearts of men,
women, and children.
These creatures put an
end to people’s joy. Ever since
that day they have been flitting and creeping,
unseen and unheard bringing pain and sorrow
into every household.
However, Pandora had not shut the lid
tightly. A beautiful creature crept out of the
box. Pandora watched in amazement as the
beautiful creature emerged.
“Who are you?” asked Pandora in awe.
The tiny creature said, “I am Hope! Even
though all the terrible diseases and worries
escaped the box, I can still make the world
a happy place. Where there is sadness, I will
spread joy. Where there is disease, I will spread
hope.” Hope then flew out of Pandora’s window
and began helping all the people of the earth.

STORY SET 3
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Main Idea
1

What would be another good title for this story?
A. The Little Bottle of Horrors
B. Pandora’s Curiosity
C. Pandora and the Foolish Girl
D. Hope

2

What is the main idea of the second paragraph?
A. Zeus was happy people had fire.
B. Zeus was angry people had fire.
C. Zeus wanted to give people fire.
D. Zeus wanted people to give him fire.

3

What is the main idea of the last paragraph?
A. There was still a possibility that mankind could be happy.
B. Mankind was doomed to be miserable.
C. Hope did not want to help mankind.
D. Pandora was convinced mankind could help themselves.

4

The author’s primary point is
A. curiosity can cause harm.
B. people should not have fire.
C. Zeus was an evil being.
D. beautiful boxes are not good gifts.
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STORY SET 3
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Supporting Details
1

Which event did not happen in the story?
A. Zeus knocked on Pandora’s door and gave her the golden box.
B. As soon as Zeus left Pandora’s house, Pandora started to think about what might
be in the box.
C. Every day Pandora took the box down from the shelf and felt the lid.
D. Zeus thought of a plan for helping mankind in a very strange, roundabout way.

2

How did mankind obtain fire?
A. Zeus gave fire to mankind.
B. Mankind found fire.
C. Pandora released fire from the box.
D. Prometheus gave fire to mankind.

3

Why did Zeus give Pandora the box?
A. Zeus thought Pandora was the most beautiful woman in the world.
B. Zeus thought Pandora was too curious and she would eventually open the box.
C. Pandora had wanted a beautiful box.
D. Zeus gave Pandora the box so she would release Hope.

4

According to the story, how did disease get into the world?
A. Zeus released diseases into the world.
B. Prometheus released diseases into the world.
C. Pandora released diseases into the world.
D. Mankind released diseases into the world.
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STORY SET 3
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Inferences
1

The reader can infer
A. Zeus is using Pandora’s curiosity to hurt mankind.
B. Zeus dislikes mankind.
C. Zeus does not want to help mankind.
D. All of the above are correct.

2

The last creature to come out of the box was named Hope because
A. she had the power to hurt mankind.
B. Hope was afraid of Pandora.
C. Zeus named her Hope.
D. she had the power to help mankind.

3

The author implies
A. although disease and worries were unleashed upon the earth, mankind would be
alright because of Hope.
B. mankind will not be safe.
C. mankind does not care about disease and worries.
D. mankind does not care about Hope.

4

How did Pandora probably feel upon seeing Hope at the end of the story?
A. Pandora thought she was an evil creature.
B. Pandora felt that mankind would be safe.
C. Pandora thought Hope could not help mankind.
D. Pandora was afraid Zeus would not allow Hope to help mankind.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Cause and Effect
1

Why did Zeus order the golden box?
A. Zeus was annoyed that people were happy and content.
B. Zeus knew Pandora would purposely let the creatures out.
C. Zeus was annoyed that Hestia wanted him to spare mankind.
D. Zeus knew Pandora was greedy and wanted to give her jewels.

2

Why did Pandora want to open the box?
A. She thought the box might contain jewels that would add to her beauty.
B. She thought a treasure would be inside that would make her rich.
C. She wanted to do the opposite of what Hestia told her to do.
D. She wanted to obey Zeus.

3

What caused Zeus to choose Pandora to receive the box?
A. Zeus hated Pandora because she was curious.
B. Zeus wanted to make Pandora miserable.
C. Zeus wanted Pandora to allow Hope to escape from the box.
D. Zeus knew Pandora was curious and she would not be able to resist opening
the box.

4

Why did Hestia place Hope in the golden box?
A. She wanted to help mankind.
B. She wanted to hurt mankind.
C. She knew Hope needed a new home.
D. She thought Pandora would like Hope.
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Compare and Contrast
1

How was Hope different than the other creatures that emerged from the box?
A. Hope spread joy; the other creatures spread disease and worry.
B. Hope spread disease; the other creatures spread joy.
C. Neither Hope nor the other creatures spread joy.
D. Hope and the creatures offered to spread joy and hope throughout the world.

2

How were the first creatures that flew from the golden box different from the
last creature?
A. The first creatures were good and the last creature was evil.
B. All the creatures that flew from the box were good.
C. All the creatures that flew from the box were evil.
D. The first creatures were evil and the last creature was good.

3

How were Zeus and Prometheus different?
A. Zeus believed that mankind should have fire and Prometheus believed mankind
should not have fire.
B. Prometheus believed that mankind should have fire and Zeus believed mankind
should not have fire.
C. Zeus believed Pandora should have the golden box and Prometheus believed
Pandora should not have the golden box.
D. Prometheus believed Pandora should have the golden box and Zeus believed
Pandora should not have the golden box.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Chronological Order
1

Which event happened AFTER Pandora opened the box?
A. Mankind did not experience any diseases or worries.
B. Pandora opened the box slightly.
C. Man became sick and worried.
D. Hestia was very sad that Pandora had allowed Hope to escape.

2

Which event occurred LAST in the story?
A. Pandora opened the box.
B. Hope escaped from the box.
C. The creatures spread diseases and worries.
D. Zeus gave Pandora a golden box.

3

What happened immediately AFTER Zeus put the creatures in the box?
A. Prometheus stole the fire.
B. Prometheus gave the fire to man.
C. Zeus gave the box to Pandora.
D. Hestia placed another creature in the box.

4

According to the story, AFTER Pandora opened the golden box, what event
occurred next?
A. Zeus became angry.
B. The creatures flew out of the golden box.
C. Pandora stopped the creatures from leaving the golden box.
D. Hope flew out of the golden box.
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Author’s Purpose and Perspective
1

The author probably viewed Hope as being
A. unselfish.
B. rude.
C. disagreeable.
D. humorous.

2

With which statement would the author of Pandora and the Golden Box
MOST LIKELY agree?
A. Curiosity can cause harm.
B. Be nice to others and others will be nice to you.
C. Always look before crossing the street.
D. Judge yourself before you judge others.

3

The author included curiosity as one of Pandora’s character traits
A. so Pandora would be interesting.
B. so it would be believable that Pandora would open the golden box.
C. so readers would dislike Pandora.
D. so Pandora would not open the golden box.

4

The author MOST LIKELY viewed Pandora as
A. adventurous.
B. nosy.
C. concerned.
D. quiet.
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Word Analysis
1

Read the sentence from the story.
She opened the lid slightly, just enough to peep inside.
What does the word slightly mean?
A. a little
B. to a large degree
C. not at all
D. greatly

2

Read the sentence from the story.
Up to that time, mankind had not experienced sickness or worries of any kind.
What does the word sickness mean?
A. not sick
B. to call to be sick
C. without being sick
D. being sick

3

Read the following sentence.
Before she could shut it, ten thousand strange creatures with horrible faces and gaunt,
dreadful forms flew out of the box.
What does the word dreadful mean?
A. make dread
B. state of dread
C. full of dread
D. a person who dreads
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Context Clues
1

Read this sentence from the story.
Zeus made up his mind to bother mankind first.
As used in the sentence above, the word bother means
A. to help.
B. to assist.
C. to annoy.
D. to support.

2

Read the sentence from the story.
Prometheus snuck up to the fire pit and took a few embers.
As used in the sentence above, the word embers means
A. coals.
B. blocks.
C. sticks.
D. slabs.

3

Which word could the author have used instead of the word accompanied in the
sentence below?
Zeus’s sister, Hestia, had accompanied him to Pandora’s house.
A. complemented
B. associated
C. sprinted
D. escorted
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Synonyms and Antonyms
1

Read this sentence from the story.
The creatures fluttered about the room for awhile and then flew away to find new
homes with people.
Which word means almost the SAME as fluttered?
A. flapped
B. ran
C. clunked
D. staggered

2

Read the sentence from the story.
These horrible creatures that had emerged from the beautiful, golden box were
diseases and worries.
Which word means the OPPOSITE of emerged?
A. appeared
B. retreated
C. materialized
D. noted

3

Read the sentence from the story.
Let those puny men keep their fire.
Which word means almost the SAME as puny?
A. weak
B. strong
C. thin
D. heavy
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The Oak Tree

Sing for the oak tree,
The king of the wood.
Sing for the oak tree,
That grows green and good.
That grows broad and branching
Within the forest shade,
That grows now, and yet shall grow,
Its leaves are a lovely jade.

The little sapling oak tree!
Its root was like a thread,
Till the kindly earth had nourished it;
Then out it freely spread.
On this side and on that side
It grappled with the ground.
And in the ancient, broken rock,
Its firmest footing found.

The oak tree was an acorn once,
And fell upon the earth.
And sun and showers nourished it,
And gave the oak tree birth.
The little sprouting oak tree!
Two leaves it had at first,
The sun and showers had nourished it,
Then out the branches burst.

The winds came, and the rain fell,
The gusty tempest blew.
All were friends to the oak tree,
And stronger yet it grew.
The boy that saw the acorn fall,
He’s older now and gray;
But the oak is still a thriving tree,
And strengthens every day.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Main Idea
1

What is the poem The Oak Tree mainly about?
A. a young oak tree
B. an old oak tree
C. an acorn growing and becoming a tree
D. an acorn in different kinds of weather

2

What would be the best title for this poem?
A. Little Acorn, Big Tree
B. Acorn
C. The Old Oak Tree
D. The Boy Who Likes Acorns

3

What is the main idea of the third stanza?
A. an acorn falling from the tree
B. the growth of a young tree
C. the growth of a young boy
D. an adult tree and its strength

4

What is the main idea of the fourth stanza?
A. a man and the sadness he feels
B. a tree that is still growing stronger
C. the acorn falling from the tree
D. the death of the oak tree
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Supporting Details
1

Which detail from the poem helps show how fragile and small the oak tree was at
one time?
A. The little sapling oak tree!
B. Its root was like a thread.
C. The kindly earth had nourished it.
D. Then out it freely spread.

2

What color are the oak tree’s leaves?
A. brown
B. golden
C. jade
D. yellow-green

3

What helped the oak tree grow?
A. the sun and showers
B. the shade and woods
C. the rain and woods
D. the acorn and rain

4

How many leaves did the oak tree have in the second stanza?
A. one
B. two
C. three
D. four
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Inferences
1

Where is the setting of the poem?
A. the woods
B. the city
C. a small village
D. a large lake

2

The reader can assume that
A. there are lots of oak trees in the forest.
B. the oak tree grows for a long time.
C. the oak tree does not need much water to survive.
D. the oak tree does not need sunlight to grow.

3

The poem suggests
A. oak trees live longer than people.
B. oak trees live for a few years.
C. oak trees live for over ten thousand years.
D. oak trees live less than one year.

4

The reader can infer
A. the boy has grown into an old man.
B. the boy has grown up and now has a son of his own.
C. the oak tree was cut down for furniture.
D. the oak tree died of old age.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Cause and Effect
1

In the second stanza, what caused the oak tree’s branches to burst outward?
A. The small boy watered it.
B. The ancient rock pushed the branches outward.
C. The rich soil nourished it.
D. The sun and showers nourished it.

2

What was the effect of time passing?
A. Several other oak trees began to grow.
B. The boy became a man.
C. The sun began to shine.
D. The rain eventually stopped.

3

What was the effect of the rain and sun on the acorn?
A. The oak tree began to grow.
B. The acorn rotted away.
C. The acorn doubled in size.
D. It had no effect.

4

Why does the author think the oak tree should be honored?
A. The author thinks the oak tree is a magnificent tree.
B. The oak tree is the boy’s favorite tree.
C. The oak tree grows forever.
D. The oak tree is the color of jade.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Compare and Contrast
1

How did the oak tree change in the poem?
A. It began as a little acorn and eventually became a strong tree.
B. It did not change.
C. It started as a small tree and became a large tree.
D. It was a large tree throughout the poem.

2

How did the boy who saw the acorn fall change in the poem?
A. He became greedy.
B. He grew older.
C. He became carefree.
D. He did not change.

3

How were the boy and the oak tree different?
A. The oak tree continued growing larger and the boy became a man and
stopped growing.
B. The boy continued growing and the oak tree stopped growing.
C. The oak tree and the boy continued growing.
D. The oak tree and the boy stopped growing.

4

How were the boy and the oak tree similar?
A. Both the boy and the tree grew when they were young.
B. Both the boy and the tree felt the wind during the storm.
C. The boy and the tree needed soil to grow.
D. The boy and the tree did not need water to grow.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Chronological Order
1

What happened BEFORE the root grew freely?
A. The earth nourished it.
B. The tree was planted by the boy.
C. The tree was moved to another location.
D. The wind blew it.

2

What happened BEFORE the acorn began to grow?
A. The boy stepped on the acorn and cracked it open.
B. The man planted the acorn.
C. The man was walking in the woods.
D. The acorn received sunlight and rain.

3

What was the oak tree doing at the end of the poem?
A. The oak tree had stopped growing.
B. The oak tree was still growing.
C. The oak tree had two leaves.
D. The branches of the oak tree had began to droop.

4

Where was the acorn BEFORE it fell upon the earth?
A. hanging from the tree
B. on the ground
C. by the lake
D. in the boy’s pocket
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Author’s Purpose and Perspective
1

How did the author probably feel about the oak tree?
A. The author thought the oak tree was a great tree.
B. The author did not like the oak tree.
C. The author thought the oak tree was not as good as other trees.
D. The author thought the oak tree should be moved to a new location.

2

Read the lines of poetry.
Sing for the oak tree,
The king of the wood
These lines of poetry indicate that the author viewed the oak tree as
A. a majestic tree.
B. a pathetic tree.
C. a common tree.
D. a weak tree.

3

With which statement would the author of The Oak Tree most likely agree?
A. The oak tree was only one of many beautiful trees.
B. It was amazing that the oak tree began life as a tiny acorn and grew into a
huge tree.
C. The oak tree was an excellent source of wood for furniture.
D. The oak tree grew quickly in a short time.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Word Analysis
1

Read the lines from the poem The Oak Tree.
Its root was like a thread,
Till the kindly earth had nourished it;
And in the ancient, broken rock,
Its firmest footing found.
What is meant by, “Its firmest footing found”?
A. The boy found firm footing.
B. The roots became firmly planted.
C. The roots became loose.
D. The boy found the roots loose.

2

Read the two lines from the poem The Oak Tree.
And sun and showers nourished it,
And gave the oak tree birth.
What does the word nourished mean?
A. to promote the development of
B. to stop the development of
C. to hinder the development of
D. to reverse the development of

3

What does the word kindly mean in the phrase?
Till the kindly earth had nourished it;
A. in the worst way
B. in a kind manner
C. in a happy way
D. in a gentle way
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Context Clues
1

Read this sentence from the story.
The gusty tempest blew.
What does the word tempest mean?
A. storm
B. riot
C. uproar
D. breeze

2

Read the sentence from the poem.
Its leaves are a lovely jade.
The word jade means
A. yellow in color.
B. green in color.
C. blue in color.
D. brown in color.

3

Read the sentence from the story.
Then out the branches burst.
What does the word burst mean in the sentence?
A. sprang
B. drifted
C. poured
D. stopped
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Synonyms and Antonyms
1

Which word pair has nearly the OPPOSITE meaning?
A. strengthen/reinforce
B. strengthen/increase
C. strengthen/weaken
D. strengthen/support

2

Which word pair has nearly the SAME meaning?
A. spread/expand
B. spread/withdraw
C. spread/decrease
D. spread/fold

3

Which word pair has nearly the OPPOSITE meaning?
A. thriving/flourishing
B. thriving/successful
C. thriving/booming
D. thriving/failing

4

Which word pair has nearly the SAME meaning?
A. sprouting/budding
B. sprouting/declining
C. sprouting/wasting
D. sprouting/moving
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STORY SET 5
Dinosaur National Monument

L

ocated in Colorado and Utah, Dinosaur
National Monument is a place to learn
about fossils, enjoy nature, and spend
time in outdoor activities. The following basic
information is provided so visitors can plan
their trip to Dinosaur National Monument.
The 210,000 acres within the park will grab
visitors’ attention with its beauty, rugged
wilderness, solitude, and silence. This is a place
to relax and reflect, or hike, drive, and boat
through the diverse landscapes. Enjoy!
What Does It Cost?
An entrance fee is charged only in the
Dinosaur Quarry. The entrance fee is good for
7 days:
• $10 per family vehicle
• $5 per motorcycle ($10 with a passenger)
• $5 for an individual (hiker or bicycle)
• Special fees for commercial tours and buses
apply. Call for an educational group entrance
fee waiver or more detailed information.
Camping fees vary depending on the season
and facilities. Be prepared to pay from $6.00
to $12.00 per night. Rates for the reservationonly group campsites at Split Mountain group
campground are higher.
Fees and non-commercial river permits
are required for private white water
river trips on the Green and Yampa
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rivers within the park. For information on fees,
equipment and experience requirements, and
how to apply for the permit, call the park office.
What Kinds of Recreational Activities
Are There to Do?
There are many recreational activities
available at Dinosaur National Monument.
Hiking trails are plentiful and hiking visitors
are able to get close to nature. There are also
white water boat trips. The boat trips may be the
best way to see Dinosaur National Monument.
In addition to experiencing the thrill of riding
the rapids, visitors also get to see beautiful cliffs,
awe-inspiring bighorn sheep and nature.
Fishing is also available. Visitors who fish
must be aware that there are four endangered
native fish that live in the rivers within the area.
If an endangered fish is hooked by a fisherman,
the fish must immediately be returned to the
water. Catfish and pike are plentiful at the
Green Yampa Rivers. Brown and rainbow trout
are numerous in Jones Hole Creek. Jones Hole
Creek is a perfect habitat for these fish. There are
restrictions as to which types of tackle can be
used at Jones Hole Creek. Fishermen who would
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like to fish within Dinosaur National Monument
must have a fishing license and be familiar with
the rules.
There are no swimming accommodations at
Dinosaur National Monument due to the river
water being cold with strong currents. However,
there are swimming
pools available close to
the monument.
Mountain biking
is a sport that is slowly
growing in popularity
at Dinosaur National
Monument. Although
there are no mountain
bike trails in the
monument, bikes can
travel on the paved
and unpaved roads in
the monument. The
roads are narrow and
there are no bike paths.
Mountain bikes are not
allowed on any hiking
trails or backcountry
roads. There are several
routes that mountain
bikers can take that are
enjoyable. One of the best mountain bike routes
in the monument is the Island Park Road. The
Island Park Road is 12 - 17 miles long one way
and ends at a campground. It is unpaved, but
well maintained, and an easy ride. Another

great bike route is the Echo Park Road. It is
13 miles long one way and ends at the Echo
Park Campground (camping fee required). It
is unpaved, rough and steep, and a tricky ride.
The Yampa Bench Road is 51 miles long in the
monument and an additional 20 miles or so to
US 40. There are no campgrounds or water along
this route. The road is
unpaved, rough, and steep
in several places, and is a
very difficult ride. Good
planning is necessary for
this trip.
Can I Bring My Pets?
Bringing pets to the
park may restrict visitors’
activities. Pets are not
allowed in the visitor
centers, on any of the
trails, in the backcountry,
or in boats. Pets must be
on a leash at all times.
Visitors can keep their
pets with them at their
campsite. Sometimes
people think they can
hike a trail and their
pet will be okay in the
car. That is not the case,
however. The daytime temperatures are warm
and pets have suffered terribly by being kept in
a hot car, even with the windows partially rolled
down for ventilation.
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educational items
specifically for
children.

Is the Park Crowded with People and Cars?
The number of people who visit Dinosaur
National Monument during the summer is
low compared to other parks and that is one
of its charms. The Dinosaur Quarry may be
crowded in the middle of the day. The rest
of the park, however, is another story. There
is always enough parking at the attractions.
Campgrounds usually do not fill up. Without
a doubt, Dinosaur National Monument is
a wonderful park for silence, relaxation,
and reflection.
What is Available for Children to Do?
Dinosaurs fascinate children. Therefore,
a visit to the Dinosaur Quarry is exciting
for most youngsters. The Quarry bookstore
has a fine selection of books and
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There is a Junior
Ranger program in
which children can
participate. However,
it is not like the
typical Junior Ranger
programs at some
other National Parks.
Before children can
participate in the
program, their parents
must sign a consent
form. The program is more challenging
and more time consuming. It is designed to
involve both the child and parent and to be
educational.
The Desert Voices Nature Trail has wayside
signs along the trail that were designed by
children, for children. This is an enjoyable
walk for a family. Youngsters like to get out
and do things, so a walk along any of the
park’s trails can be enjoyable for children.
Children love river trips. Tickets are
available for purchase for a one-day or multiday river trip. Tickets must be purchased prior
to the river trip. A one-day or multi-day river
trip will provide children experiences they
will remember for the rest of their lives.

STORY SET 5
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Main Idea
1

What would be a good title for this article?
A. Everything You Need to Know About Dinosaur National Monument
B. The Best National Parks to Visit
C. How to Find Dinosaur National Monument
D. Finding Dinosaurs

2

What is the central point of the passage?
A. to provide information about how to take care of pets at Dinosaur
National Monument
B. to provide information about fishing at Dinosaur National Monument
C. to provide information so visitors can plan their trip to Dinosaur
National Monument
D. to provide information about swimming at Dinosaur National Monument

3

What is the primary point of the section with the subheading What is Available for
Children to Do?
A. to provide information about activities that children would enjoy participating
in at Dinosaur National Monument
B. to provide information about the Junior Ranger program at Dinosaur
National Monument
C. to provide information about the type of fishing tackle children need at
Dinosaur National Monument
D. to provide information about the river trips that children would enjoy at
Dinosaur National Monument
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Supporting Details
1

What kinds of recreational activities are there to do at Dinosaur National Monument?
A. hiking, swimming, white water boat trips, fishing
B. biking, swimming, white water boat trips, fishing
C. white water boat trips, swimming, fishing
D. hiking, biking, white water boat trips, fishing

2

Before fishing, a fisherman must have
A. a fishing license.
B. tackle.
C. permission to fish in the lakes.
D. a container to put the fish into after catching them.

3

Which statement about Dinosaur National Monument is not true?
A. It costs ten dollars for a family to enter the park in a car.
B. Hiking is available in Dinosaur National Monument.
C. Swimming pools are plentiful in Dinosaur National Monument.
D. Echo Park Road is a great road for bike riding.

4

Which detail supports the idea that pets should be brought to Dinosaur
National Monument?
A. Bringing pets to the park may restrict visitors’ activities.
B. Visitors can keep their pets with them at their campsite.
C. Pets are not allowed in the visitor centers, on any of the park’s trails, in
the backcountry, or in boats.
D. Pets may suffer terribly in the heat at Dinosaur National Monument.
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Inferences
1

Why is it important for fishermen to release the fish that are endangered?
A. so the endangered fish can reproduce
B. so the endangered fish can be caught by other fishermen
C. so the endangered fish can continue to swim with the other fish
D. so the endangered fish can swim to new rivers

2

Why were children selected to create the signs for the Desert Voices Nature Trail?
A. The children did not charge for their work.
B. Children enjoy seeing other children’s creations.
C. Children are more creative than adults.
D. Children were the only people available to create the signs.

3

Why do people enjoy visiting Dinosaur National Monument?
A. Dinosaur National Monument is free to enter.
B. Dinosaur National Monument provides free transportation to the park.
C. Dinosaur National Monument has a variety of activities that people can enjoy.
D. Dinosaur National Monument is the only park in the United States.
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Cause and Effect
1

Why must fishermen recognize the four endangered native fish?
A. so they know which fish taste the best
B. so they know which fish might bite
C. so they know which fish should be released
D. so they know which fish will live the longest

2

Why should pets not be brought to Dinosaur National Monument?
A. There are many places within the park where the pets are not allowed.
B. Pets could easily become lost.
C. Pets are not allowed at campsites.
D. There are many types of diseases that pets could become infected with at the park.

3

Why should people not visit Dinosaur Quarry in the middle of the day in the summer?
A. Dinosaur Quarry offers many different activities in which people can participate.
B. Dinosaur Quarry is too crowded in the middle of the day in the summer.
C. The Dinosaur Quarry closes at noon in the summer.
D. The Dinosaur Quarry does not allow visitors in the afternoon.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Compare and Contrast
1

Compare the Dinosaur National Monument Junior Ranger program to the Junior
Ranger programs at other National Parks.
A. The Junior Ranger programs at other National Parks are more challenging
and more time consuming than the Junior Ranger program at Dinosaur
National Monument.
B. The Junior Ranger program at Dinosaur National Monument is more challenging
and time consuming than the Junior Ranger programs at other national parks.
C. All the programs are the same.
D. The Junior Ranger program at Dinosaur National Monument requires all children
be at least 12 years old in order to participate.

2

Compare how Island Park Road and Yampa Bench Road are different.
A. Yampa Bench Road is longer than Island Park Road.
B. Island Park Road is longer than Yampa Bench Road.
C. Yampa Bench Road has a campground, but Island Park Road does not have
a campground.
D. Yampa Bench Road has places to stop for water, but Island Park Road does not.

3

How is riding the rapids different than other activities at Dinosaur
National Monument.
A. Visitors get to see beautiful cliffs.
B. Visitors get to see fish.
C. Visitors get close to nature.
D. Visitors get to enjoy warm temperatures.
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Chronological Order
1

What must occur BEFORE a visitor can enter Dinosaur National Monument?
A. Visitors must stop and get a park map.
B. Visitors must pay an entrance fee.
C. Visitors must rent a camping space.
D. Visitors must leave before dark.

2

What must occur BEFORE children can participate in the Junior Ranger program?
A. The children’s parents must sign a consent form.
B. The children must pay a fee.
C. The children must be willing to play sports.
D. The children’s parents must participate.

3

What happens BEFORE a person goes on a river trip?
A. The person must sign a consent form.
B. The person must pack a lunch.
C. A boat must be rented.
D. A permit must be obtained.
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Author’s Purpose and Perspective
1

Why did the author write this article?
A. to tell a story about Dinosaur National Monument
B. to provide information about Dinosaur National Monument
C. to persuade the reader that activities at Dinosaur National Monument are better
than at other National Parks
D. to describe what campgrounds look like at Dinosaur National Monument

2

How would the author probably describe Dinosaur National Monument?
A. ugly
B. magnificent
C. boring
D. dangerous

3

Which word best characterizes the overall tone of the passage?
A. instructive
B. sarcastic
C. serious
D. remorseful
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Word Analysis
1

Read the sentence from the passage.
Fees and non-commercial river permits are required for private white water river trips
on the Green and Yampa rivers within the park.
The word non-commercial means
A. able to be commercial.
B. very small commercial.
C. not commercial.
D. extremely commercial.

2

Read the sentence from the passage.
Another great bike route is Echo Park Road. It is 13 miles long one way and ends at
the Echo Park Campground (camping fee required). It is unpaved, rough and steep,
and a tricky ride.
The word unpaved means
A. heavily paved.
B. not paved.
C. somewhat paved.
D. paved again.

3

Read the sentence from the passage.
Youngsters like to get out and do things, so a walk along any of the trails in the park
can be enjoyable for children.
The word enjoyable means
A. one who enjoys.
B. not allowed to be enjoyed.
C. somewhat dreadful.
D. able to be enjoyed.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Context Clues
1

Read the following sentence.
The daytime temperatures are warm and pets have suffered terribly by being kept in a
hot car, even with the windows partially rolled down for ventilation.
What does the word ventilation mean in the sentence?
A. dry heat
B. circulation of air
C. protection
D. security

2

Read these sentences from the story.
Dinosaurs fascinate children. Therefore, a visit to the Dinosaur Quarry is exciting for
most youngsters.
As used in the sentence above, the word fascinate means
A. interest.
B. repel.
C. bore.
D. exhaust.

3

Read the sentences from the story.
Bringing pets to the park may restrict visitors’ activities. Pets are not allowed in the
visitor centers or on any of the trails.
What does the word restrict mean?
A. broaden
B. limit
C. promote
D. support
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Synonyms and Antonyms
1

Read the sentence from the passage.
Call for an educational group entrance fee waiver or more detailed information.
Which word most nearly means the OPPOSITE of detailed?
A. full
B. in depth
C. comprehensive
D. sketchy

2

Read the sentence from the passage.
This is a place to relax and reflect, or hike, drive, and boat through the
diverse landscapes.
Which word most nearly means the SAME as diverse?
A. similar
B. opposite
C. varied
D. comparable

3

Read the sentence from the passage.
In addition to experiencing the thrill of riding the rapids, visitors also get to see
beautiful cliffs, awe-inspiring bighorn sheep and nature.
Which word means nearly the SAME as thrill?
A. excitement
B. joy
C. boredom
D. sorrow
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STORY SET 6
Juan and His Painted Hat
A TALE FROM THE PHILIPPINES

T

here once lived a man by the name of
Juan who did nothing but trick people
all the time. Once when he had only
seventy pesos left in his pockets, he decided
to play a trick on his friends and earn
some money at the same time.
Juan decided he would use a hat
to play the trick. For the trick,
Juan bought a hat and painted
it many different colors.
The hat was
beautiful when
Juan finished
with it.
In the town
where Juan lived,
there were only three
stores. He went to each one and
deposited twenty pesos, saying to each of the
owners, “I will deposit twenty pesos in your
store, and tomorrow afternoon I will bring
some friends here with me. We will take some
food or other items, but, in any case, I will see
to it that the total amount of the things we
take is not over the twenty pesos. Then, when
we leave, do not ask me to pay you for the
things. I will simply make a bow with my hat,
and your store clerks should thank me with
much courtesy. That mere bow with my hat is
to be the payment. You may keep the twenty

pesos, but you must also keep this little plan
a secret.”
The owners of the three stores promised.
The next day Juan was walking in the
street with his painted hat on, when
one of his friends met him.
“Hello, Juan!” exclaimed his
friend, “Where did you
get that funny hat?”
Juan looked
serious and said,
“Don’t be foolish!
Don’t you know
that this hat is the
only means I have of
earning a living?”
“Means of earning a living?” returned
Juan’s friend.
“Why, of course. I can go in any store, take
anything I please, and pay for it with a mere
bow of my hat.”
By this time two other friends of Juan had
come along, and they too were surprised to see
what Juan had on his head. To convince them
of the marvelous power of the hat, Juan took
his friends to one of the stores. There they sat
down, and Juan ordered some refreshments.
They ate a large amount of food.
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After they had eaten enough, Juan stood up,
made a bow to the storeowner with his hat, and
they all left. Then Juan and his friends visited
another store where the same thing took place.
Juan’s friends were very much astonished
and each wished to own
the wonderful hat. One
offered him a thousand
pesos for it. Another
friend offered two
thousand for the
seemingly magical
hat. Juan’s third friend
offered five thousand pesos. Juan, of
course, was willing to sell it to the highest
bidder. However, when the sale was about to be
concluded, the buyer began to doubt the power
of the hat. So he asked Juan to take him to
another store to prove once more the power of
the hat. Juan took his friend to the third store
and the friend was now sure that the hat could
really work wonders. So he paid Juan the five
thousand pesos.
A few days later the friend who had bought
the hat wanted to show it off. He invited several
friends to go to the store with him. He took
them to one of the stores and ordered some
refreshments. When they had finished, the man
bowed with his hat and started to leave.
“Thank you, sir!” said the owner of the
store, “But where is my payment for the
refreshments you have just eaten?”
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The owner of the hat was astonished and
thinking that perhaps he held the hat in the
wrong way, or else his fingers were not on the
right color, he turned the hat around. Then
he made another bow. The owner of the shop
became angry. The man, who had bought
the hat from Juan, became excited,
twirling the hat around, and holding
it in many different ways, trying
desperately to make it work. Finally,
the shopkeeper threatened to
have the man arrested if
he did not pay. At
about the same
time, Juan
walked into the
store. He saw how
upset his friend was
and he immediately
knew why his friend was so distressed. Juan
started to think about what he had done to his
friend. Suddenly Juan knew what he needed to
do. He quickly paid the storeowner what his
friend owed and shamefully admitted what he
had done. Then Juan gave his friend back the
five thousand pesos for the hat.
Although Juan’s friend was very angry when
he learned of the trick Juan had played, he knew
he could not stay angry with Juan. After all,
Juan had come forward and told the truth. Juan
and his friend each learned a lesson.

STORY SET 6
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Main Idea
1

What is the main idea of the story?
A. Juan thought of a way to trick a friend out of money and when Juan realized he
made a mistake he gave his friend his money back.
B. Juan’s friends decided to play a trick on him. His friends gave him a beautiful,
painted hat that allowed Juan to get free items at the local stores.
C. Juan thought of a way to trick a friend out of money. Even though Juan realized he
had made a mistake, he refused to return the money to his friend.
D. Juan sold his friend a magical hat. The magic would work only for Juan, so Juan
returned his friends money.

2

What would be a good title for this story?
A. The Magical Hat
B. The Man Who Learned a Valuable Lesson
C. Juan Loves Money
D. How to Play a Trick on Friends

3

What is the main idea of the last paragraph?
A. Juan knew he would continue to trick his friends.
B. Juan’s friend decided he would never trust Juan again.
C. Juan and his friend refused to ever speak to each other again.
D. Juan’s friend forgave Juan for the trick.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Supporting Details
1

Where is the setting of Juan and His Painted Hat?
A. a department store
B. a restaurant in Mexico
C. a large city
D. a small town

2

How did the man who bought the hat discover it was not magic?
A. The man tried to use it in a store and it would not work.
B. The store clerk said it was not a magic hat.
C. The police told the man it was not a magic hat.
D. Juan continued to maintain that the hat was magic.

3

Why did the shopkeepers allow Juan to tip his hat instead of pay for the items that
Juan bought?
A. Juan’s hat was magic.
B. Juan’s friends were paying for the items that Juan bought.
C. Juan had paid in advance for the items he bought.
D. Juan told the shopkeepers he would pay for the items later.

4

In the story, what does Juan claim is unique about his hat?
A. The hat is magic.
B. The hat is painted brightly.
C. The hat is expensive.
D. The hat caused Juan’s friend to become very angry.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Inferences
1

How did Juan trick his friend into buying the magic hat?
A. Juan made his friend believe the hat would allow him to get things for free.
B. Juan told his friend it was a very comfortable hat.
C. Juan made his friend believe the hat was the most brightly painted hat in town.
D. Juan made his friend believe that the hat would grant every wish.

2

Why did the man who bought the hat from Juan twirl the hat around when it was time
to pay the storekeeper?
A. The man was nervous because he did not have any money.
B. The man was trying to make the magic hat work.
C. The man was angry that he had been tricked by Juan.
D. The man was trying to get the shopkeeper to feel sorry for him.

3

The reader of the story can assume that
A. the shopkeepers were greedy men.
B. Juan’s friends were all foolish.
C. Juan was an evil man.
D. the man who bought the hat would be more careful before buying anything again.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Cause and Effect
1

Why didn’t the owner of the store have Juan arrested after Juan and his friends
ate food and didn’t pay?
A. Juan was going to pay for the food later.
B. Juan had paid in advance for the food.
C. Juan’s special hat allowed him to get the food free.
D. The store owner was Juan’s friend, so he did not charge Juan.

2

Why did Juan decide to trick his friends?
A. Juan wanted to tease his friends.
B. Juan thought the trick would be funny.
C. Juan’s friends enjoyed a good trick.
D. Juan wanted money.

3

Why did Juan confess what he had done and return his friend’s money?
A. Juan never intended to keep his friend’s money.
B. Juan saw his friend was very upset and about to be arrested.
C. Juan felt guilty from the moment he took the money from his friend.
D. Juan’s friend begged Juan to return the money.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Compare and Contrast
1

How is Juan DIFFERENT at the end of the story than at the beginning of the story?
A. At the beginning of the story Juan is concerned about helping his friend. At the
end of the story Juan does not want to help his friend.
B. At the beginning of the story Juan wants to trick his friend into giving him money.
At the end of the story Juan is sorry he tricked his friend.
C. Juan is concerned about his friend at the beginning of the story. At the end of the
story Juan is impatient with his friend.
D. Juan does not change from the beginning of the story to the end of the story.

2

How are the shopkeepers DIFFERENT than Juan?
A. The shopkeepers are not trying to cheat Juan’s friends out of money.
B. The shopkeepers are much younger than Juan.
C. The shopkeepers value the hat more than Juan.
D. The shopkeepers enjoy tricking people.

3

How are the shopkeepers and the police probably SIMILAR?
A. They all believe that the man who bought the hat from Juan should pay for
what he bought.
B. They all believe Juan can make the hat work.
C. They all believe the hat was too expensive.
D. They all believe the man who bought the hat should sell it to someone else.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Chronological Order
1

Place the events in the correct order.
1. Juan returned the 5,000 pesos.
2. Juan decided to play a trick on a friend and earn some money at the same time.
3. Juan realized he had made a mistake.
4. Juan gave the owners of the stores 20 pesos each.
A. 1, 2, 3, 4
B. 4, 2, 3, 1
C. 2, 4, 3, 1
D. 3, 4, 2, 1

2

After the store owner became angry at the man who had bought the hat from Juan,
what happened next?
A. The shopkeeper called the police.
B. The man who bought the hat from Juan became angry.
C. The man who bought the hat from Juan became excited.
D. The shopkeeper refused to accept money from Juan.

3

What happened FIRST in the story?
A. Juan apologized to his friend.
B. Juan painted his hat.
C. Juan took his friends to a restaurant.
D. Juan paid his friend back the money he owed him.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Author’s Purpose and Perspective
1

Why did the author write this story?
A. to entertain the reader with a story about an intelligent man
B. to entertain the reader with a story about a dishonest man who learns a lesson
C. to persuade the reader to be careful of a friend’s tricks
D. to persuade the reader tricks can hurt people

2

The author most likely views the man who bought the hat as
A. calm.
B. dishonest.
C. foolish.
D. relaxed.

3

How would the author likely describe Juan’s friends who did not buy the hat?
A. insulting
B. sarcastic
C. frustrated
D. lucky
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Word Analysis
1

Read this sentence from the story.
He quickly paid the storeowner what his friend owed and shamefully admitted what
he had done.
What does the word quickly mean?
A. in a quick manner
B. to be quick again
C. not to be quick
D. after being quick

2

Read this sentence from the story.
He quickly paid the storeowner what his friend owed and shamefully admitted
what he had done.
What does the word shamefully mean?
A. having no shame
B. capable of having shame
C. relating to shame
D. in a manner that is full of shame

3

Read this following sentence.
Another friend offered two thousand pesos for the seemingly magical hat.
What does the word magical mean?
A. to hope for magic
B. to believe in magic
C. a place for magic
D. of or relating to magic
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Context Clues
1

Read this sentence from the story.
He took his friends to one of the stores and ordered some refreshments.
As used in the sentence above, the word refreshments means
A. assorted light foods.
B. a banquet.
C. a feast.
D. a ceremonial dinner.

2

Read this sentence from the story.
The owner of the hat was astonished and thinking that perhaps he held the hat in the
wrong way, or else his fingers were not on the right color, he turned the hat around.
As used in the sentence above, the word astonished means
A. incorrect.
B. surprised.
C. relieved.
D. dishonest.

3

Read this sentence from the story.
The man, who had bought the hat from Juan, became excited, twirling the hat around,
trying desperately to make it work.
As used in the sentence above, the word desperately means
A. frantically.
B. calmly.
C. sadly.
D. worriedly.

77

STORY SET 6
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Synonyms and Antonyms
1

Read the following excerpt from Juan and His Painted Hat.
The owner of the shop became livid. Finally, the shopkeeper threatened to have the man
arrested if he did not pay.
What is a SYNONYM for the word livid?
A. excited
B. angry
C. sad
D. happy

2

Which two words below are nearly OPPOSITE in meaning?
A. foolish/unwise
B. foolish/risky
C. foolish/sad
D. foolish/sensible

3

Which two words are ANTONYMS?
A. enough/sufficient
B. enough/adequate
C. enough/insufficient
D. plenty/ample

4

Which two words are ANTONYMS?
A. friends/pals
B. friends/comrades
C. friends/enemies
D. friends/buddies
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Aunt Jemima’s Quilt
–Samuel Minturn Peck

A miracle of gleaming dyes,
Blue, scarlet, beige and green;
Oh never before by human eyes
Such gorgeous colors were seen!
So grandly was its plan designed,
So cleverly it was built,
The whole proclaimed a master mind—
My Aunt Jemima’s quilt.

Oh merry was the quilting bee,
When this great quilt was done;
The rafters rang with happy glee,
And hearts were lost and won.
Never did a throng of braver men
In war dash side by side,
Than sought the smiles of beauty then
Round Aunt Jemima’s quilt.

Each friendly household far and wide
Contributed its share;
It chronicled the countryside
In colors quaint and rare.
From brides and grooms came rich brocade
Sewn through with threads of gilt;
Even clever cousins lent their aid
To Aunt Jemima’s quilt.

This work of art my aunt esteemed
The glory of the age;
No poet’s eyes have ever beamed
More proudly over his page.
Were other quilts to this compared,
Her nose would upward tilt;
Such impudence was seldom dared
Over Aunt Jemima’s quilt.

No tapestry from days of yore,
No web from Orient loom,
But paled in beautiful tints before
This strange expanse of bloom.
Here glittering stars and comets shone
Over flowers that never wilt;
Here fluttered birds from worlds unknown
On Aunt Jemima’s quilt.

Her dear old hands have gone to dust,
That once were lithe and light;
Her eager needles now coated with rust,
That flashed so nimbly bright.
And here it lies by her request,
Stained with the tears we spilt,
Folded safe in this cedar chest —
My Aunt Jemima’s quilt.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Main Idea
1

What would be a good title for this story?
A. Quilt of Beauty, Quilt of Pride
B. Old Quilts are Collectable
C. Quilting Bee Fun
D. Quilting for Fun

2

What was the main idea of the first stanza?
A. Quilt making is a difficult hobby.
B. Aunt Jemima’s quilt was easy to construct.
C. Aunt Jemima’s quilt was extraordinarily beautiful.
D. Aunt Jemima enjoyed sewing quilts.

3

What is the main idea of the poem?
A. how to have fun at a quilting bee
B. the types of fabric used in quilts
C. memories of an aunt and the beautiful quilt she made
D. how to select bright colors and patterns for a quilt

4

What is the main idea of the last stanza?
A. Although Aunt Jemima is no longer alive, her quilt is still proudly protected
by her family.
B. Aunt Jemima is sadly missed.
C. Aunt Jemima’s sewing needles are rusty.
D. Aunt Jemima’s quilt is locked away because it is worth so much money.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Supporting Details
1

Which detail from the poem does not support the beauty of the quilt?
A. A miracle of gleaming dyes,
B. So grandly was its plan designed,
C. Oh never before by human eyes such gorgeous colors were seen!
D. Each friendly household far and wide contributed its share;

2

Which detail from the last stanza helps show that the family still values
Aunt Jemima’s quilt?
A. Her dear old hands have gone to dust,
B. That once were lithe and light;
C. Stained with the tears we spilt,
D. Folded safe in this cedar chest-

3

Which detail from the poem helps show that the community supported
Aunt Jemima’s quilting?
A. Her dear old hands have gone to dust,
B. Her eager needles now coated with rust,
C. Each friendly household far and wide contributed its share;
D. It chronicled the countryside in colors quaint and rare.

4

Which detail from the poem does not help show Aunt Jemima’s pride for her quilt?
A. This work of art my aunt esteemed the glory of the age;
B. No poet’s eyes have ever beamed more proudly over his page.
C. Were other quilts to this compared, her nose would upward tilt.
D. The rafters rang with happy glee, and hearts were lost and won;
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Inferences
1

How did Aunt Jemima feel her quilt compared to other quilts?
A. She felt hers looked ugly compared to the other quilts.
B. She felt her quilt and the other quilts were equally good.
C. She felt her quilt was good, but others were better.
D. She felt her quilt was much better than the other quilts.

2

Where is Aunt Jemima’s quilt at the end of the poem?
A. somewhere in the countryside
B. safe in a cedar chest
C. covering Aunt Jemima’s bed
D. the poem does not reveal the location of the quilt

3

How did Aunt Jemima’s family feel about her quilt?
A. The family valued it because it reminded them of Aunt Jemima.
B. The family did not value it because it was old.
C. The family had no strong feelings about the quilt.
D. The family would give the quilt away if they could find someone willing to use it.

4

The people in the community most likely reacted positively to Aunt Jemima’s
quilt because
A. Aunt Jemima used beautiful colors and patterns in her quilt.
B. Aunt Jemima was famous throughout the country.
C. Aunt Jemima had known everyone in the community for many years.
D. Aunt Jemima bought only the most expensive supplies for the quilt.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Cause and Effect
1

What caused Aunt Jemima’s sewing needles to rust?
A. The needles had not been used in a long time.
B. Aunt Jemima’s family members did not take care of the needles.
C. The needles were an inferior quality.
D. The needles were left in the rain.

2

What caused Aunt Jemima’s family to value the quilt?
A. The quilt was valuable.
B. The quilt was a work of art.
C. The quilt reminded them of Aunt Jemima.
D. The quilt was very old.

3

Since the quilt was so beautiful the community felt
A. awe.
B. repulsion.
C. disgust.
D. contempt.

4

The quilt was placed in a cedar chest because
A. the family thought the quilt was too old to use.
B. the family wanted to keep it safe.
C. Aunt Jemima’s son had requested it be place there.
D. the family promised Aunt Jemima’s husband they would keep it safe.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Compare and Contrast
1

How are Aunt Jemima and the people in the community alike?
A. They believe her quilt is beautiful.
B. They believe her quilt is simple.
C. They believe her quilt could be better.
D. They believe it took too long to complete the quilt.

2

How are the first stanza of the poem and the last stanza of the poem different?
A. The first stanza of the poem is light-hearted and merry, while the last stanza of
the poem is dull.
B. The first stanza of the poem is serious and sad, while the last stanza of the poem
is light-hearted and merry.
C. The first stanza of the poem is light-hearted and merry, while the last stanza of
the poem is serious and sad.
D. The first stanza of the poem is dull, while the last stanza of the poem is
light-hearted and merry.

3

According to the poem, Aunt Jemima’s quilt is different than other quilts because
Aunt Jemima’s quilt
A. was superior and the other quilts were inferior.
B. was inferior and the other quilts were superior.
C. took a long time to complete and other quilts were quickly completed.
D. took a short time to complete and other quilts took a longer period of
time to complete.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Chronological Order
1

Which event occurred AFTER Aunt Jemima’s quilt was completed?
A. She gathered material for the next quilt.
B. She felt extremely proud of her quilt.
C. She held a quilting bee.
D. She planned the quilt’s design.

2

Which event did NOT occur BEFORE Aunt Jemima’s needles began to rust?
A. Aunt Jemima planned the quilt’s design.
B. Aunt Jemima’s family packed the quilt away in a cedar chest.
C. Friends contributed fabric for the quilt.
D. A quilting bee was held.

3

Place the events in chronological order.
1. The quilt was placed in a cedar chest.
2. A quilting bee was held.
3. The design of the quilt was planned.
4. The quilt became stained with tears.
A. 1, 2, 3, 4
B. 4, 3, 1, 2
C. 3, 2, 4, 1
D. 3, 1, 4, 2
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Author’s Purpose and Perspective
1

How does the author’s tone change from the beginning of the poem to the end of
the poem?
A. It is cheerful in the beginning and thoughtful at the end.
B. It is thoughtful in the beginning and cheerful at the end.
C. It is sad in the beginning and friendly at the end.
D. It is hostile in the beginning and serious at the end.

2

How does the author view Aunt Jemima?
A. with pride and tenderness
B. with anger and disgust
C. with warmth and hostility
D. with pain and pity

3

The author believes Aunt Jemima had a “master mind” for all of the following
reasons except
A. the plan for the quilt was grandly designed.
B. beautiful colors were used in the quilt.
C. Aunt Jemima had requested the quilt be stored in a chest.
D. the quilt was cleverly made.

4

Which word would the author agree describes Aunt Jemima?
A. talented
B. caring
C. funny
D. selfish
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Word Analysis
1

Read the following lines from the poem Aunt Jemima’s Quilt.
Her eager needles now coated with rust,
That flashed so nimbly bright.
The word nimbly means
A. quick and agile.
B. slow and steady.
C. sloppy.
D. dimly.

2

Read the following line from the poem Aunt Jemima’s Quilt.
Here fluttered birds from worlds unknown
The word unknown means
A. not known.
B. known again.
C. relating to being known.
D. usually known.

3

Read the following line from the poem Aunt Jemima’s Quilt.
Each friendly household far and wide contributed its share;
The word contributed means
A. gave.
B. withheld.
C. requested.
D. took.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Context Clues
1

Read the lines of poetry from Aunt Jemima’s Quilt.
Were other quilts to this compared,
Her nose would upward tilt;
Such impudence was seldom dared
Over Aunt Jemima’s quilt.
What does the word impudence mean?
A. impoliteness
B. kindness
C. friendliness
D. prejudice

2

Read the lines of poetry from Aunt Jemima’s Quilt.
Her dear old hands have gone to dust,
That once were lithe and light;
What does the word lithe mean?
A. elastic
B. stiff
C. rigid
D. flexible and graceful

3

Read the lines of poetry from Aunt Jemima’s Quilt.
No poet’s eyes have ever beamed more proudly over his page.
What does the word beamed mean?
A. clouded over
B. to grimace in concentration
C. to smile with joy
D. to focus with intensity
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Synonyms and Antonyms
1

Read the line of poetry.
The rafters rang with happy glee
Which word is a SYNONYM for the word glee?
A. frenzy
B. calm
C. hopelessness
D. joy

2

Read the lines of poetry.
Never did a throng of braver men
In war dash side by side,
Which word is a SYNONYM for the word throng?
A. isolated
B. group
C. single
D. lone

3

Read the lines of poetry.
But paled in beautiful tints before
This strange expanse of bloom.
Which word is an ANTONYM for the word strange?
A. weird
B. odd
C. ordinary
D. possible
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STORY SET 8
Young Benjamin Franklin
ADAPTED FROM A BIOGRAPHY BY NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE
Most people have heard of Benjamin Franklin, one of America’s early leaders. However, most people have
not heard the story of Benjamin when he was a young boy and the trouble he got into because he enjoyed fishing.

W

hen Benjamin Franklin was a boy
he was very fond of fishing. Much
of his free time was spent catching
flounders, perch, and eels.
The place
where Benjamin
and his friends
did most of their
fishing was a
marshy spot on the
outskirts of Boston.
On the edge of the
water there was a deep
bed of mud. Benjamin
and his friends were
forced to stand in this
mud while they caught
their fish.
“This is
very uncomfortable,”
said Benjamin one day to his friends as they
were standing up to their knees in the quagmire.
“So it is,” said Benjamin’s friends. “What a
pity we have no better place to stand!”
Not far from the mud bog, on dry land, there
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were many large stones that had been brought
to be used in building a new house. Benjamin
climbed onto the tallest stone.
Benjamin said, “I have a plan. It is awful to
have to stand in the mud. See, I am
filthy up to my knees, and so are
all of you.”
“I think we should
build a dock to stand on
while we are fishing. You
see these stones?”
“The workmen are going to
use them for building a house.
I think we should take these
stones, carry them to the edge of
the water, and build a
dock with
them. What
do you think?
Should we build the dock?”
“Yes, yes!” cried the friends. “Let’s do it!”
All the children agreed that they would meet
there that night and begin building the dock
by moonlight.

STORY SET 8
That night the children met and eagerly
began to remove the stones. They worked like
a colony of ants. Sometimes it would take two
or three children to carry one stone. At last
they had carried all of the stones away and
built their little dock.
“Now,” cried Ben, when the job was done,
“let’s give three cheers and go home to bed.
Tomorrow we will catch fish.”
“Hurrah! Hurrah! Hurray!” shouted his
friends. Then they all scampered off and
home to bed to dream of fishing.
In the morning, the workers came to
begin building the house. They were very
surprised to find all the stones gone! Looking
carefully on the ground, the workers saw the
tracks of many little feet, some with shoes
and some without.

Luckily, the owner of the stolen stones
was forgiving. The gentleman respected
Benjamin’s father. He let the children go.
But the poor children still received
punishment from their parents. Mr. and
Mrs. Franklin were very disturbed by their
son’s actions.
“Benjamin, come here,” said Mr. Franklin
The boy approached and stood in front of
his father’s chair. “Benjamin,” said his father,
“what could tempt you to take something that
did not belong to you?”

Following these tracks to the water,
they soon found what had happened to the
missing stones.

“Father,” said Benjamin, hanging his
head at first, but then lifting his eyes to Mr.
Franklin’s face, “if it had been just for me, I
would never have taken the stones. But I knew
that the dock would help all the children with
their fishing. If the owner of the stones built
a house with them, then nobody would be
helped except the owner of the house. I used
them in a way that helped many children.”

“Ah! I see what happened,” one of the
workers said. “Those little rascals who were
here yesterday have stolen the stones to build
a dock.”

“My son,” said Mr. Franklin, “evil can only
produce evil and good can only come from
good. It was evil to steal the stones. Only evil
could come from it.”

The worker was so angry he immediately
went to the police and complained. The
judge said Benjamin Franklin and the other
children who were involved in stealing the
stones should be punished.

To the end of his life, Benjamin Franklin
never forgot this conversation with his father.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Main Idea
1

What is the main idea of this passage?
A. Benjamin Franklin improved the fishing area by providing a dock and in doing so
became the hero of the town.
B. Even though Benjamin Franklin meant well he still made a mistake.
C. Benjamin Franklin enjoyed fishing and he would do whatever was necessary to
improve the area in which he fished.
D. Benjamin Franklin was an honest young man and when he borrowed the stones
from the house the owner overreacted and called the police.

2

What would be a good title for this story?
A. Benjamin’s Mistake
B. Benjamin’s Father Becomes Angry
C. How to Build a Dock
D. Benjamin and the Stones

3

What is the main idea of the last paragraph of the story?
A. Benjamin blamed his father for his mistake.
B. Benjamin would always remember his mistake and not repeat it.
C. Benjamin would soon forget his father’s words.
D. Benjamin disagreed with his father’s words.
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Supporting Details
1

Which detail or quote from the story helps show that Benjamin Franklin regretted
disappointing his father?
A. To the end of his life, Benjamin Franklin never forgot this conversation with
his father.
B. The boy approached and stood in front of his father’s chair.
C. “Father,” said Benjamin, hanging his head at first, but then lifting his eyes
to Mr. Franklin’s face, “if it had been just for me, I would never have taken
the stones.”
D. “If the owner of the stones built a house with them, then nobody would be helped
except the owner of the house.”

2

How did the workmen know that children had stolen the stones?
A. The workmen saw the children building the dock.
B. The workmen saw the children’s footprints.
C. The workmen made the children admit their crime.
D. Benjamin felt guilty and admitted he had taken all the stones.

3

Which detail from the story helps show that the workmen were angry with
the children?
A. The worker immediately went to the police and complained.
B. The judge said Benjamin Franklin and the other children who were involved
in stealing the stones should be punished.
C. “Those little rascals who were here yesterday have stolen the stones to build
a dock.”
D. The poor children still received punishment from their parents.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Inferences
1

What did Benjamin Franklin’s father mean by the phrase “evil can only produce evil,
good can only come from good”?
A. Benjamin’s father thought it was acceptable to do something wrong as long as
it helped people.
B. Benjamin’s father thought if a wrong act was committed then the act could
never help people.
C. Mr. Franklin meant Benjamin should be able to do whatever he wanted to do.
D. Benjamin’s father meant it did not matter if someone committed a good or
an evil deed.

2

The reader can infer that
A. the children were all in favor of building the dock.
B. Mr. Franklin was in favor of building the dock.
C. only a few children agreed the dock should be built.
D. the other parents were not upset with their children helping to build the dock.

3

Before Benjamin talked to his father he believed
A. he was right to build the dock.
B. he had made a mistake in building the dock.
C. he should have put the stones back.
D. he should have paid for the stones.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Cause and Effect
1

What caused Mr. Franklin to become upset with Benjamin?
A. Benjamin built a dock.
B. Benjamin influenced the other children and convinced them to build the dock.
C. Benjamin went fishing without permission.
D. Benjamin took something that did not belong to him without permission.

2

What caused Benjamin to believe it was right to take the stones and use them
in a dock?
A. Benjamin believed if the stones were used for a dock it would help all the children.
B. Benjamin thought the stones did not belong to anyone.
C. Benjamin thought the owner of the stones would be understanding.
D. Benjamin believed he could eventually pay the owner for the stones.

3

Why did Benjamin want to build a dock?
A. Benjamin thought it would be a challenge.
B. Benjamin and his friends did not like standing in a quagmire.
C. Benjamin and his friends were afraid poisonous snakes lived at the edge of the
pond.
D. Benjamin and his friends wanted to sneak out of their houses at night to build
the dock.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Compare and Contrast
1

How does Benjamin’s feelings about the dock change from the beginning of
the passage to the end of the passage?
A. At the beginning Benjamin thought building the dock was the right thing to do,
but at the end of the passage he felt it was wrong.
B. Benjamin did not want to build the dock at the beginning of the passage, but at
the end he was glad he had built the dock.
C. Benjamin’s feelings about the dock did not change from the beginning of
the passage to the end of the passage.
D. Benjamin only regretted he did not make the dock larger.

2

According to the story, how were young Benjamin Franklin and his father different?
A. Benjamin thought it was wrong to take the stones and his father thought it
was acceptable.
B. Benjamin thought it was acceptable to take the stones and his father thought
it was wrong.
C. Benjamin and his father thought it was acceptable to take the stones.
D. Benjamin and his father both thought it was wrong to take the stones.

3

According to the story, how were Benjamin and the other children different?
A. Benjamin and the children all disliked standing in the quagmire.
B. Benjamin wore shoes and the other children did not.
C. Benjamin had the idea about building the dock and the other children only
followed the plan.
D. Benjamin followed the plan and the other children had the idea of building
the dock.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Chronological Order
1

Which event happened LAST in the story?
A. Benjamin apologized to his father.
B. Benjamin refused to listen to his father.
C. Benjamin remembered what his father said.
D. Benjamin thanked his father.

2

What happened immediately AFTER the workers arrived to begin building the house?
A. The workers became angry.
B. The workers discovered the stones were missing.
C. The workers saw the footprints.
D. The workers saw the dock.

3

At the beginning of the story, what were the children doing?
A. moving stones
B. building a dock
C. fishing
D. playing in the mud

4

What happened to the children AFTER the owner of the stones let them go?
A. They tore down the dock.
B. The apologized to the owner.
C. They were punished by their parents.
D. They were punished by the police.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Author’s Purpose and Perspective
1

Which word would the author agree best describes Benjamin Franklin?
A. lazy
B. entertaining
C. quiet
D. resourceful

2

Which statement would the author probably agree with in regards to Benjamin’s theft
of the stones?
A. Benjamin’s father was disinterested.
B. The owner of the stones was compassionate.
C. The workmen were understanding about the theft of the stones.
D. The children were resentful toward the workmen.

3

How does the author probably feel about Benjamin Franklin at the end of the article?
A. The author feels Benjamin learned a valuable lesson.
B. The author feels Benjamin’s punishment was too harsh.
C. The author feels Benjamin will make the same mistake again.
D. The author feels Benjamin did not like to listen to his father.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Word Analysis
1

Read the sentence from the story.
The children worked like a colony of ants.
In the sentence the author means
A. the children were playing.
B. the children were working hard.
C. the children were relaxing.
D. the children were planning to fish.

2

Read the sentence from the story.
“This is very uncomfortable,” said Benjamin one day to his friends, while they
were standing up to their knees in the quagmire.
In the sentence the word uncomfortable means
A. extremely comfortable.
B. completely comfortable.
C. sometimes comfortable.
D. not comfortable.

3

Read the sentence from the story.
That night the children met and eagerly began to remove the stones.
In the sentence the word eagerly means
A. enthusiastically.
B. indifferently.
C. halfheartedly.
D. uninterestedly.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Context Clues
1

Read the excerpt.
“This is very uncomfortable,” said Ben Franklin one day to his friends, while they
were standing up to their knees in the quagmire.
What does the word quagmire mean?
A. snow
B. water
C. mud
D. grass

2

Read this sentence from the story.
Then they all scampered off and home to bed to dream of fishing.
What does the word scampered mean?
A. ran quickly
B. stopped quickly
C. hid quickly
D. walked wildly

3

Read the sentence from the story.
Those little rascals who were here yesterday have stolen the stones to build a dock.
As used in the sentence above, the word rascals means
A. evil people.
B. individuals who are mischievous.
C. angry children.
D. happy adults.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Synonyms and Antonyms
1

Read the sentence from the story.
But the poor children still received punishment from their parents.
Which word below is an ANTONYM for the word punishment?
A. reward
B. penalty
C. criticism
D. scolding

2

Read the sentence from the story.
The worker was so angry he immediately went to the police and complained.
Which word below is the best SYNONYM for the word immediately?
A. soon
B. later
C. eventually
D. instantly

3

Read the sentence from the story.
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin were very disturbed by their son’s actions.
Which word below is the best SYNONYM for the word disturbed?
A. contented
B. satisfied
C. troubled
D. contented
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The Man and the Nightingale

O

nce there was a very wealthy man. He
lived in a large, beautiful house. The
man had more gold than he could
ever spend, all the delicious food he could eat,
and hundreds of servants to do his bidding.
Yet the man was not happy. He always
wanted more.
One night, the rich man lay in
his bed thinking about all the new
things he would buy the next day.
Suddenly, the man heard the
most beautiful song. It was
the song of Nightingale, a
little bird singing a song
so beautiful it was like
magic music sprinkled in
the night air. Nightingale
was singing happily in the
man’s garden.
The rich man lay listening to Nightingale’s
song throughout the long summer night.
Nightingale sang the beautiful song over and
over during the night. The man was so afraid
he would miss Nightingale’s beautiful song that
he would not allow himself to go to sleep. As
morning approached, the man’s eyes were very
heavy from lack of sleep. Just before his eyes
closed he knew he must capture Nightingale so
he could listen to its beautiful song whenever
he wanted. The next night the rich,
selfish man set a trap for Nightingale.
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Sadly, Nightingale flew right into the man’s trap.
“Now that I have caught you,” the man cried,
“you shall always sing to me.”
But Nightingale had stopped singing. In
fact, as soon as the door to the trap closed,
Nightingale stopped singing.
“Sing! Sing!” cried the man.
“I never sing in a cage,” said
Nightingale unhappily.
The rich, selfish
man was so angry he
said, “Then I’ll eat you.
I have always heard
that bird on toast is a
tasty morsel.”
“No! Do not
kill me!” pleaded
Nightingale. “Let me go free and I’ll tell
you three things worth far more than my
poor body.”
The man thought about this for a moment
and then let Nightingale loose. Nightingale
immediately flew up to a branch of a tree and
said, “First, never believe a captive’s promise.
Second, do not sorrow over what is lost forever.
My final piece of advice to you is to be happy
with what you already have.”
Then the songbird flew away and the rich
man never saw him again.

STORY SET 9
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Main Idea
1

What would be another good name for this story?
A. The Selfish Man and the Smart Bird
B. The Smart Man and the Selfish Bird
C. Nightingale’s Big Day
D. How to Fool a Friend

2

What is the theme of the story?
A. Possessions guarantee happiness.
B. Birds can provide happiness for only greedy people.
C. Greedy people can learn to share.
D. Greedy people remain greedy.

3

What is the main idea of the second paragraph?
A. The rich man wanted to become even wealthier.
B. The rich man heard the song of a bird with a beautiful voice.
C. The bird wanted to leave the man’s garden.
D. The man planned to capture the Nightingale.
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Supporting Details
1

Which detail from the story helps show how beautiful Nightingale’s voice sounded?
A. The rich man lay listening to Nightingale’s song throughout the long
summer night.
B. As morning approached, the man’s eyes were very heavy from lack of sleep.
C. The next night the rich, selfish man set a trap for Nightingale.
D. Sadly, Nightingale flew right into the man’s trap.

2

What advice did Nightingale not give the rich man?
A. Never believe a captive’s promise.
B. Do not sorrow over what is lost forever.
C. Never sing in a cage.
D. Be happy with what you already have.

3

According to the story, which detail does not support the author’s statement that
the man was rich?
A. The man lived in a large, beautiful house.
B. The man thought about what he would buy the next day.
C. The man had more gold than he could ever spend.
D. The man captured Nightingale.

4

What will the rich man do to Nightingale if the bird will not sing?
A. He will free Nightingale.
B. He will eat Nightingale.
C. He will reward Nightingale.
D. He will forgive Nightingale.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Inferences
1

What lesson did Nightingale want the man to learn?
A. Nightingale wanted the man to learn to be patient.
B. Nightingale wanted the man to learn how to catch birds.
C. Nightingale wanted the man to learn how to sleep when it’s noisy.
D. Nightingale wanted the man to learn to be happy with what he already had.

2

How did Nightingale know the rich man would release him from the cage
if Nightingale promised the man three things that were valuable?
A. Nightingale thought the man was stupid.
B. Nightingale thought the man was evil.
C. Nightingale thought the man could be easily tricked.
D. Nightingale knew the man was greedy.

3

Why would the rich man rather eat Nightingale than set Nightingale free?
A. The man thought if he could not enjoy Nightingale’s singing, the man may as
well enjoy the way Nightingale tasted.
B. Nightingale was small enough to be a snack.
C. Nightingale wanted to be a snack.
D. The man thought if he could not enjoy eating Nightingale, the man may as
well enjoy Nightingale’s singing.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Cause and Effect
1

Why was the rich man unhappy at the beginning of the story?
A. The man always wanted more.
B. Nightingale stopped singing.
C. He was not able to go to sleep.
D. He did not have enough gold to buy whatever he wanted.

2

Why did the rich man not allow himself to go to sleep the night he first
heard Nightingale?
A. The rich man was thinking of ways to catch Nightingale.
B. Nightingale was making too much noise for the man to sleep.
C. The man was thinking about everything he was going to buy.
D. Nightingale’s voice was so beautiful the man was afraid he would miss the
singing if he went to sleep.

3

Why did the rich man trap Nightingale?
A. to give Nightingale to his son
B. to eat Nightingale on toast
C. to move Nightingale out of the garden
D. to keep Nightingale so he could hear the bird’s beautiful song whenever he wanted

4

Why did the man let Nightingale go?
A. He believed Nightingale would tell him something that would benefit him.
B. He believed Nightingale would die if he did not let him go.
C. He felt sorry for Nightingale.
D. He decided he had been cruel to Nightingale.

106

STORY SET 9
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Compare and Contrast
1

How are the characters of Nightingale and the rich man different from each other
at the beginning of the story?
A. The rich man is satisfied with life and Nightingale is not satisfied.
B. Nightingale is satisfied with life and the man is not satisfied.
C. Nightingale is quick to anger and the man is calm.
D. The rich man is mad and Nightingale is happy.

2

How are the characters of Nightingale and the rich man different from each other
when Nightingale is trapped in the cage?
A. Nightingale is happy and the rich man is sad.
B. The rich man is happy and Nightingale is sad.
C. The rich man is suspicious and Nightingale is trusting.
D. Nightingale is suspicious and the man is trusting.

3

How are the characters of Nightingale and the rich man similar?
A. Neither enjoys Nightingale’s singing.
B. Both Nightingale and the man thought Nightingale sang too loudly.
C. Both Nightingale and the rich man enjoy Nightingale’s singing.
D. Both Nightingale and the rich man enjoy singing.

4

How did the character of Nightingale change?
A. Nightingale did not change.
B. Nightingale was afraid at the beginning of the story and brave at the end.
C. Nightingale was careless at the beginning of the story and careful at the
end of the story.
D. Nightingale was careful at the beginning and end of the story.
107

STORY SET 9
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Chronological Order
1

What happened just BEFORE Nightingale flew away?
A. Nightingale sang one last song for the man.
B. Nightingale told the man three things.
C. Nightingale flew into the garden.
D. The man let Nightingale out of the trap.

2

What happened FIRST in the story?
A. The man was in his bed thinking about what he was going to buy.
B. Nightingale flew into the trap.
C. Nightingale told the man three things.
D. The man listened to Nightingale sing.

3

What happened immediately AFTER Nightingale flew into the trap?
A. Nightingale stopped singing.
B. Nightingale flew away.
C. The man made Nightingale sing.
D. The man regretted the capture of Nightingale.

4

What happened when the man heard Nightingale sing?
A. He went to sleep.
B. He built a trap.
C. The man decided to let Nightingale go.
D. The man stayed awake listening to Nightingale.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Author’s Purpose and Perspective
1

What is the author’s purpose in writing this story?
A. to teach the reader how to catch a bird
B. to entertain the reader with a story about a man and a bird
C. to persuade the reader to go out and catch birds
D. to explain why the rich man was unhappy

2

With which statement would the author most likely agree?
A. Nightingale made a mistake but was smart and thought of a way to get out trouble.
B. The man realized he had made a mistake by capturing Nightingale.
C. Nightingale was not smart enough to get out of the trap.
D. The man was not smart enough to catch Nightingale.

3

Which word below best describes the author’s view about the rich man?
A. ignorant
B. generous
C. smart
D. selfish

4

Nightingale can best be described as all of the following except being
A. talented.
B. intelligent.
C. clever.
D. greedy.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Word Analysis
1

Read this sentence from the story.
The next night the rich, selfish man set a trap for Nightingale.
What does the word selfish mean?
A. characterized by caring only for one’s self
B. selfless
C. humane
D. not caring only for one’s self

2

Read this sentence from the story.
“I never sing in a cage,” said Nightingale unhappily.
What does the word unhappily mean?
A. not happy or joyful
B. small happiness
C. greater happiness
D. in favor of happiness

3

Read this sentence from the story.
Sadly, Nightingale flew right into the man’s trap.
What does the word sadly mean?
A. to the extent of being sad
B. to the extent of being happy
C. to the extent of being glad
D. voluntarily sad
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Context Clues
1

Read the sentence from the story.
Just before his eyes closed the man knew he must capture Nightingale so he could listen
to its beautiful song whenever he wanted.
The word capture means to
A. trick.
B. lead.
C. remove.
D. trap.

2

Read the sentence from the story.
The man had more gold than he could ever spend, all the delicious food he could eat,
and hundreds of servants to do his bidding.
The word bidding means the servants will do as the man
A. commands.
B. asks.
C. pleads.
D. suggests.

3

Read the sentence from the story.
It was the song of Nightingale, a little bird singing a song so beautiful it was like magic
music sprinkled in the night air.
The word sprinkled means
A. enhanced.
B. dwindled.
C. declined.
D. scattered.
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Synonyms and Antonyms
1

Which two words are ANTONYMS?
A. captive/prisoner
B. captive/detainee
C. captive/free
D. captive/hostage

2

Which two words are SYNONYMS?
A. trap/catch
B. trap/free
C. trap/release
D. trap/liberate

3

Which two words are SYNONYMS?
A. delicious/tasteless
B. delicious/tasty
C. delicious/dull
D. delicious/flavorless

4

Which two words are ANTONYMS?
A. approach/loom
B. approach/retreat
C. approach/proceed
D. approach/advance
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STORY SET 10
Polar Bears

W

hite, soft, fluffy…these are words
often used to describe polar bears.
These beautiful bears live in the
Northern Hemisphere on the Arctic ice cap.
Polar bears spend most of their time in
coastal areas due to seals being one of
their primary food sources. Polar
bears may travel long distances in
search of food.
Polar bears and
Alaskan Kodiak brown
bears are the largest
members of the
bear family. These
two types of bears
are equal in size.
Male polar bears
are typically larger
than the female polar
bears. Male polar bears
stand from 8 to 11 feet
tall and generally weigh from 500 to 1,000
pounds. Some have weighed as much as 1,400
pounds. Female polar bears usually stand 8
feet tall and weigh 400 to 600 pounds, but
may reach 700 pounds. Polar bears weigh so
much because they store a lot of fat on their
body. In order to stay warm, polar bears have
about a 4-inch layer of fat on their body.
In addition to their large size, polar bears
are different in other ways as well. Polar bears

have longer, narrower heads than other bears.
Polar bears’ noses and ears are smaller than
other bears.
Polar bears are different
from other bears because
of their coat color, too.
Although the polar bear’s
coat appears white, each
individual hair is actually
a clear, hollow tube
which tunnels the heat of
the rays of the sun to the
bear’s skin and helps it
stay warm. Some of the
rays of the sun bounce
off the fur, making the
polar bear’s coat appear
white. During the
summer months, adult
bears shed their coats
and grow new ones, which
look pure white. By the following spring,
the sunshine has caused their coats to turn a
yellowish shade. Polar bears also sometimes
have a yellowish shade to their coats caused by
staining from seal oils.
The polar bear’s coat helps it blend in with
its snow-covered environment. The coat is
a useful hunting adaptation. Fur covers the
bottoms of its paws. This adaptation
helps the polar bear keep from
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slipping on ice. Because the polar bear rarely
eats plants, it is considered a carnivore, or
meat-eater. The ringed seal is the polar bear’s
primary prey. A polar bear may hunt a seal by
waiting quietly for it to come out from its blow
hole, an opening seals make in
the ice allowing them to
breathe or climb out
of the water to rest.
The polar bear
will often have
to wait for
hours for a
seal to emerge.
Because the
polar bear’s coat
is white against the
whiteness of the ice and snow, the seal may
not see the hunting bear. Polar bears eat only
the seal’s skin and blubber, or fat, and the
remaining left-over meat is an important
food source for other animals of the Arctic.
For example, Arctic foxes feed almost entirely
on the remains of polar bear kills during the
winter. The dead bodies of whales, seals, and
walruses are also important food sources for
polar bears. In fact, because of their sharp sense
of smell, polar bears can sense dead animals
from many miles away.
Polar bears can run very fast, but are most
agile in the sea. They are excellent swimmers,
and can reach speeds of up to 6 miles per hour
in the water. They are good divers,
too. When being pursued by hunters
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in open water, polar bears have been known
to escape by plunging 10 to 15 feet below the
surface and resurfacing a good distance away.
They also have been seen swimming up to 100
miles away from ice or land.
A baby polar bear is called a cub. Usually
two cubs are born in December or January.
When the cubs first arrive, they are blind,
hairless, and no bigger than squirrels.
However, the cubs grow rapidly from the
rich milk provided by their mother. As
soon as spring comes, the mother bear
leads her cubs to the coast along the
open sea, where seals and walruses are
plentiful. The mother will protect her
cubs from any danger. The cubs remain
with their mother for 2 1/2 years.
Polar bears have played an important role
in the culture and livelihood of Eskimos and
other Native people of the North. Eskimos
and Native people depend on the animals for
food and clothing. In the United States, polar
bears are a federally protected species under the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972. This
protection prohibits the hunting of polar bears.
The Fish and Wildlife Service also undertakes
education to inform the public about how polar
bears can be protected. In Alaska, demands
for oil, natural gas, and other resources have
led to some conflicts between polar bears and
humans. Protective measures have been taken
to reduce the conflicts between man and the
polar bears. Oil and gas pipelines and roads
have been built to avoid polar bear areas.
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Polar Bear

Body

• The polar bear is the largest member of
the bear family, with the exception of the
Kodiak brown bear.
• Males can weigh as much as
1,400 pounds.
• Males can be twice as large as females.

Kodiak Bear
• They are the largest bears in the world.
• A male can weigh up to
1,500 pounds.
• Males are larger than female Kodiak bears.
• Kodiak bears have brown fur.

• The polar bear’s fur appears white.
• Polar bears live only in the Northern
Hemisphere on the Arctic ice cap.

Habits

• Polar bears are carnivores, eating
mostly meat.
• The ringed seal is the polar bear’s
primary prey.

Life Span

• The oldest known polar bear lived for
33 years.

• Kodiak bears live on the islands in
Kodiak Archipelago.
• Kodiak bears are omnivores, eating plants
and meat.

• The oldest Kodiak bear lived for 33 years.

• Cubs are born during January or February.

Cubs

• Cubs are born in December or January.

• Cubs have little hair at birth.

• They are blind and hairless at birth.

• Cubs are born with their eyes closed.

• Polar bears usually give birth to two cubs.

• Most mother Kodiak bears give birth to
2 or 3 cubs.

• Cubs stay with their mothers for
approximately 2 years.

Government
Protection

• Polar bears are a federally protected species
under the Marine Mammal Protection Act
of 1972.

• Cubs stay with their mothers for
3 to 5 years.

• Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge was
created in 1941. Stricter regulations
enacted to protect the Kodiak went into
effect at that time.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Main Idea
1

What is the main idea of the last paragraph from the passage?
A. general information about polar bears
B. the growth rate of polar bears
C. polar bears and their adaptation to their environment
D. protective measures that have been enacted to help protect the polar bear

2

What would be a good title for this article?
A. Interesting Facts About Polar Bears
B. Amazing Kodiak Bears
C. Polar Bear Cubs
D. How Big Do Polar Bears Grow?

3

This central point of the passage is
A. to inform the reader about polar bears.
B. to inform the reader about the diet of polar bears.
C. to inform the reader about the size of polar bears.
D. to compare polar bears and Kodiak bears.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Supporting Details
1

How does the polar bear’s sharp sense of smell help it survive?
A. Polar bears can smell people from five miles away, thus always allowing the
bears to escape.
B. Polar bears can smell dead animals from miles away, thus allowing them to
find meat to eat.
C. Polar bears can smell oil and natural gas, thus allowing them to stay away
from areas where people might work.
D. Polar bears can smell plants from a great distance, thus allowing them to eat
the plants when there is no meat available.

2

Why are polar bears important to Arctic foxes?
A. Polar bears and Arctic foxes help each other hunt.
B. Arctic foxes sleep in dens made by polar bears.
C. Arctic foxes feed on food left by the polar bears.
D. Polar bears keep other animals away from Arctic foxes.

3

Why do polar bears sometimes have a yellowish shade to their fur?
A. Their fur becomes discolored by the sun.
B. Their fur becomes yellow as the bears get older.
C. Their fur becomes stained by dirt in the snow.
D. Their fur becomes discolored by oil in the water.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Inferences
1

Why were oil and gas pipelines and roads built to avoid polar bear areas?
A. to aid polar bears in finding food
B. to protect polar bears from mankind
C. to protect man from polar bears
D. to aid polar bears in traveling on ice

2

Why does the mother polar bear lead her cubs to the coast along the open sea
in the spring?
A. so the cubs can learn to swim
B. so the cubs can enjoy the warmth of the spring sun
C. so the cubs can be united with other polar bears
D. so the cubs can find food

3

The author might agree that polar bears
A. are different than other bears.
B. are often hunted.
C. are the fastest animals on earth.
D. are very similar to other bears.

4

The reader can infer
A. the author believes polar bears are interesting animals.
B. the author believes polar bears will become extinct.
C. the author believes polar bears are the most savage bears on earth.
D. the author believes polar bears are more aggressive than the Kodiak bear.
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STORY SET 10
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Cause and Effect
1

Why are polar bears important to Arctic foxes?
A. Arctic foxes prey on the polar bears.
B. Polar bears are not important to Arctic foxes.
C. Polar bears build dens to share with the foxes.
D. Arctic foxes eat the food that the polar bears leave behind.

2

According to the passage, why is the polar bear’s sense of smell important for survival?
A. The strong sense of smell allows the polar bear to find dead animals to eat.
B. The strong sense of smell allows the polar bear to know when danger is near.
C. The strong sense of smell allows polar bears to find other polar bears.
D. The strong sense of smell allows polar bears to find the ocean from hundreds
of miles away.

3

Why do polar bears weigh so much?
A. Polar bears are muscular and muscle weighs more than fat.
B. Polar bears are the largest mammals on earth.
C. Polar bears have extremely heavy bones.
D. Polar bears store a lot of fat on their bodies.
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STORY SET 10
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Compare and Contrast
1

How are polar bears and Kodiak bears alike?
A. Polar bears and Kodiak bears both have white fur.
B. Male polar bears and Kodiak bears are larger than the female bears.
C. Polar bears and Kodiak bears both have long, narrow heads.
D. Polar bears and Kodiak bears both mainly eat fish.

2

Contrast the difference between polar bear cubs and Kodiak bear cubs.
A. Polar bear cubs can see at birth, but Kodiak bear cubs are blind.
B. Polar bears give birth to more cubs than do Kodiak bears.
C. Kodiak bear cubs are born during the spring while polar bear cubs are born
in the fall.
D. Polar bear cubs stay with their mothers for a shorter period of time than
do Kodiak bear cubs.

3

How are polar bears and Kodiak bears different?
A. Kodiak bears eat mostly meat and polar bears eat meat and plants.
B. Polar bears live much longer than Kodiak bears.
C. Kodiak bears are larger than polar bears.
D. Polar bears have more cubs than Kodiak bears.
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STORY SET 10
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Chronological Order
1

According to the chart, which event occurred FIRST?
A. The Marine Mammal Protection Act was created.
B. Polar bears were placed on the endangered species list.
C. Polar bears were relocated to the Arctic region.
D. The Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge was created.

2

What happens in the summer?
A. Polar bears’ coats turn yellowish due to staining.
B. Polar bears shed their coats.
C. Polar bears move to the coast.
D. Polar bears give birth to several cubs.

3

Which sentence tells what happens AFTER polar bear cubs are born?
A. The cubs grow rapidly from the rich milk provided by their mother.
B. Polar bears have played an important role in the culture and livelihood of Eskimos
and other Native people of the North.
C. When being pursued by hunters in open water, polar bears have been known
to escape by plunging 10 to 15 feet below the surface and resurfacing a good
distance away.
D. A polar bear may hunt a seal by waiting quietly for it to come out from its blow
hole, an opening seals make in the ice allowing them to breathe or climb out of
the water to rest.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Author’s Purpose and Perspective
1

Why did the author write this article?
A. to describe to the reader the appearance of polar bears
B. to persuade the reader that polar bears should be protected
C. to amuse the reader with facts about the polar bear’s eating habits
D. to inform the reader about polar bears

2

Why does the author include the chart on polar bears and Kodiak bears?
A. to allow the reader to quickly compare facts about the two types of bears
B. to allow the reader to place the facts in order
C. to focus the reader on the most interesting facts about the Kodiak bear
D. to provide information so the reader does not have to read the article

3

With which statement would the author of Polar Bears disagree?
A. Polar bears are interesting animals.
B. Polar bears have adapted to their environment.
C. Polar bears’ eating habits should be studied.
D. All polar bears should be placed in zoos so they will remain safe.

4

The author of the article would best describe polar bears as all of the following except
A. quick.
B. large.
C. camouflaged.
D. silly.
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Word Analysis
1

Read the sentence from the passage.
Because the polar bear’s coat is white against the whiteness of the ice and snow, the seal
may not see the hunting bear.
What does the word whiteness mean as used in the sentence?
A. one who is white
B. the state or condition of being white
C. product of being white
D. place for being white

2

Read the sentence from the passage.
By the following spring, the sunshine has caused their coats to turn a yellowish shade.
What does the word yellowish mean as used in the sentence?
A. somewhat yellow
B. extremely yellow
C. opposite of yellow
D. not yellow at all

3

Read the sentence from the passage.
When being pursued by hunters in open water, polar bears have been known to escape
by plunging 10 to 15 feet below the surface and resurfacing a good distance away.
What does the word resurfacing mean as used in the sentence?
A. to surface again
B. to surface often
C. to surface periodically
D. to not surface
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Context Clues
1

Read this sentence from the article.
The polar bear will often have to wait for hours for a seal to emerge.
What does the word emerge mean?
A. draw into
B. come out
C. play
D. quickly swim

2

Read this sentence from the article.
Polar bears can run very fast, but are most agile in the sea.
What does the word agile mean?
A. clumsy
B. alert
C. awkward
D. swift

3

Read this sentence from the article.
When being pursued by hunters in open water, polar bears have been known to escape
by plunging 10 to 15 feet below the surface and resurfacing a good distance away.
What does the word plunging mean?
A. diving
B. reducing
C. rising
D. striking
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:

Synonyms and Antonyms
1

Read this sentence from the article.
The coat is a useful hunting adaptation.
Which word is the best SYNONYM for the word adaptation?
A. edition
B. modification
C. version
D. fake

2

As used in the article, which is most SIMILAR to the word narrower?
A. thinner
B. wider
C. larger
D. lighter

3

As used in the article, which word is OPPOSITE to the word hollow?
A. empty
B. solid
C. sunken
D. worthless

4

As used in the article, which word is the best ANTONYM for the word primary?
A. main
B. chief
C. key
D. minor
125

ANSWER KEY
Story Set 1: Why the Ocean is Salty
Main Idea 1.B 2.A
Supporting Details 1.D 2.C
Inferences 1.C 2.D
Cause and Effect 1.B 2.A
Compare and Contrast 1.C 2.C
Chronological Order 1.D 2.B
Author’s Purpose and Perspective 1.B 2.A
Word Analysis 1.C 2.A
Context Clues 1.A 2.C
Synonyms and Antonyms 1.C 2.A

3.A
3.B 4.A
3.C 4.B
3.B 4.D
3.D
3.B
3.B 4.B
3.D
3.A
3.C 4.A

Story Set 4: The Oak Tree
Main Idea
Supporting Details
Inferences
Cause and Effect
Compare and Contrast
Chronological Order
Author’s Purpose and Perspective
Word Analysis
Context Clues
Synonyms and Antonyms

3.A 4.D
3.C 4.A
3.D 4.A
3.C 4.D
3.A
3.D 4.D
3.B 4.B
3.A
3.C
3.A 4.C

Story Set 5: Dinosaur National Monument
Main Idea 1.A 2.C 3.A
Supporting Details 1.D 2.A 3.C 4.B
Inferences 1.A 2.B 3.C
Cause and Effect 1.C. 2.A 3.B
Compare and Contrast 1.B 2.A 3.A
Chronological Order 1.B 2.A 3.D
Author’s Purpose and Perspective 1.B 2.B 3.A
Word Analysis 1.C 2.B 3.D
Context Clues 1.B 2.A 3.B
Synonyms and Antonyms 1.D 2.C 3.A

Story Set 3: Pandora and the Golden Box
Main Idea 1.B 2.B 3.A 4.A
Supporting Details 1.D 2.D 3.B 4.C
Inferences 1.D 2.D. 3.A 4.B
Cause and Effect 1.A 2.A 3.D 4.A
Compare and Contrast 1.A 2.D 3.B
Chronological Order 1.C 2.B 3.D 4.B
Author’s Purpose and Perspective 1.A 2.A 3.B 4.B
Word Analysis 1.A 2.D 3.C
Context Clues 1.C 2.A 3.D
Synonyms and Antonyms 1.A 2.B 3.A

Story Set 6: Juan and His Painted Hat
Main Idea 1.A 2.B 3.D
Supporting Details 1.D 2.A 3.C 4.A
Inferences 1.A 2.B 3.D
Cause and Effect 1.B 2.D 3.B
Compare and Contrast 1.B 2.A 3.A
Chronological Order 1.C 2.C 3.B
Author’s Purpose and Perspective 1.B 2.C 3.D
Word Analysis 1.A 2.D 3.D
Context Clues 1.A 2.B 3.A
Synonyms and Antonyms 1.B 2.D 3.C 4.C

Story Set 2: The Blind Poet
Main Idea
Supporting Details
Inferences
Cause and Effect
Compare and Contrast
Chronological Order
Author’s Purpose and Perspective
Word Analysis
Context Clues
Synonyms and Antonyms

126

1.A
1.C
1.B
1.C
1.B
1.D
1.A
1.A
1.B
1.D

2.A
2.D
2.D
2.C
2.A
2.B
2.C
2.B
2.D
2.A

1.C
1.B
1.A
1.D
1.A
1.A
1.A
1.B
1.A
1.C

2.A 3.B
2.C 3.A
2.B 3.A
2.B 3.A
2.B 3.A
2.D 3.B
2.A 3.B
2.A 3.B
2.B 3.A
2.A 3.D

4.B
4.B
4.A
4.A
4.A
4.A

4.A

ANSWER KEY
Story Set 7: Aunt Jemima’s Quilt
Main Idea 1.A
Supporting Details 1.D
Inferences 1.D
Cause and Effect 1.A
Compare and Contrast 1.A
Chronological Order 1.B
Author’s Purpose and Perspective 1.A
Word Analysis 1.A
Context Clues 1.A
Synonyms and Antonyms 1.D

2.C 3.C 4.A
2.D 3.C 4.D
2.B 3.A 4.A
2.C 3.A 4.B
2.C 3.A
2.B 3.C
2.A 3.C 4.A
2.A 3.A
2.D 3.C
2.B 3.C

Story Set 8: Young Benjamin Franklin
Main Idea 1.B 2.A 3.B
Supporting Details 1.A 2.B 3.A
Inferences 1.B 2.A 3.A
Cause and Effect 1.D 2.A 3.B
Compare and Contrast 1.A 2.B 3.C
Chronological Order 1.C 2.B 3.C 4.C
Author’s Purpose and Perspective 1.D 2.B 3.A
Word Analysis 1.B 2.D 3.A
Context Clues 1.C 2.A 3.B
Synonyms and Antonyms 1.A 2.D 3.C

Story Set 9: The Man and the Nightingale
Main Idea 1.A 2.D 3.B
Supporting Details 1.A 2.C 3.D 4.B
Inferences 1.D 2.D 3.A
Cause and Effect 1.A 2.D 3.D 4.A
Compare and Contrast 1.B 2.B 3.C 4.C
Chronological Order 1.B 2.A 3.A 4.D
Author’s Purpose and Perspective 1.B 2.A 3.D 4.D
Word Analysis 1.A 2.A 3.A
Context Clues 1.D 2.A 3.D
Synonyms and Antonyms 1.C 2.A 3.B 4.B
Story Set 10: Polar Bears
Main Idea
Supporting Details
Inferences
Cause and Effect
Compare and Contrast
Chronological Order
Author’s Purpose and Perspective
Word Analysis
Context Clues
Synonyms and Antonyms

1.D
1.B
1.B
1.D
1.B
1.D
1.D
1.B
1.B
1.B

2.A 3.A
2.C 3.A
2.D 3.A 4.A
2.A 3.D
2.D 3.C
2.B 3.A
2.A 3.D 4.D
2.A 3.A
2.D 3.A
2.A 3.B 4.D

127

Name: ______________________________

Author’s Purpose Activity 2
Directions: Read the descriptions of each item and determine the author’s purpose (to
entertain, persuade, or inform). Then, in a sentence or two, explain your answer.
1. A pamphlet urging people not to eat animals or use products made from animals or
animal suffering because the author thinks that is cruel and unnecessary
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

2. A book of over 1,000 knock-knock jokes
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

3. A cook book containing recipes for making cakes, cookies, and other desserts
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

4. The story of a young woman who, after the death of her grandfather, quit her job in
the business world and returned home to help her aging grandmother
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

5. A politician’s speech about how homes should be provided to families who cannot
afford them
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

6. A poem about a “packrat,” a person who refuses to throw things away, even things
that most people would consider garbage
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

7. An article comparing and contrasting American and Swedish health care systems
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

8. The Shakespearean tragedy Romeo and Juliet, where two young lovers are
forbidden from seeing one another due to a centuries old blood feud between their two
families
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

9. A young girl’s note to her parents giving reasons why they should buy a puppy
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

10. A website describing a local dog leash ordinance, detailing its history and the
penalties for walking around with one’s dog unleashed
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

Name: ______________________________

Author’s Purpose 3
Directions: read the description, determine the author’s purpose, and then explain your answer.
1. The first issue of Wolverine, published by Marvel in 1982
Author’s Purpose: _____________________________________________________________
(to inform, persuade, or entertain)
How do you know? Write a sentence explaining your answer.

2. A pamphlet explaining how an unborn child may be affected when a pregnant mother smokes
Author’s Purpose: _____________________________________________________________
(to inform, persuade, or entertain)
How do you know? Write a sentence explaining your answer.

3. A novel about a young girl who learns a lesson about bullying other students on the internet
Author’s Purpose: _____________________________________________________________
(to inform, persuade, or entertain)
How do you know? Write a sentence explaining your answer.

4. The terms of use for Facebook, a social networking site
Author’s Purpose: _____________________________________________________________
(to inform, persuade, or entertain)
How do you know? Write a sentence explaining your answer.

5. A speech written by a famous basketball player urging young people to stay in school
Author’s Purpose: _____________________________________________________________
(to inform, persuade, or entertain)
How do you know? Write a sentence explaining your answer.

6. Directions to the mall written by a friend or relative
Author’s Purpose: _____________________________________________________________
(to inform, persuade, or entertain)
How do you know? Write a sentence explaining your answer.

7. The ingredients listed on the side of a candy bar wrapper
Author’s Purpose: _____________________________________________________________
(to inform, persuade, or entertain)
How do you know? Write a sentence explaining your answer.

8. The lyrics to Michael Jackson’s song, “Billy Jean”
Author’s Purpose: _____________________________________________________________
(to inform, persuade, or entertain)
How do you know? Write a sentence explaining your answer.

9. A letter to a teen girl from her imprisoned father giving reasons why she should go to college
Author’s Purpose: _____________________________________________________________
(to inform, persuade, or entertain)
How do you know? Write a sentence explaining your answer.

10. The documentation and instructions for a new touch-screen tablet PC
Author’s Purpose: _____________________________________________________________
(to inform, persuade, or entertain)
How do you know? Write a sentence explaining your answer.

11. A bumper sticker warning people to “Click it or Ticket,” in reference to wearing a seatbelt
Author’s Purpose: _____________________________________________________________
(to inform, persuade, or entertain)
How do you know? Write a sentence explaining your answer.

12. The story of a teacher who helps some of her troubled students get to college
Author’s Purpose: _____________________________________________________________
(to inform, persuade, or entertain)
How do you know? Write a sentence explaining your answer.

13. A brochure for custom glass windows with product descriptions, sample images, & coupons
Author’s Purpose: _____________________________________________________________
(to inform, persuade, or entertain)
How do you know? Write a sentence explaining your answer.

Name: ______________________________

Author’s Purpose Activity
Directions: Read the descriptions of each item and determine the author’s main
purpose (to entertain, persuade, or inform). Then, in a sentence or two, explain your
answer.
1. A story about a family trying to stick together and survive through the Great
Depression in the Midwest in the 1930s
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

2. A section in a history book describing the conditions and causes of the Great
Depression in the Midwest in the 1930s
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

3. An instructional booklet describing how to operate a smart phone
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

4. An article where the author argues that an iPhone is better than an Android phone
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

5. A poem about why the iPhone is the greatest consumer electronic device ever made
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

6. The story of a young athlete who takes steroids and his life and future fall apart
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

7. A medical report describing the effects of steroids on the human body
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

8. A speech written by a professional athlete listing the negative effects of steroids and
urging young athletes to not use steroids
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

9. A booklet containing the school rules and the consequences for violating those rules
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

10. A story written about a young boy who moves to a new school and is bullied, but he
gains self-confidence by joining a sports team and learns to stand up for himself.
Author’s Purpose: _______________________________________________________
Explain Your Answer:
Write a sentence or two.

End of Book Menu
Directions: To show all you learned while reading, you will be
completing some of the following end of book projects. You must
complete a total of 25 points worth of work. Level 1 projects are
worth 5 points, Level 2 projects are worth 10 points, and level 3
projects are worth 15 points. You can do any mixture of activities as
long as they equal 25 points or more. ENJOY!
Level 1 (5 points)

Level 2 (10 points)

Level 3 (20 points)

Summary

Non-fiction supplement
Choose one important
historical aspect from the
book and create a nonfiction text that further
explains the event.

Children’s book version

Take the story and convert
it into a children’s book that
kindergarteners would love!
Complete with captivating
illustrations.

Vocabulary Enhancer

The Game

The Epilogue

Write an overall summary of
the book.

Create a glossary of the 15
most important terms from
the book to help future
readers.

Create a board game
centered around the book.

Write an epilogue for the
story explaining what you
think would have happened
next.

Letter to the author

Progressive One-Pager

Character Journal

Write a letter to the author
telling him/her how you felt
about the book.

Complete a progressive onepager highlighting the
various aspects of the novel.

Pretend you are a main
character experiencing all of
the events firsthand. Create
a diary reflecting how they
were feeling throughout the
book.

Persuasive Letter

Book Cover

The Graphic Novel

Write a persuasive letter
convincing others to read
this book.

Use your skills to become
the author/illustrator of a
new book cover for the
novel.

Create a graphic novel
version of the story that
illustrates all of the most
important plot points

Summary
What is a summary? A summary is the recapping of all of the most
important aspects of a piece of literature.
Requirements: Your summary must be at least 3-5 paragraphs long and
include the following aspects:
• A detailed description of the setting and how it changes over time.
• A detailed description of the main characters (at least 3) and how
they change over time.
• An overview of the main plot points recapping the rising action,
climax and resolution of the story.
• A detailed explanation of the main theme (or themes) in the novel.

Vocabulary Enhancer
What is vocabulary enhancement? Enhancing vocabulary is when a student
focuses on the specific words being used by an author and works with those
words to better enhance their understanding of them.
Requirements: You must choose 15 words from the story to focus on. These
words should be words that are essential to the story and words that 5th
graders would typically struggle with. Place them in alphabetical order and you
must do the following for each word.
• Write the word in bold
• Write a kid friendly definition for the word (no copying from the
dictionary, it must be in your own words!)
• Write a sentence that shows the word being correctly used in
context.
• Copy the sentence from the book, underline the word, and write
the page number. **If the word is used more than once, then just
choose one instance, preferably the first time it was used.**
• Create a symbol for the word that you believe would help other
readers understand/remember what the word means.
• Put all of the word pages together into a book with a cover page.

Letter to the author
What is a letter to the author? A letter to the author is your opportunity
to tell the author exactly how you felt about the book. It is your chance to
reflect upon how you really felt about the story.
Requirements: Your letter must be at least 3-5 paragraphs long and include
the following information:
• A detailed introduction of the book with a clear thesis stating your
opinion of the book
• 3 reasons why you liked or did not like the book (body paragraph
topic sentences)
• Explanations with textual details supporting each of your reasons,
using specific details from the book.
• A detailed concluding paragraph restating your thesis and
reflecting upon what the author could do to make the story better.

Persuasive Letter
What is a persuasive letter? A persuasive letter is a letter written to an
audience with the intention of trying to convince them of something.
Requirements: Your letter must be at least 3-5 body paragraphs long and
include the following information:
• A detailed introduction of the book with a clear thesis stating why
they should read the book.
• 3 main arguments why they should read the book (body paragraph
topic sentences)
• Explanations with textual details supporting each of your reasons,
using specific details from the book (without giving away key plot
points).
• A detailed concluding paragraph restating your thesis and
reflecting upon how the book has impacted you.

Non-fiction Supplement
What is a non-fiction supplement? A non-fiction supplement is an
informational book that corresponds to an important aspect of the literature
being read. It provides additional information for the reader to better
understand an important part of the book.
Requirements: Your non-fiction supplement must be at least 5 written pages
long ( 1.5 pages typed) and include the following elements:
• An introduction that introduces the topic and explains why it was
chosen to correspond with the literature.
• 5 different subtopics that are being explored and explained to the
reader.
• Effective text features that enhance the literature and help the
reader better understand the topic
• A conclusion that wraps up the supplement and relates it back to
the literature from class.

Board Game
What is a board game? A board game is an interactive way for players to
review their knowledge and skills.
Requirements: You must complete the following aspects to the game:
• A colorful and enticing game board that reflects the setting of
the story.
• Detailed directions that explain how to play the game.
• Questions that players must answer to advance through the game.
• Answers to all of the questions.
• Playing pieces that reflect important aspects from the story.

Progressive 1-page poster
What is a progressive 1-page poster? A progressive 1-page poster is a
specialized poster designed to reflect upon the most important elements of a
story.
Requirements:
• Border- The border will tell the story in chronological order with
symbols and small phrases to describe to the reader.
• Questions- You must write 2 level 2 or 3 questions and both label
the level of the question and answer the questions yourself in
detail.
• Poem- You must complete a poem related to the story. If you do an
acrostic poem, it must be full sentences and the ending of each
line must rhyme.
• I believe statement- Your “I believe” statement must reflect to
the theme of the story. For example, “I believe the most
important theme in ______ is __________because _________.”
• Connection- You should explain one aspect of the story that you
felt very connected to and why.
• Key Figure with power words- You must choose a key symbol from
the story and surround it with power words that best describe the
novel as a whole. Think symbolically not literally!
Book Cover
What is a book cover? Have you ever heard the saying “Don’t judge a book
by its cover?” Well in this case, your are going to be making such a unique and
enticing new cover for your book, people will be able to judge away!
Requirements: You must physically create the cover using a sturdy material
that mimics the structure of a book cover and include the following aspects:
• Front Cover- The title of the book, author, thoughtful and colored
illustration and any award badges the book has won.
• Back Cover- An exciting and enticing summary of the book that
alludes to the adventure to come but does not give away any key
information to future readers.

• Inside Flap #1- A mini biography of the author detailing key
information as well as other books the author has written
(minimum 2 paragraphs)
• Inside Flap #2- Testimonials- Get real testimonials or make up
some of your own that show future readers how great the book
really is! (Minimum- 5)
• Spine- Include the name of the book, author and the amount of
pages that the book has for fast reference of future readers.

The Children’s book version
What is a children’s book? A children’s book is a piece of literature that
appeals to the smallest of readers. They typically limit the amount of text on
one page to only 2-3 sentences, have colorful pictures, and keep word choices
simple so that younger audiences are engaged and able to understand.
Requirements: You must convert the novel into a children’s book that
recreates the story while still being appropriate for a younger audience. You
must include the following aspects:
• A cover page
• All main characters in the book must be included
• The 20 most important plot elements must be included
• The reader must be taken through the entire story
• The book must be colored and easy to read
The Epilogue
What is an epilogue? An epilogue is a section of the story that comes after
the main chapters have ended. The epilogue details key things that would
have happened after the story has ended, for example-how relationships
would have ended up, next steps for the character, further changes that
would have developed. It provides readers with that sense of security since
they do not have to predict how everything would have turned out, instead
the author tells them outright.
Requirements: Your epilogue must be at least 5 written pages long ( 1.5 pages
typed) and include the following elements:
• It should be styled after the writing style of the author.

• It should restate where the story left off and state the effects
of what happened.
• Main characters should be mentioned and the rest of their
immediate stories told to the reader.
• All major events from the story should be brought to their
conclusion, so the reader doesn’t have to wonder how they turned
out.

Character Journal
What is a character journal? A character journal is a diary written from
the perspective of one of the main characters from the story. You will
pretend to be them and write in your diary from different points in the story
showing how they were feeling at that time.
Requirements: You must write 10 different entries as your character from 10
distinct parts of the book. Each entry must be 2-3 paragraphs long and the
following aspects should be focused on:
• Creating a context for the reader by explaining what is happening
the story and as a result how the character is feeling.
• A detailed description of why the character is feeling that way.
• Showing how the character changed throughout the story.
• Visuals that add to the meaning of the entries.

The Graphic Novel
What is a graphic novel? A graphic novel or “comic book” is a type of
literature that uses illustrations, word bubbles and little formal description
to tell a story.
Requirements: You must convert the main aspects of the story into a
cohesive graphic novel. The following must be included:
• A cover page
• All main characters in the book must be included
• The 20 most important plot elements must be included
• The reader must be taken through the entire story
• The comic must be colored and easy to read

Name: ___________________________

Fact and Opinion
Directions: Read each statement and then circle whether it is a fact or opinion. Explain your answer.
1. The fastest land dwelling creature is the Cheetah.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
2. Michael Jordan has a career average of 30.4 points per game.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
3. George Washington was the first President of the United States under the Constitution.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
4. The ugliest sea creature is the manatee.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
5. Michael Jordan is the greatest basketball player of all time.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
6. There seems to be too much standardized testing in public schools.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
7. Prison is one of the worst places on the planet.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
8. It is wrong for people under the age of 21 to drink alcohol.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
9. Sister Carrie was written by Theodore Dreiser.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
10. Lord of the Rings: Return of the King won eleven Oscars (Academy Awards).
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
11. Oranges contain both calcium and vitamin C.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
12. The television show The Simpsons is just not as funny as it used to be.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________

13. Diamonds are the hardest substance on Earth.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
14. McDonalds sells more hamburgers than any other restaurant chain in the world.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
15. Horse manure smells awful.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
16. The price of gas has grown to become too expensive.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
17. KFC has engineered “chickens” that do not have beaks and are double breasted.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
18. The more money someone has the more successful they are.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
19. Vegetarians are healthier than people who eat meat.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
20. Cell phones emit radiation that may or may not cause brain cancer.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
21. Students have a lot harder time in school than the teachers.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
22. Popular music today is not as good as it was in the past.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
23. It is illegal to yell out “Fire” in a crowded movie theater.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
24. People should not be allowed to talk on cell phones in a movie theater.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________
25. Drug dealers belong in prison.
Fact or Opinion Explain: _____________________________________________________________

Figurative Language in “$how Me the Money”- Identify the type of figurative language the line represents, explain what it means, and
draw a picture of the example.

Line of Text

Type of Figurative
Language

Explanation

Picture

1.He was the heart throb of every
fifth grade girl except me.

2. Day after day, before the bell
could even finish ringing to dismiss
us to recess, he’d have his
designated spot on the bench outside
and they’d form a line longer than
one at Toys R Us on Black Friday.
3. It didn’t matter what he did or
what he said, if he came near, time
stood still and their eyes glazed
over, like he was one of those
mouth-watering donuts.
4. They wanted to know his secrets
and like an informant for the FBI, he
was more than willing to share.

5. It was on that hot, sticky day
when it seemed like the sun was
about to don a pair of sunglasses and
apply some SPF 50, that Billy Bob
came up to me at recess and
assumed I wanted to be his one and
only (for a week, maybe more if I
was special).
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Figurative Language in “$how Me the Money”- Identify the type of figurative language the line represents, explain what it means, and
draw a picture of the example. Use the story to find examples for row 2 and 4. Then, complete the graphic organizer.

Line of Text

Type of Figurative
Language

Explanation

Picture

1.He was the heart throb of every
fifth grade girl except me.

2

Hyperbole

3. It didn’t matter what he did or
what he said, if he came near, time
stood still and their eyes glazed
over, like he was one of those
mouth-watering donuts.

4

Simile

5. It was on that hot, sticky day
when it seemed like the sun was
about to don a pair of sunglasses and
apply some SPF 50, that Billy Bob
came up to me at recess and
assumed I wanted to be his one and
only (for a week, maybe more if I
was special).
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Figurative Language in “$how Me the Money”- Complete the graphic organizer below. Use the short story, “$how Me the Money” to find
the following types of figurative language, then explain what each example means, and draw a picture of the example.

Line of Text

Type of Figurative
Language

1.

Metaphor

2

Hyperbole

3

Personification
Simile

4

Simile

5

Personification
Hyperbole

Explanation

Picture
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Answer Key: Figurative Language in “$how Me the Money”
Line of Text

Type of Figurative
Language

1.He was the heart throb of every
fifth grade girl except me.
Metaphor

2. Day after day, before the bell
could even finish ringing to dismiss
us to recess, he’d have his
designated spot on the bench outside
and they’d form a line longer than
one at Toys R Us on Black Friday.
3. It didn’t matter what he did or
what he said, if he came near, time
stood still and their eyes glazed
over, like he was one of those
mouth-watering donuts.
4. They wanted to know his secrets
and like an informant for the FBI, he
was more than willing to share.

5. It was on that hot, sticky day
when it seemed like the sun was
about to don a pair of sunglasses and
apply some SPF 50, that Billy Bob
came up to me at recess and
assumed I wanted to be his one and
only (for a week, maybe more if I
was special).

Explanation

Picture

Billy is compared to a heart throb as
if the girls lived and breathed
because of Billy.

Picture will vary.

This example exaggerates how long
of a line the boys formed to talk to
Billy.

Picture will vary.

Time is given the human quality of
standing.

Picture will vary.

Hyperbole

Personification
Simile

This compares the way the girls
looked at Billy to the way someone
would look at a doughnut.
This compares Billy to an informant
giving secrets to the FBI.

Picture will vary.

Personification because the sun
can’t wear sunglasses or sunscreen.

Picture will vary.

Simile

Personification
Hyperbole

Hyperbole because this example
exaggerates how hot it was by
saying the sun would need
sunscreen and sunglasses.
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$how Me the Money
by Kim Berry
He was the heart throb of every fifth grade girl
except me. Billy Martin was his name, but I called him Billy
Bob just to annoy him. Although, if you asked me I’d say the
name fit him rather well. He certainly dressed the part of a
country farmer. Everyday he would come to school with
those blue-denim overalls and a plain white t-shirt to go under
it. Ordinarily, I don’t set out to antagonize newcomers,
actually I make it a point to befriend them. I figure it’s better
to have the newbie on my side rather than as an enemy.
Unfortunately, my gentle welcome to Sherman Oaks
Elementary didn’t go over too well. As Billy had put it, even if
he was drowning in a lake and I was the only person around,
he wouldn’t call my name for help. A simple no thank you
would have done just nicely. So from that point on, I steered
clear of Billy Martin. Zero interaction was my goal. I did
watch him, though. In a class of 15, it was hard not to notice
someone as peculiar as Billy Martin. He was a country
farmer complete with the green stalk of grass he chewed on
constantly. I wondered about those overalls; I could swear
that he only had that one dingy, grimy pair, but my mother
told me not to swear, so in this case I will settle with a strong
opinion.
I don’t know what they saw in him. He walked with the
air of a king as if he expected us to bow down to his every
whim. It didn’t matter what he did or what he said, if he
came near, time stood still and their eyes glazed over, like he
was one of those mouth-watering donuts. Even the guys
were baffled by this guy. Day after day, before the bell
could even finish ringing to dismiss us to recess, he’d have
his designated spot on the bench outside and they’d form a
line longer than one at Toys R Us on Black Friday. They
wanted to know his secrets and like an informant for the FBI,
he was more than willing to share.
All I know is I couldn’t stand that brown-haired weirdo.
He had a different girl every week, but no longer than that
because when Saturday rolled around he would politely give
them the dreadful heave-ho and move on to his next fan, who
was always willing to be that next fan.

It was on that hot, sticky Monday in May when it
seemed like the sun was about to don a pair of sunglasses and
apply some SPF 50, that Billy Bob came up to me at recess
and assumed I wanted to be his one and only (for a week,
maybe more if I was special). He had trapped me behind the
tall, red-brick school building where he laid out his guidelines
for our little fling.
We were supposed to hold hands whenever possible at
school and sit next to each other. I was literally appalled.
How dare this brown-haired, overall-wearing, grass-chewing,
girl-using, bad excuse for a fifth-grade boy assume such a
thing.
“Billy Bob,” I said, “it makes no sense to me why you
would want to be my boyfriend when you made it clear the
first day you moved here that you couldn’t stand me.”
“But I have to, because you’re the last girl,” he said
with a southern drawl.
“What do you mean I’m the last girl?”
“Never mind that, “ he dismissed it. “Please, please be
my girlfriend.”
I couldn’t believe it, the all high and mighty Billy “Bob”
Martin was begging me, actually begging me.
“What’s the big deal? You act like this was some kind
of a bet.”
“It was,” he said plan and simple.
This was absolutely priceless. It amazes me that I still
remember every single detail. I followed along with his little
plan right up to the end. I have to admit I felt sorry for him.
It was a stupid bet. Jerry Maguire said Billy Bob couldn’t
date each girl in our class for a week before school was over.
Come to find out he paid the first girl five dollars, and
she happened to be the very pretty and sickening Betty Lou.
So naturally everyone followed her lead. He didn’t pay the
rest of them, but I charged him twenty dollars. The first ten
to go along with this, the second to keep my mouth shut. You
know what they say, you can’t judge a book by it’s cover, or in
this case an apparent heart throb by his apparent attitude.
© 2014 Kim Berry of Cre8tivekjs Designs All Rights Reserved.

Name: _________________________

Genre Worksheet 1
Directions: Read the descriptions of the texts. Look for details that reveal the genre. Write the genre and
subgenre on the lines and write a sentence explaining your answer.
1. The Hard Way Out by Terry Vaughn
In this novel, Brian is struggling. After losing both of his parents in a tragic car accident, Brian is living at
his Aunt's house and sharing a room with his cousin. Basketball is his only escape. But after getting
benched for low progress report grades, Brian's world shatters. Does he have it in him to improve his
grades? Will Brian come to peace with his emotions? Can anyone help him?
Genre: ___________________________________ Subgenre: _________________________________
Explain your Answer

2. Newton's Law by Morton Mallon
After a life of studying the nano-transportation sciences, Professor Melton stumbles upon a major
breakthrough. On April 20th, 2042, Melton discovers a way to transport particles at light-speed across
fixed distances. Now he can teleport from one location to another. But Professor Melton soon discovers
that there is no such thing as a free lunch. He learns that the body ages relative to the distance travelled,
not just the time. This means that a teleporting body ages very rapidly. Can Melton solve this problem
before his time is up?
Genre: ___________________________________ Subgenre: _________________________________
Explain your Answer

3. Intermediate Math Problems for Students by M. Colwell
This workbook explains how to perform basic mathematical operations, like double-digit addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division. It also explains fractions and decimals.
Genre: ___________________________________ Subgenre: _________________________________
Explain your Answer

4. "If a Tree Falls" adapted by Stan Tanner
This is the very short story of a buck. The buck was admiring his horns in the water's reflection and
feeling bad about his skinny legs. Then a hunter tries to kill him. As the buck tries to escape, his big horns
get stuck in some tree branches, but his skinny legs manage to pull him free. The moral is that what is
truly valuable is often unappreciated.
Genre: ___________________________________ Subgenre: _________________________________
Explain your Answer

5. The Tinfoil Key by Rob Burnside
When young Ian Bradley accidently switches suitcases with an intergalactic space explorer, he ends up
going on the trip of a lifetime. Now that he's left holding the bag, Ian must deliver it to the light scientists
on Gamma Outpost 9 in time. Every life form in the galaxy is unknowingly depending on the success of
Ian's efforts.
Genre: ___________________________________ Subgenre: _________________________________
Explain your Answer

6. Seeing More, Being More by Fletch Carpenter
"Dr." Fletch gives readers a dose of hard medicine. He believes that most people cause their own
problems. Fletch teaches readers to solve problems such as bullying, insecurity, and relationship troubles.
He does this with a three-step strategy: letting go of ego, seeing the "real" reality, and finding a role.
Some readers find Carpenter's ideas to be refreshing. Others find them to be offensive.
Genre: ___________________________________ Subgenre: _________________________________
Explain your Answer

7. Bronze Star by Irwin Keene
World War II has been hard for Mama Conner. While her husband and three sons have been away at war,
Mama Conner has had to fend for herself. She keeps the house together, raises money, and provides for
Baby Maple. The mood in town suddenly darkens when her neighbor Betsy loses one of her loved ones in
battle. At Mama Conner's ladies club, several upstanding ladies of the town are on edge. They heard a
garbled news report announcing that a man from their town was lost in battle. But the man's name went
unheard and the women are left to speculate. This novel ends in a surprising twist.
Genre: ___________________________________ Subgenre: _________________________________
Explain your Answer

8. "Rapunzel" adapted by Craig Hooper
Once upon a time a young girl named Rapunzel was running an errand for her mother. An evil witch
kidnaps Rapunzel and imprisons her in the tower of a castle. After years in the tower, Rapunzel grew
long, beautiful hair. Having seen nobody but the evil witch her whole life, Rapunzel is very lonely. One
day a prince wanders by and climbs up her hair. The witch doesn't like this and action ensues. Eventually
the prince and Rapunzel live happily every after.
Genre: ___________________________________ Subgenre: _________________________________
Explain your Answer

Grade 5 Writing Prompts
There are many different kinds of entertainment, such as music, games, books, or movies.
Explain your favorite type of entertainment and why you like it.

What is something you want to learn to do? Explain what you would like to learn and why.

Imagine your school closes for the day, and you can do anything you want. What will you do? Write
a story about what happens.

Suppose you had the opportunity to travel anywhere you wanted. Write to explain where you would
go and why.

Think about something you would like to change about your school. Write to explain what you
would change and why.

Think about a special event you experienced. Write to explain the event and why it was important to
you.

People often help one another. Write to explain how you or someone you know helps others.

Think of someone or something that is special to you. Write to explain what is special to you and
why.

What is one item you would like to have? Write to describe the item and explain why you want it.

Imagine a local newspaper reporter wants to know about your favorite school event. Write to
describe the event and explain why it is your favorite.

Who is your favorite teacher? Write to describe which teacher you like best and explain what makes
him or her special.

Imagine one of your teachers asks you to bring something special to show the class. Write to
describe the item and explain why you would like to show it.

Think about a pet you would like to own. Write to explain what you would choose and why.

Think of someone who is brave. Write to describe this person and explain how he or she shows
bravery.
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Grade 5 Writing Prompts
Imagine you are going on a field trip in a bus created especially for kids. Describe this bus and
explain why kids will like it.

Think about a favorite toy you have now or had when you were younger. Describe the toy and tell
why it is your favorite.

Imagine you received a package in the mail from a special person. Using details, write about what
happened when you opened the package.
*Prompt has a picture of a package.

Think of an object that is important to you. Write to describe this object and explain why it is
important.

Imagine one day at school you are allowed to create a rule for students to follow. Explain the rule
you create and why you choose to make that rule. Be sure to include details.

If you could make one wish that would help others, what would you wish for and why? Write to
explain what wish you would make and how it would help others. Be sure to include details.

Think of your favorite place to eat. The location could be at home, school, a park, a restaurant, or
another place. Write to explain why this is your favorite place to eat.

Your teacher gives you a camera and asks you to take pictures of three things you like at school.
Explain what you take pictures of and why you like these things.

There is a saying that time goes by quickly when you are having fun. Write about an exciting event
in which the time seemed to go by faster than usual.

Write about a time you worked hard for something. For example, you may have worked hard to win
a game, make money for something, or earn a reward in class. Tell what you did and how you felt.

Imagine you find an old letter tucked inside a library book. The letter reveals that there is a hidden
passageway somewhere at your school. Write about your search for the passageway and where it
leads.

Imagine something wonderful happened to you. Write to describe your experience.

Think about a trip you went on with your class, family, friends, or a group. Write about what
happened on the trip.
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Grade 5 Writing Prompts
Imagine someone made an exciting announcement at school. Write about the announcement and
what happened next.

Suppose a door suddenly appears as you are walking down the hall. Write about what happens
when you open the door.

Imagine one day you wake up and discover you are invisible. Write to describe where you go and
what you do.

Think about a time you were kind. Write to describe the situation and what happened as a result of
your kindness.

Think about a time something exciting or funny happened. Write about the exciting or funny
experience and what happened.

Think about a time you practiced or prepared for an important event. Write about what happened.
Be sure to include details.

Imagine you are any animal you want to be for a day. Write to tell where you live and what you do.
Be sure to include details in your story.

Imagine a fish popped its head out of the water and said something.
What would you do? Write a story about what happened. Be sure to include details in your story.
*Prompt has a video of a goldfish swimming in a clear glass fish bowl.

Think about a time when you were brave. Perhaps you had to speak in front of the class, do
something that was difficult, or ride a fast roller coaster. Write about what happened. Be specific
and include details.

Imagine yourself as a superhero. You might be able to see through walls, fly, or swim like a fish.
Write about your superhuman power and what happens when you use it.

Think of a time when someone did something special for you. Perhaps the person sent a card,
helped with homework, or cooked a food you like. Write about this time and include details.

Imagine you and a friend found a spaceship. The door opened and you looked inside. Write about
what happened.
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Grade 5 Writing Prompts
Imagine your friend has a car that talks and flies. The car can do other amazing things too. Your
friend takes you for a ride. Write to tell what happened when your friend took you for a ride in the
car.
Imagine a helicopter with a famous person on board landed near your school. The person was
coming to visit your class. Who was the person, and what happened when he or she came to your
classroom?
Imagine one day you were outside and came across a vine-covered stone wall. In the middle of the
wall was a locked wooden gate with a golden key hanging next to it. Using details, write a story
about what happened.
*Prompt has a picture of a vine covered wall with a wooden door.
Imagine you were awakened one morning by a talking parrot. “I know where a treasure is buried,” it
squawked. Using details, write a story about what happened.
*Prompt has a picture of a parrot.

Think about your favorite year in school. Was it kindergarten, first grade, second grade, or another
grade? Write to explain why the year you chose was your favorite.
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Name: ________________________________

Inferences Worksheet 1
Directions: Read each passage and then respond to the questions. Each question will ask you to make
a logical inference based on textual details. Explain your answer by referencing the text.
Every day after work Paul took his muddy boots off on the steps of the front porch. Alice would have
a fit if the boots made it so far as the welcome mat. He then took off his dusty overalls and threw them
into a plastic garbage bag; Alice left a new garbage bag tied to the porch railing for him every
morning. On his way in the house, he dropped the garbage bag off at the washing machine and went
straight up the stairs to the shower as he was instructed. He would eat dinner with her after he was
“presentable,” as Alice had often said.
1. What type of job does Paul do? ____________________________________________________
How do you know this?

2. Describe Alice: ___________________________________________________________________
What in the text supports your description?

3. What relationship do Paul and Alice have? _____________________________________________
Why do you feel this way?

Crack! Thunder struck and rain poured. Max stared blankly out the window, trying to contain his
emotions that raged like the weather. He was beginning to lose it. Dropping the kite from his hand,
Max broke out into full sobs. His mother comforted him, “There, there, Max. We’ll just find
something else to do.” She began to unpack the picnic basket that was on the counter and offered him
a sandwich. Max snapped, “I don’t wanna sand-mich!” A flash from the sky lit up the living room.
Boom! Mom sighed.
4. Why is Max upset? ________________________________________________________________
How do you know this?

5. What was Mom planning on doing today? ______________________________________________
What in the text supports your description?

“Tommy!” Mom called out as she walked in the front door. “Tommy,” she continued shouting, “I
sure could use some help with these groceries. There was still no reply. Mom walked into the kitchen
to put the grocery bags down on the counter when she noticed shattered glass from the picture window
all over the living room floor and a baseball not far from there. “I’m going to kill you, Tommy!” Mom
yelled to herself as she realized that Tommy’s shoes were gone.
6. What happened to the window? ______________________________________________________
How do you know this?

7. Why did Tommy leave? ____________________________________________________________
What in the text supports your description?

Today was a special day in Ms. Smith’s class. Some of the children were walking around the room,
some of them were standing in small groups, and some of them were at their desks, putting finishing
touches on cardboard mailboxes. After coloring a cool flame on the side of his racecar mailbox,
Johnny hopped off his chair, strutted over to Veronica’s desk, and dropped a small white envelope into
her princess castle mailbox. Veronica blushed and played with her hair. While this was happening,
Bartleby was frantically trying to put a small white envelope into everyone’s mailbox. After giving
one to Ms. Smith, Bartleby pulled out a medium-sized red envelope from his pocket. He blushed and
tried to put it in Veronica’s mailbox, but it wouldn’t quite fit. Bartleby struggled with it for a few
seconds and then ran off with the envelope. Veronica rolled her eyes and popped her gum.
8. Why is today a special day? _________________________________________________________
What in the text supports your idea?

9. Which boy does Veronica like? ______________________________________________________
What in the text supports your idea?

10. Why did Bartleby run? ____________________________________________________________
What in the text supports your idea?

Name: _____________________________

Jacob the Great
Jacob hated finishing things almost as much as he loved starting them. As a result, he had gotten into a
million hobbies and activities, but he never stuck with any of them long enough to get any good.
He begged his mother for months for a guitar so that he could play Black Eyed Peas songs to Angie, a
girl he liked, but after he finally got one for Christmas, he found out that guitars don’t play themselves.
He took a few lessons, but strumming the strings hurt his fingers and he didn’t like holding the pick, so
now the five-hundred dollar guitar lives under his bed.
After reading an ad in the back of one of his comic books, Jacob decided that he wanted a WonderSweeper 5000 metal detector, so that he could find buried pirate treasure. So he mowed lawns all
summer and didn’t spend his money on ice-cream like his younger brother, Alex. He saved it all in a
shoe box in his closet. Then he shoveled driveways all winter, and he didn’t spend his money on candy
and chips like his classmates. By the time spring came he had saved $200, and he purchased the
Wonder-Sweeper 5000 metal detector. He beeped it around the park for a while, be he soon found out
that no pirates had ever set sail in his neighborhood, and if they had they didn’t leave any treasure. Even
though he found a key ring, forty-seven cents, and all the bottle caps he could throw, he buried the metal
detector in his closest.
Given Jacob’s history with hobbies, it was no surprise that Jacob’s father was reluctant to buy him a
magician’s kit for his birthday. “Geez, Jacob… You sure you wouldn’t rather I got you more guitar
lessons?” He suggested. Jacob was insistent. “Dad, you’ve got to get me the magician’s kit. This time
I’ll stick with it for real. I promise! Come on, Dad,” Jacob begged. Jacob’s father sighed and then
replied, “Oh, I don’t know, Jacob. Things are awfully tight right now.” But Jacob’s father was
reminded of his own youth long ago, when he quit football and started karate practice before hardly
getting his equipment dirty. So when Jacob’s birthday came around, Jacob was both surprised and
pleased to find the magician’s kit that he had desired so badly with a big bright bow on it.
Jacob opened up the box and unwrapped the many parts in the kit. As he did so, he imagined sawing his
pet cat in half and putting it back together to the amazement of his friends and family. He took the many
fake coins, trick cards, and rope pieces of varying length on the kitchen table and imagined pulling
rabbits out of his hat and turning them into pigeons with a mysterious puff of smoke. As Jacob
continued pulling plastic thumbs, foam balls, and giant playing cards out of the magic kit, a commercial
on the TV caught his attention. “Hey kids! Have you ever wanted to go to space? Experience what it’s
like to be an astronaut? Do you want to explore the universe? Well, now you can.” As the commercial
continued playing, Jacob walked away from the magic kit on the kitchen table and stared at the TV
screen longingly. “For only $195 you can go to space camp and live life like an astronaut for a whole
weekend. Enroll now for a once in a life time experience.” Jacob’s cry rang throughout the house as he
yelled, “MOM!” He now knew what his true purpose in life was.

Comprehension and Inferential Questions
Directions: After reading the story, choose the best answer for each question. Circle one answer.
1. According to the text, why does Jacob stop playing the guitar?
a. It hurt his fingers.

b. He’d rather play drums.

c. It was too easy.

d. He failed math.

2. To whom did Jacob want to play Black Eyed Peas songs?
a. Alex

b. Angie

c. Mom

d. Dad

3. According to the passage, why does Jacob decide that he wants a metal detector?
a. He sees a man at the park with one.

b. His father had one as a child.

c. He saw a TV commercial for one.

d. He read an ad for one in a comic book.

4. How does Jacob get the items that he wants in the story?
a. He asks his mom.

b. He asks his dad.

c. He shovels driveways and mows lawns.

d. He does all of these things to get what he wants.

5. When did Jacob buy the metal detector?
a. In the fall

b. In the summer

c. In the spring

d. In the winter

6. True or False: The metal detector was a good investment for Jacob.
a. True

b. False

7. Why doesn’t Jacob’s father want to get him the magician’s kit for his birthday?
a. Jacob failed math class.

b. Jacob quits too many expensive activities.

c. Jacob has been mean to his younger brother.

d. Jacob went to the park without permission.

8. Why does Jacob’s father buy Jacob the magician’s kit?
a. Jacob mowed the lawn.

b. Jacob reminded his father of himself.

c. Jacob bought ice cream for his brother.

d. Jacob found his father’s key ring.

9. Which word is closest in meaning to the italicized word in the following sentence from paragraph
four: “It was no surprise that Jacob’s father was reluctant to buy him a magician’s kit for his birthday”?
a. Happy

b. Willing

c. Proud

d. Hesitant

c. The kitchen table

d. A comic book

10. What distracts Jacob from the magician’s kit?
a. A TV commercial

b. His father

11. Based on the end of the story, Jacob is most likely to go on and do which of the following?
a. Become a great magician

b. Learn to play guitar well

c. Detect an incredible hidden treasure

d. Raise money to go to space camp

12. Which happened first in the text?
a. Jacob asked his dad for the magician’s kit.

b. Jacob got a guitar for Christmas.

c. Jacob mowed lawns.

d. Jacob shoveled driveways.

13. Which happened last in the text?
a. Jacob saved up $200.

b. Jacob found forty-seven cents in the park.

c. Jacob took guitar lessons.

d. Jacob was influenced by a comic book.

Literary Elements Questions
Directions: After reading the story, choose the best answer for each question.
14. Which character trait best describes Jacob in regards to his hobbies?
a. Dedicated

b. Impulsive

c. Committed

d. Devoted

c. Entertain

d. Confuse

c. Folklore

d. Poetry

c. Realistic Fiction

d. Fable

c. Sequence

d. Cause and Effect

15. What was the author’s purpose in writing this text?
a. Inform

b. Persuade

16. In what genre is this story?
a. Fiction

b. Nonfiction

17. In what subgenre is this story?
a. Biography

b. Historical Fiction

18. In which pattern is the text organized?
a. Problem and Solution b. Chronological
19. From what point is view is the story narrated?
a. First-Person

b. Third-Person Objective

c. Second-Person

d. Third-Person Omniscient

20. Which poetic technique is used in the following line: “He beeped it around the park for a while”?
a. Onomatopoeia

b. Simile

c. Personification

d. Hyperbole

21. Which technique is used in the following line: “He had gotten into a million hobbies and activities”
a. Onomatopoeia

b. Simile

c. Personification

d. Hyperbole

22. Which technique is used in the following line: “The five-hundred dollar guitar lives under his bed.”
a. Onomatopoeia

b. Simile

c. Personification

d. Hyperbole

eme summary plot characteriza
mbolism motifs figurative lang
ocabulary textual evidence th
summary plot characterizatio
mbolism
figurative
S Tmotifs
UDEN
T - L E D lang
ocabulary textual evidence th
summary plot characterizatio
mbolism motifs figurative lang
ocabulary textual evidence th
summary plot characterizatio
GROUP
ACTIVITY
mbolism
motifs
figurative lang
ocabulary textual evidence th
flashback conflict summary pl
haracterization symbolism mot
figurative language conflict
vocabulary diction connotatio
extual evidence structure th
summary setting analysis plo
haracterization symbolism mot

LITERARY
ANALYSIS
h
t
i
w
s
k
r
Wo
!
l
e
v
o
n
ANY

LESSON PLAN

Overview:
Pssssst…	
  hey,	
  Teach.	
  	
  You	
  shouldn’t	
  be	
  the	
  hardest	
  working	
  person	
  in	
  the	
  room.	
  	
  
Leave	
  the	
  choices,	
  responsibility	
  and	
  learning	
  up	
  to	
  your	
  students…	
  then	
  stand	
  back	
  
and	
  watch	
  what	
  happens.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  this	
  student-‐directed	
  literary	
  analysis	
  acAvity,	
  students	
  become	
  the	
  teacher,	
  
closely	
  reading	
  and	
  analyzing	
  an	
  assigned	
  chapter	
  of	
  a	
  novel,	
  then	
  “teaching”	
  it	
  to	
  
the	
  class.	
  They	
  will	
  begin	
  by	
  assigning	
  roles,	
  with	
  each	
  group	
  member	
  choosing	
  an	
  
area	
  of	
  focus—whether	
  characterizaAon,	
  symbolism,	
  ﬁguraAve	
  language,	
  etc.	
  They	
  
will	
  closely	
  read	
  the	
  chapter,	
  extracAng	
  details	
  in	
  their	
  area	
  of	
  focus,	
  and	
  
collaboraAng	
  to	
  select	
  the	
  best	
  of	
  their	
  ﬁndings.	
  Then	
  together,	
  they	
  will	
  analyze	
  
how	
  all	
  the	
  individual	
  parts	
  aﬀect	
  the	
  work	
  together	
  as	
  a	
  whole,	
  presenAng	
  their	
  
discoveries	
  to	
  the	
  class.	
  
	
  
This	
  works	
  great	
  as	
  a	
  close	
  reading	
  acAvity	
  for	
  a	
  single	
  chapter	
  or	
  as	
  a	
  jigsaw	
  
acAvity,	
  in	
  which	
  diﬀerent	
  groups	
  are	
  assigned	
  diﬀerent	
  chapters	
  or	
  secAons	
  of	
  a	
  
book.	
  	
  You	
  may	
  choose	
  to	
  have	
  students	
  read	
  their	
  selecAons	
  in	
  class	
  to	
  complete	
  
the	
  acAvity,	
  or	
  you	
  have	
  them	
  come	
  to	
  class	
  having	
  already	
  read	
  it	
  for	
  
comprehension,	
  then	
  reread	
  it	
  to	
  more	
  closely	
  analyze	
  the	
  text.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Easily	
  adaptable	
  to	
  any	
  literary	
  genre,	
  this	
  acAvity	
  is	
  a	
  great	
  alternaAve	
  to	
  
tradiAonal	
  read-‐aloud-‐and-‐quesAon	
  classroom	
  strategies	
  or	
  the	
  dreaded	
  chapter	
  
quiz.	
  	
  And	
  if	
  you	
  are	
  squeezed	
  for	
  Ame,	
  what	
  beNer	
  way	
  to	
  	
  ﬁnish	
  a	
  long	
  work	
  than	
  
to	
  have	
  students	
  divide	
  and	
  conquer,	
  ﬁnd	
  their	
  focus,	
  and	
  direct	
  their	
  own	
  learning	
  
in	
  a	
  way	
  that	
  is	
  far	
  more	
  meaningful	
  than	
  worksheets	
  and	
  quizzes?	
  

Objectives:
Students	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to:	
  
•
Read	
  closely	
  to	
  determine	
  what	
  the	
  text	
  says	
  explicitly	
  and	
  through	
  
inferences	
  
•
Summarize	
  the	
  key	
  supporAng	
  details	
  and	
  ideas	
  of	
  a	
  text	
  
•
Cite	
  evidence	
  to	
  support	
  conclusions	
  about	
  text	
  
•
Analyze	
  a	
  text	
  to	
  determine	
  central	
  conﬂicts	
  and	
  themes	
  and	
  their	
  
development	
  	
  
•
IdenAfy	
  key	
  symbols	
  within	
  a	
  text	
  and	
  analyze	
  their	
  deeper	
  meanings	
  
•
Analyze	
  how	
  complex	
  characters	
  develop	
  and	
  help	
  to	
  advance	
  the	
  plot	
  or	
  
develop	
  the	
  theme.	
  
•
Interpret	
  words	
  and	
  phrases	
  as	
  they	
  are	
  used	
  in	
  a	
  text,	
  including	
  connotaAve,	
  
and	
  ﬁguraAve	
  meanings,	
  and	
  analyze	
  how	
  speciﬁc	
  word	
  choices	
  shape	
  
meaning	
  or	
  tone	
  
•
Analyze	
  the	
  structure	
  of	
  texts,	
  including	
  how	
  speciﬁc	
  sentences,	
  paragraphs,	
  
and	
  larger	
  porAons	
  of	
  the	
  text	
  relate	
  to	
  the	
  whole	
  
•
Present	
  informaAon,	
  ﬁndings,	
  and	
  supporAng	
  evidence	
  such	
  that	
  listeners	
  can	
  
follow	
  the	
  line	
  of	
  reasoning	
  and	
  the	
  organizaAon,	
  development,	
  and	
  style	
  are	
  
appropriate	
  to	
  task,	
  purpose,	
  and	
  audience	
  
	
  
	
  

LESSON PLAN

Materials:
•

Novel	
  (If	
  you	
  are	
  doing	
  a	
  close	
  reading	
  of	
  a	
  single	
  chapter,	
  you	
  may	
  consider	
  
making	
  copies	
  so	
  that	
  students	
  can	
  annotate	
  the	
  text,	
  though	
  sAcky	
  notes	
  or	
  
plain-‐and-‐simple	
  tradiAonal	
  notes	
  also	
  work.)	
  

•
•
•

Literary	
  Analysis	
  Handouts—one	
  packet	
  per	
  group	
  	
  
Summary	
  Ac6vity	
  Sheet—one	
  per	
  group	
  
Rubric	
  

Procedures
1. Divide	
  class	
  into	
  small	
  groups.	
  	
  Note:	
  I	
  have	
  found	
  it	
  helpful	
  to	
  group	
  students	
  
based	
  on	
  current	
  proﬁciency	
  level	
  (lower	
  mixed	
  with	
  with	
  average,	
  and	
  average	
  
with	
  high)	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  by	
  personality	
  types	
  (those	
  students	
  who	
  are	
  natural	
  
“helpers”	
  combined	
  with	
  those	
  who	
  tend	
  to	
  be	
  more	
  reserved	
  or	
  shy).	
  
2. Explain	
  to	
  students	
  that	
  they	
  are	
  now	
  the	
  teachers.	
  They	
  will	
  work	
  together	
  to	
  
analyze	
  an	
  assigned	
  chapter	
  or	
  secAon	
  of	
  the	
  book	
  currently	
  being	
  read	
  by	
  the	
  
class.	
  They	
  will	
  ﬁrst	
  decide	
  upon	
  a	
  role	
  for	
  each	
  member	
  in	
  the	
  group	
  and	
  assign	
  
tasks—whether	
  summarizing	
  key	
  plot	
  developments,	
  searching	
  for	
  symbolism,	
  
idenAfying	
  ﬁguraAve	
  language,	
  etc.	
  They	
  will	
  then	
  closely	
  read	
  the	
  text,	
  
extracAng	
  meaningful	
  details	
  and	
  taking	
  notes	
  on	
  their	
  chosen	
  area(s)	
  of	
  study.	
  
Together,	
  they	
  select	
  the	
  best	
  of	
  their	
  discoveries	
  and	
  transfer	
  them	
  to	
  the	
  
graphic	
  organizers.	
  	
  They	
  will	
  then	
  complete	
  the	
  summary	
  acAvity,	
  analyzing	
  how	
  
these	
  elements	
  individually	
  and	
  together	
  aﬀect	
  the	
  work	
  as	
  a	
  whole.	
  Finally,	
  they	
  
will	
  present	
  the	
  best	
  of	
  their	
  ﬁndings	
  to	
  the	
  class.	
  	
  
3. Distribute	
  handouts	
  and	
  rubric.	
  	
  Walk	
  through	
  steps	
  and	
  expectaAons	
  with	
  class.	
  
4. 	
  Working	
  in	
  groups,	
  students	
  themselves	
  choose	
  the	
  literary	
  elements	
  on	
  which	
  
each	
  member	
  will	
  focus.	
  	
  They	
  then	
  closely	
  read	
  the	
  text,	
  taking	
  notes	
  on	
  area(s)	
  
of	
  study.	
  They	
  must	
  cite	
  textual	
  evidence	
  throughout.	
  	
  As	
  stated,	
  they	
  will	
  discuss	
  
their	
  ﬁndings,	
  transferring	
  the	
  best	
  selecAons	
  to	
  the	
  graphic	
  organizers	
  provided.	
  	
  
	
  
5. Summary	
  Ac6vity.	
  	
  AYer	
  reading	
  and	
  compleAng	
  the	
  graphic	
  organizers,	
  students	
  
will	
  work	
  together	
  to	
  answer	
  the	
  the	
  	
  quesAons	
  in	
  the	
  summary	
  acAvity	
  (see	
  
handout),	
  analyzing	
  how	
  their	
  separate	
  pieces	
  aﬀect	
  the	
  literary	
  work	
  as	
  a	
  whole.	
  	
  
6. Group	
  Presenta6on.	
  Finally,	
  the	
  groups	
  will	
  present	
  the	
  best	
  of	
  their	
  discoveries	
  
to	
  the	
  class.	
  	
  
7. Class	
  Feedback.	
  	
  AYer	
  each	
  presentaAon,	
  the	
  class	
  will	
  conduct	
  a	
  P-‐Q-‐P—Praise,	
  
QuesAon,	
  Polish—discussing	
  what	
  they	
  liked	
  about	
  the	
  presentaAon,	
  any	
  
quesAons	
  leY	
  unanswered,	
  and	
  suggesAons	
  for	
  polishing	
  and	
  improving	
  their	
  
work	
  in	
  the	
  future.	
  

STANDARDS

This lesson is aligned with the following
Common Core State Standards:
	
  
CCSS.ELA-‐LITERACY.CCRA.R.1	
  
Read	
  closely	
  to	
  determine	
  what	
  the	
  text	
  says	
  explicitly	
  and	
  to	
  make	
  logical	
  
inferences	
  from	
  it;	
  cite	
  speciﬁc	
  textual	
  evidence	
  when	
  wriAng	
  or	
  speaking	
  to	
  
support	
  conclusions	
  drawn	
  from	
  the	
  text.	
  
	
  
CCSS.ELA-‐LITERACY.CCRA.R.2	
  
Determine	
  central	
  ideas	
  or	
  themes	
  of	
  a	
  text	
  and	
  analyze	
  their	
  development;	
  
summarize	
  the	
  key	
  supporAng	
  details	
  and	
  ideas.	
  
	
  
CCSS.ELA-‐LITERACY.CCRA.R.3	
  
Analyze	
  how	
  and	
  why	
  individuals,	
  events,	
  or	
  ideas	
  develop	
  and	
  interact	
  over	
  the	
  
course	
  of	
  a	
  text.	
  
	
  
CCSS.ELA-‐LITERACY.CCRA.R.4	
  
Interpret	
  words	
  and	
  phrases	
  as	
  they	
  are	
  used	
  in	
  a	
  text,	
  including	
  determining	
  
technical,	
  connotaAve,	
  and	
  ﬁguraAve	
  meanings,	
  and	
  analyze	
  how	
  speciﬁc	
  word	
  
choices	
  shape	
  meaning	
  or	
  tone.	
  
	
  
CCSS.ELA-‐LITERACY.CCRA.R.5	
  
Analyze	
  the	
  structure	
  of	
  texts,	
  including	
  how	
  speciﬁc	
  sentences,	
  paragraphs,	
  and	
  
larger	
  porAons	
  of	
  the	
  text	
  (e.g.,	
  a	
  secAon,	
  chapter,	
  scene,	
  or	
  stanza)	
  relate	
  to	
  
each	
  other	
  and	
  the	
  whole.	
  
	
  
CCSS.ELA-‐LITERACY.CCRA.W.9	
  
Draw	
  evidence	
  from	
  literary	
  or	
  informaAonal	
  texts	
  to	
  support	
  analysis,	
  
reﬂecAon,	
  and	
  research.	
  
	
  
CCSS.ELA-‐LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1	
  
Prepare	
  for	
  and	
  parAcipate	
  eﬀecAvely	
  in	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  conversaAons	
  and	
  
collaboraAons	
  with	
  diverse	
  partners,	
  building	
  on	
  others'	
  ideas	
  and	
  expressing	
  
their	
  own	
  clearly	
  and	
  persuasively.	
  
	
  
CCSS.ELA-‐LITERACY.CCRA.SL.4	
  
Present	
  informaAon,	
  ﬁndings,	
  and	
  supporAng	
  evidence	
  such	
  that	
  listeners	
  can	
  
follow	
  the	
  line	
  of	
  reasoning	
  and	
  the	
  organizaAon,	
  development,	
  and	
  style	
  are	
  
appropriate	
  to	
  task,	
  purpose,	
  and	
  audience.	
  
	
  	
  

Name(s):____________________________________________________________	
  	
  Period:	
  _____	
  
Chapter #:
______

G
RO U P L I T E R A RY A N A LYS I S
Instruc6ons

:	
  	
  Choose	
  and	
  assign	
  tasks	
  for	
  each	
  group	
  member	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  categories	
  below.	
  	
  Closely	
  read	
  the	
  
chapter	
  or	
  secAon	
  your	
  group	
  has	
  been	
  assigned,	
  taking	
  notes	
  based	
  on	
  your	
  areas	
  of	
  study,	
  including	
  direct	
  
quotaAons	
  and	
  page	
  numbers	
  as	
  evidence.	
  	
  CollaboraAng	
  with	
  your	
  group,	
  transfer	
  the	
  best	
  of	
  your	
  ﬁndings	
  to	
  
this	
  graphic	
  organizer.	
  You	
  may	
  conAnue	
  your	
  ﬁndings	
  on	
  a	
  separate	
  sheet	
  if	
  you	
  need	
  more	
  room.	
  	
  	
  Then	
  present	
  
your	
  analysis	
  to	
  the	
  class.	
  	
  

Plot Development
What	
  are	
  the	
  signiﬁcant	
  events	
  that	
  happened	
  in	
  this	
  chapter?	
  List	
  the	
  important	
  plot	
  developments,	
  Including	
  a	
  
few	
  direct	
  quotaAons	
  from	
  the	
  text,	
  ciAng	
  page	
  numbers.	
  

Characterization
What	
  important	
  informaAon	
  or	
  changes	
  have	
  been	
  revealed	
  about	
  main	
  characters,	
  whether	
  through	
  direct	
  (stated)	
  
or	
  indirect	
  (implied	
  through	
  words,	
  acAons,	
  appearance,	
  reacAons	
  from	
  others,	
  etc.)	
  characterizaAon?	
  	
  Cite	
  evidence	
  
from	
  the	
  text,	
  including	
  direct	
  quotaAons	
  and	
  page	
  number.	
  	
  	
  

Name(s):____________________________________________________________	
  	
  Period:	
  _____	
  

Conflict
What	
  are	
  the	
  conﬂicts	
  that	
  take	
  place	
  in	
  this	
  chapter—whether	
  between	
  1)	
  characters,	
  	
  2)	
  characters	
  their	
  surroundings,	
  or	
  
3)	
  characters	
  and	
  themselves?	
  	
  How	
  are	
  they	
  resolved,	
  if	
  at	
  all?	
  	
  Cite	
  evidence	
  from	
  the	
  text.	
  	
  

Symbolism
What	
  signiﬁcant,	
  recurring	
  objects,	
  events	
  or	
  people	
  from	
  this	
  chapter	
  might	
  be	
  symbols	
  of	
  bigger	
  ideas?	
  	
  Cite	
  examples	
  
and	
  page	
  numbers.	
  

Name(s):____________________________________________________________	
  	
  Period:	
  ______	
  

Figurative Language

What	
  examples	
  of	
  ﬁguraAve	
  language	
  did	
  you	
  ﬁnd	
  in	
  
this	
  chapter?	
  	
  Cite	
  the	
  sentence	
  in	
  which	
  each	
  was	
  
used,	
  including	
  page	
  number.	
  	
  IdenAfy	
  the	
  type	
  of	
  
ﬁguraAve	
  language.	
  

Word Choice

Within	
  the	
  chapter,	
  ﬁnd	
  4-‐5	
  words	
  	
  with	
  strong	
  
connotaAons	
  (or	
  emoAonal	
  associaAons)—whether	
  
posiAve	
  or	
  negaAve.	
  Cite	
  the	
  sentence	
  in	
  which	
  each	
  
was	
  used,	
  including	
  page	
  number.	
  	
  

New Vocabulary
Find	
  4-‐5	
  new	
  or	
  unfamiliar	
  vocabulary	
  words.	
  	
  Cite	
  the	
  sentence	
  in	
  which	
  each	
  was	
  used,	
  including	
  page	
  number.	
  	
  
Provide	
  the	
  deﬁniAon.	
  

Name(s):____________________________________________________________	
  	
  Period:	
  ______	
  

Noteworthy Quotes

Find	
  2-‐3	
  important	
  quotes	
  from	
  the	
  chapter	
  and	
  cite	
  
them	
  here,	
  including	
  page	
  number.	
  	
  Explain	
  what	
  each	
  
means	
  and	
  why	
  it	
  maNers.	
  	
  	
  

Theme
What	
  themes	
  do	
  you	
  see	
  emerging	
  in	
  this	
  chapter	
  or	
  
secAon?	
  	
  Cite	
  examples	
  from	
  the	
  text	
  to	
  support	
  your	
  
answer.	
  

LITERARY ANALYSIS

Name(s):_______________________________________________________________________	
  	
  Period:	
  ________	
  

Summary Activity

Analysis	
  is	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  looking	
  closely	
  at	
  the	
  small	
  parts	
  to	
  see	
  how	
  they	
  aﬀect	
  the	
  whole.	
  	
  Literary	
  
analysis	
  focuses	
  on	
  how	
  the	
  author	
  uses	
  plot	
  structure,	
  characterizaAon,	
  word	
  choice,	
  symbolism	
  and	
  
many	
  other	
  techniques	
  to	
  create	
  meaning.	
  	
  As	
  a	
  group,	
  answer	
  the	
  following	
  quesAons,	
  using	
  
complete,	
  well-‐craYed	
  sentences	
  and	
  ciAng	
  evidence	
  from	
  the	
  text	
  to	
  support	
  your	
  analysis.	
  	
  	
  

1. How	
  does	
  the	
  protagonist	
  change	
  or	
  develop	
  over	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  this	
  chapter	
  or	
  sec6on?	
  
What	
  are	
  her/his	
  dominant	
  traits	
  or	
  desires?	
  In	
  view	
  of	
  this,	
  what	
  does	
  the	
  author	
  want	
  us	
  
to	
  think	
  and	
  feel	
  about	
  what	
  happens	
  to	
  the	
  protagonist?	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
2. Authors	
  make	
  conscious	
  decisions	
  about	
  the	
  language	
  used	
  in	
  a	
  text.	
  	
  Describe	
  how	
  the	
  
author’s	
  use	
  of	
  language	
  in	
  this	
  chapter—speciﬁc	
  word	
  choices,	
  for	
  example,	
  or	
  ﬁgura6ve	
  
language—impacts	
  the	
  meaning	
  and	
  tone	
  of	
  the	
  overall	
  work.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
3. What	
  kind	
  of	
  ordering	
  of	
  6me	
  predominates	
  this	
  chapter—is	
  it	
  chronological,	
  for	
  example,	
  
or	
  does	
  the	
  author	
  use	
  6me	
  shiWs	
  such	
  as	
  ﬂashbacks?	
  	
  How	
  does	
  the	
  author’s	
  choices	
  
regarding	
  this	
  structure	
  help	
  develop	
  the	
  overall	
  mood	
  or	
  eﬀect—such	
  as	
  mystery,	
  
suspense,	
  tension	
  or	
  surprise?	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
4. How	
  does	
  the	
  author’s	
  use	
  of	
  symbols	
  or	
  mo6fs	
  in	
  this	
  chapter	
  reveal	
  or	
  contribute	
  to	
  a	
  
bigger	
  idea—about	
  a	
  character	
  for	
  instance,	
  or	
  about	
  human	
  nature	
  in	
  general?	
  	
  Cite	
  
examples	
  from	
  the	
  text.	
  
	
  

5. Based	
  on	
  your	
  reading	
  thus	
  far,	
  describe	
  an	
  important	
  theme	
  of	
  this	
  work.	
  	
  How	
  do	
  speciﬁc	
  
events	
  and	
  details	
  from	
  this	
  chapter	
  help	
  shape	
  that	
  theme?	
  	
  Cite	
  examples	
  from	
  the	
  text.	
  

Name(s):_______________________________________________________________________	
  	
  Period:	
  ________	
  

Rubric: Group Literary Analysis
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
CONTENT	
  

EXPERT:	
  	
  4-‐5	
  

PRACTIONER:	
  	
  3	
  

Shows	
  excepAonal	
  
eﬀort,	
  
understanding	
  and	
  
in-‐depth	
  analysis.	
  	
  
Includes	
  ample	
  
textual	
  evidence.	
  
Pages	
  are	
  cited	
  
throughout.	
  	
  

Shows	
  good	
  eﬀort,	
  
understanding	
  and	
  
analysis.	
  	
  Textual	
  
evidence	
  supports	
  
claims.	
  Pages	
  are	
  
mostly	
  cited.	
  	
  

EXPERT:	
  	
  4-‐5	
  

PRACTIONER:	
  	
  3	
  

APPRENTICE:	
  	
  2	
  
Shows	
  some	
  eﬀort,	
  
understanding	
  or	
  
analysis,	
  but	
  may	
  
be	
  limited.	
  	
  
Includes	
  textual	
  
evidence,	
  but	
  may	
  
not	
  be	
  adequate	
  to	
  
support	
  ﬁndings.	
  
CitaAons	
  may	
  or	
  
may	
  not	
  be	
  
included.	
  	
  

NOVICE:	
  	
  1	
  

SCORE	
  

Shows	
  minimal	
  
understanding,	
  
eﬀort	
  or	
  analysis.	
  	
  
Includes	
  minimal	
  
textual	
  evidence.	
  
May	
  fail	
  to	
  cite	
  
where	
  evidence	
  is	
  
found.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

Plot	
  Development	
  
CharacterizaAon	
  
Symbolism	
  	
  
FiguraAve	
  
Language	
  
Conﬂict	
  
Word	
  Choice	
  &	
  
Vocabulary	
  
Noteworthy	
  Quotes	
  
Theme	
  
Summary	
  AcAvity	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
PRESENTATION	
  &	
  
COLLABORATION	
  

Presenters	
  were	
  
engaging	
  and	
  
memorable.	
  	
  
Showed	
  clear	
  
collaboraAon	
  and	
  
team	
  eﬀort.	
  	
  

Presenters	
  were	
  
clear	
  and	
  concise.	
  	
  
All	
  members	
  
contributed	
  to	
  
presentaAon.	
  	
  

APPRENTICE:	
  	
  2	
  

Presenters	
  were	
  at	
  
Ames	
  clear	
  and	
  
concise.	
  	
  Some	
  
team	
  members	
  
contributed	
  more	
  
than	
  others.	
  	
  

NOVICE:	
  	
  1	
  

PresentaAon	
  
seemed	
  rushed,	
  
unclear,	
  and/or	
  
disorganized.	
  	
  	
  Not	
  
every	
  team	
  
member	
  
contributed.	
  	
  

PresentaAon	
  &	
  
CollaboraAon	
  

Total Score:

_____

THANK
YOU!

Thank	
  you	
  so	
  much	
  for	
  purchasing	
  this	
  product.	
  	
  I	
  hope	
  you	
  
and	
  your	
  students	
  ﬁnd	
  it	
  engaging,	
  and	
  that	
  it	
  helps	
  to	
  
improve	
  the	
  skills	
  and	
  conﬁdence	
  of	
  your	
  young	
  writers.	
  As	
  
always,	
  I	
  sincerely	
  appreciate	
  your	
  support	
  on	
  
TeachersPayTeachers!	
  
	
  

You	
  may	
  also	
  like:	
  

	
  
Short	
  Story	
  Close	
  Reading	
  Mega-‐Bundle	
  
	
  
IntroducAon	
  to	
  the	
  Language	
  of	
  Shakespeare	
  Bundle	
  
	
  
Vocabulary	
  Mega-‐Pack:	
  	
  Games,	
  AcAviAes,	
  Printables	
  &	
  More	
  
	
  
30+	
  Fun	
  Book	
  Report	
  AlternaAves	
  and	
  Assignments	
  

	
  
For	
  more	
  great	
  products	
  for	
  your	
  middle	
  and	
  high	
  
school	
  classroom,	
  visit	
  my	
  store	
  here:	
  
	
  
Mrs.	
  McLeod’s	
  Classroom	
  
	
  
Visit	
  my	
  blog	
  and	
  Facebook	
  page	
  for	
  even	
  more	
  
ideas,	
  freebies	
  and	
  special	
  oﬀers.	
  
	
  

Thanks	
  again	
  for	
  your	
  support!	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Carla	
  McLeod	
  
	
  
	
  

Comprehension Question Fans
This resource contains questions and reader response prompts to use for comprehension
checks after reading ANY text. They can be used for guided reading groups, after read alouds,
during whole-class shared reading activities, for partner discussions after independent reading,
or for language centers. Comprehension questions satisfy common core standards for Reading
Standards for Literature (1-10), and Reading Standards for Informational Text (1-10).
There are 7 different groups of questions and prompts - one group for each of the
comprehension strategies. Each group of questions will make its own fan. You can use a
particular fan when studying a particular comprehension strategy, or use different fans to
reinforce the different comprehension strategies throughout the year. You could also group all
the questions together on a binder clip circle and hang near your desk for easy access during
reading activities. At the end of each strategy, there is a blank page so you can add your own
questions. These are non-editable though, so you will have to write in your questions.
I have also included pages that include all the questions for each strategy in a checklist
format. The teacher can use these to keep track of questions posed to the class, or the
students can use them to keep track of questions answered.
The question sheets should be printed out on cardstock or on regular paper and laminated
for extra durability. Cut out the individual questions and punch a small hole in the end of each
question. Questions can then be put together with a brass fastener or a binder ring to keep
them together.
Copyright (c) 2012 J. Runde

www.rundesroom.com

Lettering licensed from Lettering Delights www.letteringdelights.com
Frames licensed from Graphics on the Pond http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-FromThe-Pond
Clipart licensed from Melonheadz http://melonheadzillustrating.blogspot.com

Comprehension Question Fans

Asking Questions Checklist
 What are 2 questions you would ask the main character of your book? Why did you
choose these questions?
 What are 2 questions you would ask the author of your book? Why did you choose
these questions?
 Make up a “W” question about your book using each of the 5 “W” words: who, what,
when, where, and why.
 What are 2 questions you had while you were reading today? How did you find the
answers to these questions?
 Write 3 THICK questions about your reading today. Provide answers to 2 of these
questions.
 Write 3 THIN questions about your reading today. Provide answers to 2 of these
questions.
 What questions does the author leave you with after your reading today? Why do
you think the author left you with these questions?
 Was there a part of the book that made you stop and think, or prompted questions?
What was that part and why did it make you stop and think?
 Pretend you are a talk show host and the characters in your book are your guests on
the show. Write up a list of questions you would ask the characters.
 What questions is the author trying to answer in the text? Is the author successful
in answering these questions? Why or why not?
 Is there a part of your book that made you question why the author included it?
Describe the part and explain why you question its inclusion.

Determining Importance Checklist
 What do you think is the most important event in the text? Why do you think this event is so
important? How does the author show its importance?
 Describe the most important character. Give three reasons why you think this is the most
important character in the book.
 List 5 major events in the book, using chronological order. Why did you choose these events?
 What are the 2 most important ideas from what you’ve been reading?
 What is the main idea of what you’ve been reading? What makes you think it is the main idea?
 What is the most important part in the text? Why do you think this?
 What is the most important word in the text? Why do you think this?
 What are some unimportant details in the text? Why do you think the author chose to include
these details?
 What was the main problem in the book? How did the characters try to solve the problem? Do
you agree with how the problem was solved?
 What is important to remember about your text? How will you try to remember it?
 If you were the author of this text, what details would you choose to leave out? Defend your
choices.
 If you were the author of the text, how would you emphasize the importance of certain events
or details? How would your method be different than the author’s?
 What new information did you learn from your text today? Did it change what you previously
thought?
 What text features did the author use to help you determine the important information in your
reading?
 Was there a part in your book that you think the author should have spent more time explaining?
Why would this have been beneficial to you?

Inferring Checklist
 From looking at the cover of the text and reading the title, what can you infer the text will be
about?
 Predict what will happen next in your reading. What has happened that makes you think this?
 What are two emotions that the main character has felt? What do you think happened to
make the character feel that way?
 What ideas do you have about what is going to happen? What clues have you read to make you
think this?
 Identify 3 words from your reading that you had difficulty understanding. Interpret their
meanings based on context clues in the text.
 What characters did you interpret to be “good”? What has the author written to give you this
impression?
 What characters did you interpret to be “bad”? What was the author written to give you this
impression?
 What clues did the author use to help you predict what was going to happen later?
 Did the book end the way you thought it would? What clues did the author give you that made
you predict the ending?
 Do you think the author is asking you to judge on of the characters? What in the book makes
you think that?
 Do you think the author wants you to “cheer on” one of the characters? What in the book
makes you think that?
 What do you think is the author’s main message? Why do you think that?
 What character traits does the main character possess? How do you know?
 If your book had a sequel, how do you think it would begin? Explain your reasoning.
 If your book had a sequel, how do you think it would end? Explain your reasoning.

Making Connections Checklist
 Describe something you have read that is similar to what you are reading now.
 What would your reaction be to the problem in the book? How would your reaction be
similar to or different from the main character’s reaction?
 Describe the similarities and differences between the main character and you.
 What is your reaction to the main character in the text? How do you think the main
character would react to you?
 Compare the main character in your book to another book you have read. What are the
similarities and differences? Which character do you admire more? Why?
 How would you adapt to your character’s environment? Explain your reasoning.
 How does the text make you feel? Have your feelings changed as you’ve been reading the
text?
 If you were a character from your book, who would you be? Why?
 What passage in the book describes how you want to live your life? Why?
 Who is the most important character to you? Why?
 Would you be friends with the main character? Why or why not? Support your answer
with evidence from the text.
 Compare a situation in the book to a similar situation in your life. How did having gone
through this situation help you understand the book or character better?
 Make a text-to-self connection. Make sure it is a deep connection by explaining your
thinking.
 Make a text-to-text connection. Make sure it is a deep connection by explaining your
thinking.
 Make a text-to-world connection. Make sure it is a deep connection by explaining your
thinking.

Summarizing Checklist
















In 4 – 6 sentences, summarize your reading from today.
Write a short summary for your text. Make me want to read it!
Without using complete sentences or paragraphs, reflect on today’s reading.
Write a review of your reading today (summary plus personal opinions).
Outline, in point form, the important events from your reading today.
Write a short summary explaining what would happen if your book had an imaginary sequel.
What are the 5 Ws (who, what, when, where, why) from your reading today.
Write a summary of your reading today, using 30 words or less.
Write a news article about one of the events in your book. Be sure to include the 5 Ws.
Write a commercial for you text. Include enough details to provide a short summary, but
don’t give away the ending.
If the main character died at the end of your book, what would you write for his or her
eulogy?
Write the opening and closing sentence for a summary of your book. Leave out the details
in the middle.
Write a “somebody” (main character) “wanted” (what did the character want) “but” (what
was the problem) “so” (how was the problem solved) “then” (resolution) sentence.
Read the summary blurb on the back of the book. How would you change the blurb if you
wrote it? Explain your reasoning.
Summarize the three most important events that happened in your book. Why did you
choose these events?

Synthesizing Checklist
 Describe the major conflict in your book. Whose side are you on? Why?
 Describe what was either believable or unbelievable about your text. Defend your opinion.
 Examine a character’s feelings, actions, values, etc. with which you disagree. What is happening?













What would you suggest as an alternate response? Why?
Did any of the characters’ feelings change as you read? Explain why or why not.
Explain how you may have been surprised by what you were reading.
What have you learned about life from what you’ve been reading? How has this changed the
way you think?
What is something you’ve learned from your reading?
Analyze the author’s ability to write. What does the author do most effectively?
Analyze the author’s ability to write. What does the author do least effectively?
Describe a conflict in the text. What were some of the effects of that conflict?
How did the problem in the book force the main character to grow? Use supporting evidence
from the text to explain your answer.
How did this text challenge some of your previous beliefs? Explain.
What are you motivated to do differently after reading this text? Why?
What was a major change your character made in the book? Could you make the same
change? Explain why or why not.
How would the ending of your book have been different if the major problem wasn’t solved?
Defend your answer.

Visualizing Checklist
 While you were reading today, did you make any pictures or images in your mind? Describe
them to me.
 How does visualizing the text help you understand what you are reading?
 Describe the setting’s time and place. Draw it.
 Draw a comic strip for the page you’ve just read.
 What do you see in your mind when you picture the main character? Use details from the
text to support your answer.
 Draw 3 objects that represent today’s reading. For each object, write one sentence
explaining the object’s significance to the reading.
 Is the setting described well enough that you can create an image in your mind? Explain
why or why not.
 Create a magazine ad for the book you’ve been reading.
 Thinking about what you just read, draw the image that appears in your mind.
 What object is important in your book? Draw it. Why is this object so important to the
book?
 Draw what you think the main character looks like.
 If you book was being made into a movie, whom do you see as the main actors and
actresses? Explain your thinking.
 If your book was being made into a movie, where do you see it taking place? Explain your
thinking.
 What senses were triggered in your reading today? Explain the passages that triggered
these senses.
 How would you redesign the book’s cover? Why would you make these changes?
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